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The	methodological	polytheism	 in	 the	Social	Representa,ons	 literature	and	 its	 implica,on	 in	 the	contemporary	communica,on	
era:	 dis,nc,veness	 and	 dialogue	 between	 mul,ple	 research	 methods	 (textual	 and	 image-based	 research	 sources	 and	 tools,	
tradi,onal	and	new	media-based	research	design,	experimental	and	field	oriented	studies)		



Taking	stock	of	the	literature	in	the	thema%c	field	of	“Science,	
Social	Representa1ons	and	Communica1on”	(10786)	
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Is	the	research	focus	common	to	
different	con@nents?	



The	research	focus	in	various	geo-cultural	contexts	
differs	greatly.	What	about	the	use	of	methodology?	

Europe	 La,n	America	

the	publica@ons	deal	mostly	with	some	
issues	of	Science:		

•  Biotechnology	
•  GM	products	
•  Cloning	
•  Organ	dona@on,	etc.,	
•  and	the	way	it	(Science)	is	

communicated	and	percieved	by	lay	
people	(Moscovici	1961,	1993,	1994,	
2014;	Parker	&	ShoZer	1990;	Farr	1993;	
Bauer	1991	–	2014;	Wagner	1998;	
Wagner,	Kronberger	(2001);	Gaskell	
2000,	2001,	2006)	

and	Educa%on	issues	(Caruga@	1996;	
Addessi	&	Caruga@	2010;	Alexandre	
Simen	Rangel	1997;	De	Abreu	&	Cline	
1998)	

•  the	research	is	focused	mainly	on	
Educa%on	maZers	(Almeida	de	Oliveira	
1994;	Alves-Mazzob	2005;	Alves-
Mazzob	&	Wilson	2006;	etc.)	

•  Health	issues		



Instruments	for	the	data	collec@on	

•  Free	associa@ons	
•  Word	associa@on	tasks	
•  Ques@onnaires	
•  Structured	interviews	
•  Semi-structured	interviews	
•  In-depth	interviews	



Techniques for the analysis of the data: 
qualitative 

•  Content analysis 
•  Thematic analysis 
•  Lexical analysis 
•  Textual analysis 



Techniques for the analysis of the data: 
quantitative	

•  Descrip@ve	Sta@s@cs	
•  Bivariate	techniques	of	data	Analysis	(e.g.	ANOVA,	
CHI	Square,	etc.)	

•  Mul@variated	techniques	of	data	Analysis	(e.g.	
MANOVA,	Factor	Analysis,	Cluster	Analysis,	etc.) 



The data analysis is mostly carried out 
by packages like  

•  EVOC 
•  SPSS 
•  ALCESTE 
•  SPAD T, SPAD N 
•  ATLAS.ti 



Continent  Europe: the country of the author’s 
institutional affiliation  



The	quan,ta,ve	and	
qualita,ve	analyses	in	the	
majority	of	the	papers	are	
based	on	the	data	collected	
by	Eurobarometer	
	
They	selected	the	ques@ons	
related	to:	
	
- 	science	popularisa,on	
- 	science	communica,on	
- 	biotechnology	
- 	gene,cally	modified	products	
- 	nanotechnology	and	
- 	public	aQtudes	to	them	
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Thank	you!	


