European/international Joint PhD
in Social Representations and Communication
International Summer School 2016

European Commission REA-Research Executive Agency

FP7 - PEOPLE Initial Training Networks
So.Re.Com. Joint-IDP

(PITN-GA-2013-607279) Funded by the European Union

Social representations and methodology: exploring
Latin American trends

Teresa Forte, Early Stage Researcher
SoReCom Joint Idp- European PhD in SR & Communication, Rome Italy
Summer School 2016



SR 1in Latin american research context

Strong heuristic power in some latin american countries — Brazil,
Mexico, Argentina, Venezuela

- Perceived as a tool to comprehend and act upon relevant or
problematic areas of social reality(e.g. Arruda,2009; Flores Palacios,
2011; Jodelet, 2005, 2011; Sa e Arruda, 2000; Sa, 2007)

- Emphasis on the social in Social Psychology , which has been
strongly associated with neediest communities and minority
groups( Valentim, 2013).

- Related to the purpose of developing a psychology which may lead to
social transformation( Lane, 1984)
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Latin American corpus
Publication by decade
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Latin American corpus- Language
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Latin American corpus- author’s istitution
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Perceived trends- Participants

- High frequency of samples with n> 300
- The most used sampling strategy 1s the convenience one

- Majority of studies focusing on 1) individuals followed
by 2) groups.




Perceived trends- Intruments

- Large majority of studies combine structured with
open Instruments

- When monomethodological, open instruments are
more frequent




Perceived trends- most commmon

Intruments
Word association Questionnaire
Semi- directive interview

Scales

Open ended questionnaire
Focus group
Hierarchical evocation
Scales Participant observation

Questionnaire
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Perceived trends- most commmon data
analysis techniques

Content analysis Descriptive statistics

Discourse analysis Cluster analysis( hierarchical

: ) descending analysis
Thematic analysis 5 Y

Factor analysis




Perceived trends- Software

EVOC
ALCESTE
IRAMUTEQ
SPSS
Atlas.t1
Spad T




Perceived trends- Research design

- Most of the studies are of descriptive nature

- Structural approach appears to be the most
disseminated with the following combination of methods
and techniques:

a)word association or hierarchical evocation techniques
b)questionnaires or semi structured interview.

c) content analysis and hierarchical descending analysis




Perceived trends

- Growing interest in theoretical explorations of SR applied to Latin American
social context.

- Theoretical articulation with other fields of knowledge and practice where
1mportant social problems occur (e.g. health, education, environment, politics,
social justice).

- Comunitarian conception of research practices through international and
national meetings ( JIRS; ANPEPP)
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