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Um numero especial da Revista Temas em Psicologia para
comemorar os 50 anos da Teoria das Representacdes Sociais de

Serge Moscovici

E com muita satisfacdo que apresentamos esse numero especial da
Revista Temas em Psicologia sobre a Teoria das Representagées Sociais. O
nimero, em seu conjunto, comemora os 50 anos desta teoria paradigmatica.
O presente numero especial também comemora algo mais modesto, os 20

anos do Laboratério de Psicologia Social da Comunicacdo e Cognicao

(LACCOS) da UFSC.

A Teoria das Representacoes Sociais (TRS) surgiu com a publicacao
da tese de Serge Moscovici, sob o titulo de “La psychanalyse: Son image et
son public’, no ano de 1961 em Paris. Embora, ainda hoje, a segunda versao
desta obra, publicada em 1976, seja colocada pelos livreiros na estante da
psicanalise, trata-se de uma obra de psicologia social. E ela resultou na TRS,
na qual a psicanalise teve o papel de objeto de estudo, e ndo de perspectiva

para abordar um objeto de interesse.

Cinquenta anos passados (1961-2011), a variedade observada nas
vinte pesquisas empiricas apresentadas no presente nimero especial reflete
a capacidade da TRS de inspirar o exame sistematico de questoes relevantes
para a vida social contemporanea. O nimero reune artigos resultantes de
pesquisas e de pesquisadores provenientes de diversas instituicoes publicas

e particulares, do Brasil e da Europa.

O prefacio de Serge Moscovici nos surpreendeu com revelacoes
importantes. Para nds, é um presente oferecido por uma pessoa muito
especial que se encontra “no mesmo comprimento de onda e na mesma

corrente de amizade”.

A secao Ponto de Vista traz o artigo de Denise Jodelet, também uma

pessoa muito especial e a pesquisadora que se tornou uma referéncia na



difusao desta teoria no Brasil. Seu artigo traz reflexdes atuais sobre o que

ela denomina “o movimento brasileiro das representacoes sociais”.

Este nimero esta dividido em trés partes. A primeira é composta por
sete artigos que focam pesquisas realizadas na Europa (Portugal, Italia,
Franca, entre outros paises) e apresentam relacdo com os pesquisadores
brasileiros; bem como, na outra direcdo, pesquisas realizadas no Brasil que
também se relacionam com pesquisadores europeus. Importante destacar
que essas trocas internacionais assumem dois sentidos: da Europa para o
Brasil e do Brasil para a Europa. Os temas estudados sao diversos:
prevencao da epidemia de AIDS, envelhecimento, cirurgia estética e beleza
corporal, o poder na escola, mudancgas climaticas e manifestagao coletiva; e o
fenomeno comum considerado é esta forma de pensamento leigo denominada

de representacoes sociais (RS).

A segunda parte é formada por oito artigos que envolvem,
necessariamente, a0 menos um, se nao varios autores pertencentes ao grupo
de trabalho “Representacées sociais” da Associacdao Nacional de Pesquisa e
Pés-graduacao em Psicologia (ANPEPP). Sao pesquisas realizadas em
diversos Estados do Brasil (Goias, Mato Grosso, Paraiba, Rio de Janeiro,
Santa Catarina e Sao Paulo). Tratam de aspectos ligados ao conhecimento
cotidiano compartilhado sobre a educacdo, satde, memoéria e aspectos

histoéricos, trabalho e novas tecnologias.

Finalmente, a terceira parte é dedicada ao LACCOS. Nesta, estao
presentes cinco artigos oriundos das trés linhas de pesquisa nele
conduzidas: RS de saude e doenca, do envelhecimento e do corpo.
Comemoramos os 20 anos oficiais — sem incluir os seis anos extra-oficiais —
deste pequeno laboratério, que emprega o paradigma da TRS para
desenvolver ensino e pesquisa da psicologia social. A TRS no Brasil, como
argumenta Denise Jodelet, esta ligada a um movimento coletivo vigoroso e
criativo, do qual o LACCOS é uma pequena parcela, em torno da

compreensao do conhecimento cotidiano a respeito de problemas de



relevancia nacional, como aqueles ligados a saude, a educag¢do, ao meio

ambiente, entre outros.

A realizagdo deste numero especial contou com a colaboragao da
Sociedade Brasileira de Psicologia (SBP), do Programa de Pés-graduacio em
Psicologia da Universidade Federal de Santa Catarina (PGP/UFSC), da
Fondation Maison Sciences de I’Homme de Paris por meio do Laboratoire
Européen de Psychologie Sociale (FMSH/LEPS), do grupo de trabalho
“Representacoes Sociais” da ANPEPP, e da Rede Internacional de Pesquisa
sobre Representacdo Social da Saude (RIPRES). A essas organizacgées,

nossos sinceros agradecimentos.

Por fim, registramos nossa gratiddo aos autores, aos pareceristas ad
hoc, as assistentes de editoracao, Dra. Eliana Isabel de Moraes Hamasaki e
Cinthia Freire Stecchini, que contribuiram com muita eficiéncia e dedicagao

para a publicacdo desse numero especial.

Brigido Vizeu Camargo Gerson Yukio Tomanari

Editor Convidado Editor de Temas em Psicologia



A special issue of the Journal Temas em Psicologia to celebrate

the 50 years of Serge Moscovici's Social Representations Theory

It 1s with much satisfaction that we present this special issue of the
Journal Temas em Psicologia, focusing on the Social Representations
Theory. The issue, in its ensemble, celebrates the 50 years of this
paradigmatic theory. The present special issue also celebrates something
more modest, the 20 years of the Social Psychology of Communication and

Cognition Laboratory (LACCOS) of UFSC.

The Social Representations Theory (SRT) came out with Serge
Moscovici’s thesis publication, entitled “La psychanalyse: Son image et son
public”, in the year of 1961 in Paris. Although still today the second version
of this work, published in 1976, is placed by librarians in the shelves
dedicated to psychoanalysis, it is actually a work of social psychology. And it
has resulted in the SRT, in which psychoanalysis had the role of an object of

study, rather than a perspective to approach an object of interest.

After fifty years (1961-2011), the variety observed in the twenty
empirical studies presented in this issue reflects the capacity of the SRT to
inspire the systematic examination of issues that are relevant to
contemporary social life. The issue gathers papers resulting from research
and researchers originated from various public and private institutions from

Brazil and Europe.

Serge Moscovici’s preface surprised us with important revelations. To
us it is a gift offered by a very special person that is “in the same wave

length and in the same chain of friendship”.

The Point of view section carries Denise Jodelet’s paper, also a very
special person and the researcher who became a reference in the diffusion of
that theory in Brazil. Her paper brings current reflections about what she

calls “the Brazilian movement of social representations”.



This i1ssue i1s divided in three parts. In the first one, the seven papers
refer to studies conducted in Europe (Portugal, Italy, France, among other
countries) that present some relationship with Brazilian scholars, and
studies carried out in Brazil that are also related to European researchers.
This international exchange currently takes two directions: from Europe to
Brazil and vice versa. The studied topics are diverse: prevention of the AIDS
epidemic, aging, aesthetic surgery and body beauty, the power in school,
climatic changes and collective manifestation; and the common phenomenon

taken into account is the form of lay thinking named social representations
(SRs).

The eight papers of the second part involve necessarily at least one, if
not more, of the authors belonging to the work group “Social
representations” of the Associa¢do Nacional de Pesquisa e Pos-graduagdo em
Psicologia (ANPEPP). They are studies conducted in various states from
Brazil (Goias, Mato Grosso, Paraiba, Rio de Janeiro, Santa Catarina and
Sao Paulo). They deal with aspects linked to shared everyday knowledge
about education, health, memory and historical aspects, work and new

technologies.

Finally, the third part is dedicated to LACCOS. In this one, there are
five papers related to the three research lines conducted in the laboratory:
SRs of health and illness, of aging and of the body. We celebrate the 20
official years — not including the 6 extra-official ones — of this small
laboratory that employs the SRT paradigm to develop social psychology
research and teaching. The SRT in Brazil, as states Denise Jodelet, is linked
to a vigorous and creative movement, of which LACCOS is a small part,
around the understanding of everyday knowledge about national relevance
problems, such as the ones linked to health, education, the environment,

among others.

The realization of this special issue has counted on the collaboration
of the Brazilian Association of Psychology (SBP), the Psychology Post-

Graduation Program of the Federal University of Santa Catarina



(PPGP/UFSC), Fondation Maison Sciences de ’Homme de Paris through the
Laboratoire Européen de Psychologie Sociale (FMSH/LEPS), the “Social
Representations” work group from ANPEPP, and the International Network
of Research about Social Representation of Health (RIPRES). We would like

to express our sincere thanks to those organizations.

Finally, we register our gratitude to the authors, the ad hoc
reviewers, and the editorial assistants, Dr. Eliana Isabel de Moraes
Hamasaki and Cinthia Freire Stecchini, who have contributed with much

efficiency and dedication to the publication of this special issue.

Brigido Vizeu Camargo Gerson Yukio Tomanari

Invited Editor Editor of Temas em Psicologia



Préface

La psychologie sociale était a la dérive, maintenant elle rayonne. Ses
centres de recherche et ses recherches arrivent a ce que 'on appelle la maturité,
et elle change de dimensions. Nos collegues qui ont participé a ce numéro spécial
de Temas em Psicologia nous en donnent la seule preuve qui puisse exister: la
diversité des choix scientifiques et des recherches conduites.

Les différents articles émanant du LACCOS ou des chercheurs qui ont
dialogué avec lui, a travers le temps, portent un double témoignage: sur la
vitalité du champ d’études sur des représentations sociales au Brésil et sur
I'intérét porté a leurs relations avec les probléemes qui affectent une société a des
moments cruciaux de son histoire. Et cela m’a conduit a me remémorer les
préoccupations que j’avais en abordant mes premiéeres recherches.

Quand j’ai commencé mes recherches dans le domaine de la psychologie
sociale, je vivais dans la crainte permanente de ne pas trouver de point
d’application ni pour cette science, ni pour les phénomeénes de représentation
sociale qui m’intéressaient. Mais il me semblait que cette inquiétude était liée a
une question venant de la société: comment pouvait-on attendre quelque chose
de la recherche alors que l'on croyait que les seules réponses devaient étre
politiques ? Et pourtant, on avait 'impression qu’il fallait beaucoup de monde et
des 1dées fort diverses pour déchiffrer le sens des catastrophes que nous avait
laissées la guerre.

En fait, chaque recherche était une sorte de révélation, car on était
ignorants de pénétration graduelle de la question sociale dans la vie collective.
Et ce qui retenait notre attention était le fait que l'on voulait ignorer le social
alors qu’il était la raison visible de ce que l'on avait créé en Europe apres la
guerre, et c’est ce qui donnait tout leur intérét aux études de terrain que je
poursuivais parallelement a la recherche sur la psychanalyse. En effet, il
s’agissait d’études sur le monde du travail qui exprimaient cette tentative de
comprendre notre monde, non pas le monde économique ou politique mais le
monde du travail.

Certes, I'étude sur la psychanalyse a été décisive. Mais en lisant cet
excellent numéro de nos collegues brésiliens, inspirés par la théorie congue il y a
cinquante ans, j’al eu 'impression que les questions que j’avais posées a propos
du monde du travail étaient redevenues actuelles, bien qu’abordées dans des
champs différents. Et les articles qui sont d'une grande qualité viennent nous
donner envie d’engager plus de discussions sur des domaines d’application,
comme 1’était celui du travail, comme de revenir sur ce que j’ai réalisé a I'’époque
ou je travaillais sur la théorie des représentations sociales.



Pour moi ce furent des années de découvertes de la France ouvriére, des
mines de charbon, des ateliers ou les lumiéres étaient toujours allumées, des
régions ou l'on exercait les mémes professions depuis un demi-siecle; des
"communautés" pour reprendre une expression de nos amis anglais, largement
adoptée, avec des orientations franchement sociales, par la recherche
brésilienne, qui figuraient dans I'historie de ce qu'on appelait les artisans et les
ouvriers et qui figurent encore dans les livres d’historie. Plus tard, je me suis dit
que, sur ces terrains, c’étaient bien les premiéres représentations sociales que
j’étudiais sans le savoir.

Tout cela m’est revenu a l'esprit en lisant ce beau numéro, car il me dit
que le monde, I'université et la science sont en train de changer. Presque tous
nos cadres vont changer. Et nos amis brésiliens avancent toutes sortes d’idées
d’avenir. Et voila pourquoi, pour tous ces motifs, nous sommes sur la méme
longueur d’onde et le méme courant d’amitié.

Serge Moscovici
Paris, avril 2011



Prefacio

A psicologia social estava a deriva, agora ela encontrou um rumo. Seus
centros de pesquisa e, sobretudo suas proprias pesquisas chegaram ao que
podemos chamar de maturidade, ela mudou de dimensao. Nossos colegas que
participaram desta edicdo especial da revista Temas em Psicologia nos dao a
Unica prova que pode existir: a diversidade de escolhas cientificas e de pesquisas
realizadas.

Os diversos artigos aqui apresentados, do Laboratério de Psicologia Social
da Comunica¢ao e da Cognicao ou dos pesquisadores que com ele dialogam ao
longo do tempo, fornecem um duplo testemunho: 1) sobre a vitalidade do campo
de estudos sobre as representacoes sociais no Brasil, e 2) sobre o interesse
conferido a relacio do fendmeno das representacdes sociais com os problemas que
afetam uma sociedade em momentos cruciais de sua histéria. E isso me fez
lembrar as preocupacoes que eu tinha em minhas pesquisas iniciais.

Quando comecei minhas pesquisas no campo da psicologia social eu tinha
uma preocupacio constante de ndo encontrar aplicagdo nem para esta ciéncia, e
nem para os estudos dos fenomenos da representacido social que tanto me
interessa. Essa preocupacdo parecia estar relacionada a uma questao
proveniente da proépria sociedade: como poderiamos esperar algo da pesquisa
quando acreditavamos que as respostas deveriam necessariamente ser apenas
politicas? No entanto, tinhamos a impressio de que precisavamos de um grande
numero de pessoas e idéias bastante diversas para decifrar o significado das
catastrofes que nos tinha deixado a guerra.

De fato, cada pesquisa foi uma espécie de revelagio, pois ndés ignoravamos
a penetracao gradual da questdo social na vida coletiva. E o que chamava nossa
atencio foi o fato de que queriamos ignorar o social, enquanto ele era a razao
visivel do que tinhamos criado na Europa apds a guerra, e foi isso conferiu todo
Interesse aos estudos de campo que eu realizei em paralelo com a pesquisa sobre
a psicanalise. Na verdade, eram estudos sobre o mundo do trabalho que
expressaram esta tentativa de compreender o nosso mundo, ndo o mundo
econdémico ou politico, mas o mundo do trabalho.

Certamente o estudo da psicanalise fo1 decisivo. Mas com a leitura deste
excelente numero de nossos colegas brasileiros, inspirado pela teoria concebida
ha cinquenta anos atras, tive a impressao de que as questées que propus sobre o
mundo do trabalho voltaram a ser atuais, embora abordadas em diferentes
campos. E os artigos, que sdo de grande qualidade, nos dao vontade de discutir
mais sobre areas de aplicacdo, como foi a area do trabalho, como de retornar
sobre o que fiz na época em que trabalhel na teoria das representacoes sociais.



Para mim foram anos de descoberta do mundo do trabalho na Franca, das
minas de carvao, das oficinas onde as luzes estavam sempre acesas, das regidoes
onde se exercia a mesma profissdo durante meio século; as "comunidades" para
citar uma expressao de nossos amigos ingleses, amplamente adotada com
orientacdoes claramente sociais pela pesquisa brasileira, que figuravam na
historia do que foi chamado de artesaos e trabalhadores e que ainda figuram nos
livros de histéria. Mais tarde, eu percebi que, em relagdo a estes campos de
interesse, que foram as primeiras representacées sociais que eu estava
estudando sem o saber.

Tudo 1sso me velo a mente ao ler este belo nimero, porque ele me diz que o
mundo, a universidade e a ciéncia estdo mudando. Quase todas as referéncias
vao mudar. E nossos amigos brasileiros avancam todos os tipos de ideias para o
futuro. E é por isso, por todas estas razoes, que estamos no mesmo comprimento
de onda e na mesma corrente de amizade.

Serge Moscovici
Paris, abril de 2011



ISSN 1413-389X

Temas em Psicologia - 2011, Vol. 19,n0 1, 19 - 26

Ponto de Vista:
Sobre o movimento das representagcfes sociais na
comunidade cientifica brasileira

) ) Denise Jodelet
Ecole des Hautes Etudes em Sciences Sociales — Paris — Franca

Em breve, completara 30 anos que
acompanho o desenvolvimento das pesquisas
sobre representacbes sociais no Brasil,
presenciando 0 nascimento de talentos
individuais, de correntes coletivas de pesquisa,
de programas de pds-graduagdo em varios
lugares, do norte ao sul, do leste ao oeste. Eu
retomo este desenvolvimento no momento de
uma dupla comemoracdo. A dos 50 anos de
aniversario da primeira publicacdo da obra “La
Psychanalyse, son image et son public”, pela
qual Serge Moscovici inaugurou esta corrente
tedrica, abrindo, no plano internacional, um
vasto campo de pesquisa; e aquela dos 20 anos
do aniversario da criacdo do Laboratério de
Psicologia Social da Comunicacdo e Cognicdo
(LACCOS), dirigido por Brigido Camargo, que
elaborou sua tese em Paris, no Laboratério de
Psicologia Social da Ecole des Hautes Etudes
em Sciences Sociales (LPS- EHESS) que Serge
Moscovici e eu sucessivamente dirigimos. A
historia deste acontecimento de certa maneira é
um caso exemplar do processo de constituigdo
de um campo cientifico. E eu me permitirei, a
respeito disto, retomar algumas reflexdes que ja
formulei em congressos anteriores que
reuniram a comunidade brasileira.

Eu ja evoquei esta historia duas vezes. Na
I Conferéncia Brasileira de RepresentacOes
Sociais, ocorrida em 2003 no Rio de Janeiro;
evento este simultaneo a 1l Jornada
Internacional sobre RepresentacGes Sociais.
Nessa ocasido considerei os 20 anos de
experiéncia e de comunicacdo com meus
numerosos amigos e colegas do Brasil, sob um
modo narrativo e mais pessoal do que um
balanco cientifico que considerasse as
competéncias dos pesquisadores brasileiros
(Jodelet, 2005). Esse balanco foi objeto de

varias contribuices dedicadas seja ao conjunto
de pesquisas feitas no Brasil, seja aquelas
préprias de certos campos de aplicacdo da
teoria como o da educacgdo ou o da saude (Sa &
Arruda, 2000; Arruda, 2005; Camargo,
Wachelke & Aguiar, 2007; Arruda, 2009).

Seis anos mais tarde, em 2009, na IV
Conferéncia Brasileira sobre Representacoes
Sociais, que teve lugar também no Rio de
Janeiro, fiz uma conferéncia que registrava os
progressos evidentes do campo de estudo das
representacdes sociais. Isto foi feito em termos
de numero de publicagbes individuais e
coletivas (livros, capitulos de livros e artigos),
de teses e dissertagbes de mestrado, de
pesquisas; e de participantes (alunos integrantes
do programa de iniciacdo cientifica,
mestrandos, doutorandos, pesquisadores
confirmados e professores) que pertencem a
diversas universidades em quase todos os
estados do Brasil.

Para dar uma visdo da amplitude
geografica desse progresso, basta observar que
em 2010 apenas cinco estados, de um total de
26 e mais o Distrito Federal, ndo tinham
nenhum representante do nosso campo de
estudo. Essa  importdncia  quantitativa
testemunha a vitalidade do campo que aparece
significativamente mais destacada no Brasil do
que em outros paises da America do Sul e do
Norte e mesmo da Europa. Parece-me agora
importante destacar a especificidade desse
desenvolvimento que segue ativo pela
organizacdo e participacdo em diferentes
congressos da é&rea. Além dos congressos
localizados no Brasil, a contribuicdo de
brasileiros forma uma parte importante do
publico que participou dos  eventos
internacionais; como as  Conferéncias
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Internacionais sobre as Representacdes Sociais
(CIRS) que ocorreram no Canada, Franca,
Espanha, Indonésia, Inglaterra, Italia, México e
Tunisia; e a Jornada Internacional sobre
RepresentacBes Sociais (JIRS) que ocorreu na
Argentina. E mais do que a importancia
quantitativa é necessario estimar o0 que
representa qualitativamente este crescimento da
participagdo brasileira para a produgédo
cientifica desta teoria.

Na conferéncia que fiz em 2003 (Jodelet,
2005), introduzi a ideia de que nos
encontravamos diante de uma “Escola
brasileira”, e retomei esta expressao em 2009, e
aqui eu quero trazer mais uma vez esta
discussdo buscando a melhor maneira de
qualificar a fisionomia atual do campo de
estudos das representagdes sociais no Brasil.
Realmente, é necessario precisar o sentido
empregado para a no¢do de “escola”, para que
ela seja adaptada a situagdo caracteristica das
tendéncias de pesquisa. Isto deve ser feito antes
de examinar se outras qualificacBes ndo seriam
mais adequadas ao que se desenha nas
atividades dos diferentes grupos de pesquisa e
nas trocas que eles estabelecem entre si.

A nogdo de “escola” se define de
diferentes maneiras. Num primeiro sentido,
essa no¢do é concebida como o que constitui
para um sujeito um modo de aprendizagem
através de experiéncias que formam a
personalidade, ensinam, esclarecem o sentido
do vivido. Assim se diz que se vive na escola
do mundo, da pobreza ou da riqueza, etc. Isto
quer dizer que se aprende por experiéncia a
maneira de se viver, as condutas que Sao
difundidas nas instancias da sociedade ou nos
grupos aos quais pertencemos.

Num segundo sentido, “escola”, designa o
ensinamento, oral ou escrito, que é recebido por
um conjunto particular de pessoas ligado a um
pensador que difunde sua doutrina, deste modo
falamos de “escola platoniana” em Filosofia ou
de “escola keynesiana” em Economia. Disto
resulta a existéncia de diferentes escolas de
pensamento que podem entrar em conflito umas
contra as outras.

Jodelet, D.

Num terceiro sentido, a nocdo de escola
remete ao carater comum apresentado por obras
que pertencem aos dominios da arte, da
literatura ou da ciéncia. Designam-se assim
grupos de criadores que se afiliam a uma
mesma corrente de estilo ou uma lideranga de
forma, por exemplo, em literatura a escola
realista ou a escola do novo romance. Mais
especificamente, em pintura, o termo “escola”
qualifica uma série de pintores que trabalham
dentro de um mesmo estilo que pertence a um
pais do qual os pintores sdo geralmente
originarios, e a uma época onde vivem, por
exemplo: “escola holandesa” ou *“escola
italiana quatrocentista”.

Se aplicarmos estas definicbes ao campo
cientifico, como o das representacdes sociais,
elas podem servir para especificar algumas de
suas caracteristicas. De uma parte, podemos
empregar a nogdo de escola, num primeiro
sentido, para indicar um modo especifico de
existir no seio da psicologia social, para os
pesquisadores que utilizam na sua pratica
cientifica o paradigma das representacdes
sociais, eles se distinguem de outras correntes
de pesquisa, dominantes ou alternativas. Dentro
do espago universitario nacional, a escola
brasileira das representacbes sociais se
distancia de outros modelos propostos na
psicologia social, ainda que diversos
pesquisadores busquem manter lacos entre
problematicas das representagcdes sociais e
aquelas da psicologia social. Porém, esta
designacdo € demasiadamente vasta e vaga para
corresponder ao que poderia ser uma escola
brasileira de representacfes sociais.

Para se aproximar mais da situacdo do
campo das representacdes sociais temos que
considerar 0 segundo sentido de “escola” que
remete a uma adesdo e aplica¢do de um quadro
definido por um modelo ou uma perspectiva
encarnada numa pessoa, num instituto ou num
grupo ou pessoas lideres. Mesmo se o0
paradigma de Moscovici segue vigente e
orientador, formando a base referencial de
todos os trabalhos que se reclamam da teoria
das representagdes sociais, hoje ndo se pode
dizer que constitui 0 Unico modelo usado nas
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pesquisas. Ao longo dos cinquenta anos de
existéncia desse campo cientifico, vimos
aparecer diversas “escolas” caracterizadas pela
existéncia de um conjunto de pesquisadores que
se renem ao redor de uma mesma préatica
marcada por uma associacao estreita entre um
modelo tedrico e uma metodologia. Assim, sdo
distinguidas na Europa diversas “escolas”. A
“estruturalista”, dita “escola de Aix em
Provence” porque os pesquisadores trabalham
na Universidade de Aix en Provence, sob a
lideranca de C. Flament, J.C. Abric, J. Vergés e
outros (Abric, 1994; S4, 1996). A “escola de
Genebra” (Almeida, 2009; Doise, 1982, 1986)
gue sob a lideranca de W. Doise estuda a
génese sociocognitiva das representacdes
sociais usando o modelo proposto por ele
mesmo dos quatros niveis (individual,
intergrupal, social e ideoldgico) para analisar 0s
processos  psicossociais. Este  mesmo
pesquisador sugere de se falar de “Escola
Lemana”! porque ali se retinem pesquisadores
pertencendo a diferentes universidades suicas,
devolvendo perspectivas complementares que
unem as problematicas da psicologia social
(categorizacdo, relacbes de género ou
intergrupais, processos de influéncia etc.) ao
enfoque das representacBes sociais. Nessa
escola observamaos, como no caso da de Aix en
Provence, uma elaboragdo conjunta de aspetos
tedricos e de metodologias adequadas aos
pressupostos tedricos, 0 que constitui a
especificidade de cada escola.

Nos Gltimos anos, com as contribuicGes de
autores como R. Farr, G. Duveen, |. Markova,
S. Jovchelovitch, M. Bauer, G. Gaskell e jovens
pesquisadores, a gente come¢a a falar da
“escola anglo-saxd” ou da London School of
Economics, mais orientada, como o faz, na
Austria W. Wagner que é muito ligado a essa
corrente de pensamento, para a analise do
discurso, a dialogicidade, a narratividade num
guadro contextual (Markova, 2003). Agora,
cientistas franceses que fizeram seu doutorado

! Termo utilizado por Doise para qualificar a Suica
francesa situada no entorno do lago Leman ou de
Genebra.

no Laboratdrio de Psicologia Social da Ecole
des Hautes FEtudes em Sciences Sociales
(EHESS), querem que se considere também
uma “escola de Paris” que adota uma
perspectiva mais simbdlica e antropoldgica,
aproximando-se das ciéncias sociais, com um
uso de métodos qualitativos.

Ndo acho pessoalmente que essa
denominacdo tem justificagbes. Mas ela
expressa um desejo de diferenciacdo e de
“ecumenismo  cientifico”  prevalente em
pesquisadores que buscam uma aproximacao
mais abrangente dos fendmenos
representacionais.

Voltaremos um momento as duas escolas
historicamente reconhecidas: a de Aix en
Provence e a de Genebra, que se diferenciam
como “estruturalista” e *“sociogenética” da
perspectiva  “processual”  mais  cléssica
correspondente as orientacfes delineadas por
Moscovici. Essas duas escolas foram até pouco
tempo  consideradas, no geral, como
divergentes, dando lugar a linhas de pesquisa
diversas e as vezes incompativeis. Mas nos
Gltimos anos foram encontrados pontos de
convergéncia favorecendo novas pesquisas que
juntam as duas perspectivas no estudo de
representacdes sociais. Podemos observar a luz
de essa evolucdo o caso do campo de pesquisa
no Brasil.

No campo brasileiro, a introdugdo dos
estudos de representagdes sociais seguiu varias
etapas que atestam a influéncia de uma ou de
outra dessas escolas europeias. Ap6s uma
abordagem processual, foi a abordagem
estruturalista que foi adotada, completada mais
tarde pela abordagem sociogenética. Mas a
influéncia que as escolas tiveram no
desenvolvimento do campo de estudo do
fendmeno das representa¢des sociais no Brasil,
servindo de inspiragdo tedrica e provendo com
metodologias, as referéncias europeias foram
usadas no contexto de uma aproximacao
diversificada das representacGes sociais. Raras
foram as pesquisas que aplicaram os modelos
propostos de maneira rigida e estritamente
reprodutiva. O fenbmeno que me parece um
traco importante da producdo brasileira: sua
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capacidade de assimilar nas suas problematicas
0s aportes exteriores sem submissdo passiva a
suas prescrigdes. Descobri essa tendéncia com
Silvia T. Maurer Lane. Ela foi a primeira
professora brasileira convidada por nosso
laboratério como Directeur d’Etudes Associée
da EHESS, para o intercAmbio de trabalhos e
perspectivas. Em Paris ela recebeu informacdes
sobre os diferentes recursos oferecidos para se
analisar as representacdes sociais. A partir de
um modelo estruturalista ela apresentou uma
andlise de entrevistas livres feita no Brasil,
retomando a ideia de buscar uma estrutura nos
discursos dos participantes. Mas fez para isso
um uso totalmente original da ideia de nucleo
central, ponte chave do modelo estruturalista,
afastando-se de um tratamento quantitativo
para a identificacdo desse nucleo. E seu
esquema funcionava perfeitamente, embora
focalizado em relagcBes semanticas isoladas,
analisadas de maneira totalmente qualitativa.

Essa tendéncia evoca para mim, algo
similar ao que teve lugar na literatura brasileira
nos anos 20 do século passado com o
movimento do “modernismo” que recusava
uma dependéncia aos modelos franceses que
eram nessa época as referéncias literarias
dominantes. Sob o0 nome de “antropologia” os
escritores brasileiros pretendiam destacar a
especificidade e a originalidade de sua
inspiragdo nacional numa literatura que
assimilava as perspectiva de fora sem obedecer
a suas regras.

A partir de essa constatagdo podemos
entdo falar de uma “escola brasileira” de
representacdes sociais? Acho que esse termo
ndo é adequado se referimos ao tipo de escola
representado por Aix en Provence ou Genebra,
mesmo se aqui ou l& os pesquisadores
escolheram um ou outro dos dois modelos
propostos nestes lugares. Minha inclinacdo é
dizer que se existe tal escola, ela deve ser
interpretada a partir do terceiro sentido ja
indicado aqui para esta nocdo, aquela
empregada na pintura. A que se refere a um
grupo de pesquisadores unido por um mesmo
estilo e uma mesma preocupagéo ou orientacao.
Essa orientacdo comum, pela diversidade dos
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produtos, parece focalizada sobre temas que diz
respeito ao entendimento de problemas
identificados na realidade social do pais. A
preocupac¢do dos cientistas ndo é tanto de tipo
puramente tedrico, ndo responde tampouco a
um desejo exclusivo de aperfeicoamento e
aprofundamento  de metodologias. A
perspectiva comum é de usar a teoria e 0S
modelos das representagbes sociais para
enfrentar questBes vivas que atravessam a
sociedade brasileira hoje em dia. Prova disto
sdo as avaliagBes nacionais do emprego da
teoria das representacbes sociais no Brasil
desde 2000 (Arruda, 2005, 2009; Camargo,
Wachelke, & Aguiar, 2007; S4a, & Arruda,
2000). Os trabalhos sdo desenvolvidos
essencialmente em torno de temas ou dominios
chamados de “aplicacdo”, mas que em efeito,
sdo dominios onde surgem problemas sociais
importantes:  educacdo, saude, ambiente,
politica e justica social, movimentos sociais,
memoria e historia.

Para mim, essa orientacdo social €
caracteristica de uma “escola” radicalmente
diferente da perspectiva das escolas europeias.
Estas se dedicam a processos e temas definidos
de maneira teGrica para enriquecer a teoria,
afinar as metodologias, no laboratério ou no
campo; ou para oferecer novas vias de analise
dos fendbmenos, conceitos e temas da disciplina
“psicologia social”, opondo-se as correntes
tradicionais. E verdadeiro que essa oposi¢do ao
tradicional tem que ver com o sucesso da teoria
das representacfes sociais, particularmente, nos
paises latino-americanos, que buscam entender
sua realidade social. Nessa medida, a escola
brasileira é comparavel as outras correntes de
pesquisa que usam a teoria das representacoes
sociais na América do Sul.

No entanto a “escola brasileira” tem
diversas originalidades. Além da importancia
guantitativa, ja mencionada, no ambito das
pessoas envolvidas em universidades de quase
todos os estados, no volume da capacitacdo do
pessoal pela quantidade de diplomas de pés-
graduagdo, de pesquisas e publicagdes; duas
caracteristicas brasileiras chamam a atencéo.
De um lado, a diversificagdo dos dominios de
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estudos. De outro lado, uma concepgdo
comunitaria das praticas de pesquisa, através de
encontros internacionais e sobretudo nacionais,
como as Jornadas Internacionais sobre
Representacbes Sociais (JIRS), as Conferéncias
Brasileiras e os grupos da Associacdo Nacional
de Pesquisa e Pds-graduacdo em Psicologia
(ANPEPP). Esses encontros constituem um
progresso enorme em termos de comunicacéo,
intercdmbios  de ideias, realizacbes e
experiéncias e em termos de aprimoramento
das préticas de investigacao.

Uma nova forma de articulacdo entre
pesquisadores em campos especificos como o
da educacdo, salde, psicologia social, aparece
também como um fator de unificacdo e de
progresso. Penso aos centros e redes
inaugurados  pela iniciativa de  Serge
Moscovici: o “Centro Internacional de Estudos
em Representagcdes Sociais e Subjetividade -
Educacdo” (CIERS-ed) de Sdo Paulo que
associa mais de 20 universidades?; o “Centro
Internacional de Pesquisa em Representacdo e
Psicologia Social ‘Serge Moscovici’” em
Brasilia que retine psic6logos sociais do Rio de
Janeiro, Vitoria, Recife, Belo Horizonte®; a
Rede Internacional de Pesquisa sobre
Representagbes Sociais de Saude (RIPRES)
que associa, no campo da saude, universidades
brasileiras (Floriandpolis, Rio de Janeiro, Jodo
Pessoa), sob uma perspectiva internacional de
relagbes com universidades portuguesas
(Evora, Lisboa), francesas (Amiens, Aix en
Provence, Brest, Paris), italianas (Roma,
Péadua), entre outras®.

Esses novos agrupamentos permitem a
estudantes, cientistas e universitarios de
diversas instituicdes do pais definir, de maneira
coletiva, problemaéticas inovadoras e relevantes
para 0s diversos campos, cooperar em
pesquisas, produzir um saber comum, elaborar
novos caminhos tedricos e metodoldgicos.
Assim  se estabelece uma verdadeira
comunidade das representacGes sociais da qual

2 http://www.fcc.org.br/pesquisa/ciers.html
® http://www.centromoscovici.com.br/
* http://iwww.cicts.uevora.pt/RIPRES

tenho pessoalmente uma experiéncia marcante
pelo meu transito nos diferentes grupos. Posso
testemunhar os lacos afetivos e intelectuais que
permanecem, através do tempo, entre 0s
membros dessa comunidade, apesar de certos
conflitos que emergem, de vez em quando,
como é inevitdvel em todas as comunidades,
particularmente quando entram em jogo
guestdes de poder.

Tal dindmica resulta em uma estruturacéo
nova do campo de estudo das representacdes
sociais. No passado, a estruturacdo assumiu
uma forma inovadora na medida em que a
difusdo do enfoque das representacdes sociais
comegou a margem do mundo académico. A
teoria entrou no Brasil pelos estados de Paraiba
e de Santa Catarina, passando pela PUC de Séo
Paulo, antes de se difundir no Rio de Janeiro,
Belo Horizonte e outras cidades do norte, do
sul e do centro-oeste do Brasil (Arruda, 1987;
Jodelet, 2005; Sa, & Arruda, 2000). Nesse
progresso cada universidade adotava o modelo
gue parecia melhor adaptado as suas
probleméticas. Assim, vimos a UFRJ divulgar a
perspectiva processual, a UERJ aparecer como
a sede da escola estruturalista, a UNb como a
sede da escola de Genebra, o LACCOS -
UFSC desenvolver a articulacdo entre atitudes e
representacdes sociais, a UFRGS propor uma
perspectiva centrada na comunicagdo nos
espacos publicos e comunitérios, etc. Podemos
agora observar, com a cristalizacdo de grupos
ao redor de tematicas e campos definidos, algo
como “arquipélagos” dentro da comunidade das
representacdes sociais. Cada grupo que relne
diversas universidades focaliza sua aten¢do em
problematicas, preocupaces praticas e tedricas
particulares. Este novo quadro nos indica que o
termo mais adequado para descrever 0 que se
passa no campo de estudo brasileiro das
representacdes sociais, parece ser a nocao de
“movimento”, e ndo a de “escola”.

Realmente, o conceito de movimento
permite considerar a diversidade e a
complexidade do campo das representacdes
sociais, tal como aparece hoje no Brasil. Ela
preserva a liberdade de cada grupo dentro de
uma visdo compartilhada. Ele permite
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abandonar a ideia de uma lideranga Unica
associada ao conceito de escola. Mas seja qual
for o nome escolhido, movimento ou escola, 0
desenvolvimento do campo das representacoes
sociais merece modificar seu estado atual para
oferecer uma auténtica contribuigdo cientifica.
O que significa essa assercdo? Os estudos
brasileiros utilizam a  Teoria das
Representacbes Sociais (TRS) como um
instrumento para um melhor conhecimento da
realidade social e uma melhora na forma de
intervencdo sobre ela. Com isto mostram a
adequacdo da teoria a0 manejo dos problemas
que surgem nos dominios de aplicagdo. Deste
modo, devemos esperar que esses estudos
tragam uma contribuicdo inegavel ao progresso
do campo cientifico desenvolvendo a
teorizacdo das representacfes sociais.

Uma teoria necessita ser comprovada na
vida concreta. Nesse sentido a aplicacdo da
teoria pode enriquecer a reflexdo. Muitos
pensadores que sdo favordveis a uma
perspectiva “societaria” na psicologia social
tomam a pesquisa aplicada como uma via
privilegiada para contribuir com as teorias
centradas nos problemas das sociedades
contemporaneas. Este é o caso da teoria das
representacdes sociais. O Brasil oferece muitos
exemplos de contribuicdes para uma
perspectiva centrada nos problemas e nas
caracteristicas da realidade social. E chegado o
momento de elaborar sobre esses exemplos
contribuicbes para um progresso tedrico no
campo do conhecimento.

Podemos registrar desde agora
contribuicdes deste tipo. Por exemplo, no caso
de estudos realizados em comunidades
(Jovchelovitch, 2000) foi possivel elaborar um
modelo dos tipos de saberes construidos no
espaco publico. Sobre a meméria, o trabalho
sobre memodrias brasileiras vivas de um passado
relativamente recente (S4, Oliveira, Castro,
Vetere, & Carvalho, 2009) abriu novas vias
para tratar do esquecimento e do
reconhecimento do passado politico. Outras
contribuicbes criaram novos espacos de
reflexdo, como o ilustram os casos a seguir. No
paradigma princeps de Moscovici, encontramos
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propostas para aproximar as dimensdes
imagéticas e imaginarias das representacfes
sociais. Esta problematica foi quase esquecida
nas pesquisas europeias. A0 contrario, no
contexto brasileiro, onde culturalmente e na
tradicdo intelectual se dd uma grande atencédo
as dimensdes relativas ao imaginario
desenvolveram-se, no campo das
representacbes sociais, iniciativas criativas
dando lugar a emergéncia de uma linha
inovadora onde se juntam reflexdes tedricas e
invengbes metodoldgicas (Arruda, & Alba,
2007). Outro retorno as propostas pouco
exploradas do paradigma de Moscovici tem que
ver com o0 estudo do pensamento mitico
(Paredes, & Jodelet, 2009).

Além  dessas novas  contribuicdes
estreitamente ligadas ao contexto brasileiro,
podemos esperar que em campos COMO
educacdo, salde, meio ambiente, politica,
justica; os resultados obtidos por 0s numerosos
trabalhos realizados em contextos concretos
poderdo fornecer uma base de discussao sobre
as contribuicbes dos diferentes modelos
empregados  para se  aproximar  das
representactes sociais. Desse ponto de vista,
acho que ndo é suficiente realizar “estados da
arte” examinando as é&reas estudadas, o0s
referentes tedricos e metodoldgicos usados,
como foi o caso até agora dos trabalhos
apresentados em conferéncias e livros. Tais
procedimentos sdo (teis em termos de
avaliacdo dos progressos empiricos nos
diferentes campos, mas necessitam  ser
complementados por andlises das realidades
sociais colocadas em evidencia através das
pesquisas. Duas direcdes de aprofundamento
poderiam ampliar a avaliagdo das contribuicdes
tedricas das pesquisas feitas em Brasil.

A primeira seria sobre os contetdos
representacionais identificados nas pesquisas
sobre os principais temas proprios de cada
campo estudado (satde, educacdo etc.). Essa
andlise permitiria identificar a evolucdo ou a
estabilidade das representacGes sociais, no
contexto nacional, e obter uma viséo
cumulativa das diferentes pesquisas. A segunda
direcdo de anélise remete a estruturacdo dos
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diferentes campos de pesquisa. No contexto
brasileiro, como em outros contextos nacionais,
0s campos estudados devem levar em conta 0s
sistemas de valores, ideologias especificas e
provenientes do funcionamento destes proprios
campos. Isso vale particularmente no caso do
campo da saude ou no da educagdo. Esses
campos aparecem em cada pais como sistemas
ligados as organizagOes institucionais, aos
estados e aos problemas particulares da
sociedade e de seus diversos grupos, como as
escolhas politicas. Especificar as caracteristicas
desses sistemas, como contextos de formacdo
das representagcbes proprias aos  grupos
profissionais ou sociais envolvidos, permitiria
uma melhor aproximacdo da formacdo e das
funcdes das representacdes ao nivel categorial o
ao nivel individual. Assim poderiamos
esclarecer a dindmica social e simbodlica que
sustenta as tomadas de posicBes dos sujeitos da
pesquisa. Poderiamos também aprofundar, via
comparagdes interculturais, os processos de
génese social das representacdes sociais que
entram em combinagcdo com a experiéncia
vivida dos sujeitos. Nos campos que se supde
uma formagéo dos agentes, como é o caso do
trabalho social, da salde, da educagdo; seria
importante seguir o modelo usado pelos
especialistas da formacdo profissional, que a
nosso ver estabelece uma diferenca entre trés
tipos de  representagdes das tarefas
profissionais: 1) as representacoes
compartilhadas na sociedade que constituem o
recurso mental dos agentes no momento de sua
entrada na formacdo; 2) as representacdes
socio-profissionais que sdo delineadas no curso
da formacdo e 3) as representacOes
profissionais que sdo cristalizadas no momento
onde 0 agente exerce uma atividade
profissional concreta. Assim, 0 contexto
definido por o sistema que organiza um campo
de atividade, as diferencas introduzidas pela
formacdo e a pratica profissional sdo quadros
cuja delimitacdo permitiria uma analise e uma
comparacdo dos processos de génese e de
funcionamento das representagdes sociais.
Seria possivel ultrapassar uma mera descri¢do
de estados de representacdo, uma mera

explicacdo das repostas dos sujeitos a partir de
sua posicao nas interacfes grupal e social, para
inclui-las numa perspectiva social e nacional
mais abrangente; e assim enriquecer a
aproximacdo do lado social do estudo dos
fendmenos representacionais. Hoje, duas
grandes orientacbes tedricas se destacam no
estudo das representacbes sociais. Uma
orientacdo  interativa e  comunicacional,
centrada nos discursos e na linguagem, nos
processos de comunicacdo intersubjetiva e
massiva. A outra orientacdo e de tipo societal,
focalizada nos quadros sociais das produgdes
mentais. Nos campos de aplicacdo as duas
orientagbes podem ser combinadas e
complementares.

Os estudos feitos em Brasil, que levam em
conta suas realidades sociais concretas, trazem
uma grande potencialidade para o avanco
tedrico. Desta forma, movimento brasileiro de
representacdes sociais, em vista da sua historia
e da diversidade dos seus desenvolvimentos, é
chamado a desempenhar um importante papel
no progresso do pensamento cientifico relativo
as representacdes sociais.
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Abstract

The study of the diffusion of scientific knowledge on aids from the perspective of social
representations takes an important role in the socialization of knowledge generated by science about
the illness. The experimental and survey studies reported in this article focused on the influence of
media, social interaction and different forms of diffusion of scientific knowledge about HIV/Aids on
the informative dimension of social representations, summarizing research conducted by the Social
Psychology of Communication and Cognition Laboratory (LACCOS). Results indicated that
providing conditions for the individual to receive the message and giving him/her the possibility to
have a position of towards it is fundamental for the acquisition of attitudes and knowledge that favor
prevention practices. This implies promoting interaction between scientific and consensual
representations in the frame of actions directed to the scientific popularization of aids.
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Representacdes sociais e ciéncias aplicadas: o caso da prevencao
do HIV

Resumo

O estudo da divulgacdo do conhecimento cientifico da aids, a partir da perspectiva das representacdes
sociais, assume um papel importante na socializacdo dos conhecimentos gerados pela ciéncia sobre a
doenca. As pesquisas experimentais e de levantamento de dados que serdo relatadas neste artigo
focalizaram na influéncia da midia, da interacdo social e das diferentes formas de divulgacdo do
conhecimento cientifico sobre o HIV/Aids na dimensdo informativa das representacdes sociais,
sintetizando uma linha de pesquisa do Laboratorio da Psicologia Social da Comunicacdo e Cogni¢édo
(LACCOS). Os resultaram indicaram que proporcionar que o individuo receba a mensagem e possa se
posicionar frente a ela é fundamental para a aquisicdo de conhecimento e atitudes favoraveis a
praticas preventivas. Isto implica promover uma interagcdo entre as representacdes cientificas e as
representacdes consensuais no quadro de agdes de popularizacao cientifica da aids.
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Aids is one of the most stigmatizing
illnesses of humanity history. Since its
emergence in Western societies, in 1981, it has
represented much more than just a disease, fast
becoming a phenomenon (Sontag, 1993). What
in the beginning was just a convention to
designate an illness soon acquired a life of its
own in the imaginary of the population. The
acronym “AIDS” (Acquired Immunodeficiency
Syndrome) soon got transformed into a noun in
Brazil: aids, and also became the symbol of a
new social representation that develops itself in
the course of communication by means of a
composition of scientific and popular
knowledge, according to Moscovici (2003).

According to the World Health
Organization (2005) there was no epidemy in
the last 50 years that was more severe than aids,
which gave it the status of pandemy. The
HIV/AIDS epidemy has hit all segments of
society, regardless  of  socioeconomic
conditions. In contrast with other illnesses, the
media presents aids as an evidence of decay
and degeneration. Due to the social meanings
linked to the epidemic, the HIV produces social
limitations mainly based upon the silence and
invisibility of seropositive people.
Discrimination and stigma go beyond the
borders established by cultures, languages and
sexualities. In countries all over the world there
are well documented cases of people who live
with HIV whose rights to health services, work,
education and freedom of movement have been
denied. An international review of the impact
of the stigma of the pandemy evidences its
combination with other stigmata like those
associated with disease, poverty, gender, social
class and nationality (Diaz & Toro-Alfonso,
2007).

According to the statistics, 26 million of
the 42 million people infected with HIV in the
world are between 15 and 49 years of age
(WHO, 2009). In Brazil, 544.846 cases of
people with aids were registered from 1980 to
June 2009. A proportion of 65% of those cases
were male. The southern region of the country
concentrates 19,21% of the notified cases, and
the state of Santa Catarina was the second in
terms of the incidence of aids by 100 thousand
inhabitants in the year of 2009, with 33 new
cases (Ministério da Saude Brasil, 2010).

The research team of the Social
Psychology of Communication and Cognition
Laboratory (LACCOS) has been characterized
by the investigation of the impact of different
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forms of scientific knowledge communication
concerning  HIV/Aids on the social
representations about the illness, mainly on
their information dimension. The studies were
conducted in the state of Santa Catarina, in the
south of Brazil. The results contribute to the
planning of public policies directed towards the
prevention of populations with diversified
profiles concerning HIV/Aids contagion,
sketching strategies with higher probability of
efficacy. We will present a synthesis of the
most recent studies carried out by LACCOS
relative to advances in the understanding of the
relationships between scientific knowledge
diffusion about HIV/Aids, social
representations and the knowledge about the
illness.

Social representation on Aids

With over two decades of coexistence with
the aids epidemy, society considers it a big
health problem, loaded with doubts, many of
which are deprived of responses, and tries to
organize itself to attribute meanings and
formulate concepts to learn how to live with the
impact and  psychosocial  repercussion
generated by the illness (Silva & Abrantes,
2004).

The threats and mysteries that came
around with the emergence of the social
phenomenon of aids can trigger a process of
theory elaboration — in individual and collective
spheres — that combines values, beliefs,
attitudes and information. It is by means of the
study and diffusion of those theories that an
individual organizes a coherent view of the
object and of itself in the world, at the same
time that s/he aims at negotiating a space of
acceptance and inclusion related to the groups
with which s/he interacts (Tura, 1998).

Social representations operate by making
it possible to understand reality: by means of
the construction of representations on specific
aspects of reality, groups and cultures establish
and isolate their products (ideologies, practices,
beliefs) from external influence. As an
example, the representation on aids as divine
punishment legitimates the discrimination
against homosexual men (Bangerter, 2000).

Camargo (2003) has identified a scheme
thoroughly shared by secondary school students
in France when he studied the social
representations on aids prevention: the idea that
the complicating element for preservative use
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was the boy and the cautious element was the
girl, since the former refused to make use of
protection while the latter demanded it. This
way of thinking the use of preservatives did not
have a correspondence in the context of social
behavior, but had force and a consensual
existence; it was important in the 90’s and
brought consequences for the prevention of aids
epidemy.

For the structural approach of the social
representations phenomenon, this modality of
knowledge is constituted by a set of beliefs,
opinions, attitudes and information about a
given social object. That information is
organized around a structure with hierarchical
elements, in a central core (Abric, 1994, 1998).
The peripheral elements are organized around
this core; they are the most concrete, accessible
and lively elements. Flament (1994) attributes a
behavior prescription function to the peripheral
elements, pointing out to the subject how to act
spontaneously in a given context. The central
core generates meaning to the other elements,
and organizes them in a relatively stable
structure.

In the 90’s, studies about the structure of
the social representation on aids demonstrated
the centrality of the elements sex, illness and
death. The idea of a mortal disease that is
related to sexual life, while a paradox, was
prevalent and organized the understanding of
common sense about HIV/Aids. Morin and
Verges (1992) observed this double centrality
of death and illness in the social representations
of teenagers from France and Belgium on aids.

Tura (2004) has observed that the
following elements: death, sex, condom and
iliness composed the central core of the
representation of a population of young people
ranging from 14 to 18 years old from Rio de
Janeiro, while risk group, contamination,
recklessness, loneliness, care, desperation,
solidarity, cure, weakening and hospital were
the ones that formed the peripheral system of
the social representation on aids.

In a study with Brazilian university
undergraduates almost ten years after Morin
and Verges’ (1992) study, Camargo (2000)
observed that the main central elements of the
social representation on aids were sex and
prevention, among others, characterizing the
relationship of aids with the notion of sexual
prevention. This change in the social
representation seems to be related to the intense
attention from the media about the prevention
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of the disease as the only form of protection.
Prevention actions in schools also seem to be
related to this change in the social
representation about the epidemy.

A more recent study (Camargo, Barbara,
& Bertoldo, 2007) with students from the same
age range of Tura’s (2004) research, but from
the city of Floriandpolis, pointed out the
elements death, illness, sex, preservative and
prevention as central and prejudice, fear,
sadness and drugs as peripheral ones. Although
high connectivity was observed between
illness, death and sex, the two elements that
introduce the idea of protection — preservative
and prevention also had an organizing role in
the social representation on aids.

More recently, Barbara (2007) also carried
out a study with secondary school students
from Floriandpolis and observed that other than
the elements sex and illness, the element
prevention shows up as central in the social
representation on aids. The death element is
still connected to aids, but in that study it had a
peripheral status.

With the passing of time it has been
observed that the functional elements that
characterized aids as a lethal disease of sexual
nature have gained an important element: the
fact that it can be prevented. This also brought
a normative quality to the elements: sex and
preservative, the dissociation of the threat of
the epidemy with a particular type of sex: the
protected kind. It could be observed that the
social representations on aids, in different
groups, demonstrate normative elements as the
main characterizing marks, and they point out
to emotional components linked to death as
central elements of that representation,
although that element has been attenuated by
the development of antiretroviral therapy.

Knowledge about HIV/Aids

Scientific knowledge is adapted as a new
form of common sense, in which groups do not
produce a scientific body of knowledge, but re-
elaborate it according to their means and
knowledge predispositions. Social
representations have a fundamental role in the
sense that they work to socialize scientific
knowledge, introducing it in everyday
communication and making of it a part of the
realities and lives of people. Mass
communication means, allied to the
intervention from science, exert influence in the
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construction of common sense theories that
groups create about a certain object
(Moscovici, 1981).

Internal and external processes are
involved in the transformation of scientific
content into common sense content, according
to Moscovici and Hewstone (1986). For the
authors, those processes may be called
informative  thinking and  representative
thinking, and each of those thinking forms has
its own rationality.

Every representation about a scientific
theory, physical, psychological, sociological,
etc. is situated within common sense and
implies deep change in content, as well as
cognitive structure. Once made, this change
corresponds to a change in the object
perception process. In the case of aids,
scientific contents about the illness become
familiar and part of the everyday lives of
individuals, because science is a part of the
view of everyday life, being inseparable from
social relations. However, its reorganization
involves different criteria from the ones
employed by the scientist, that is: the reduction
of elements from the object serves practical
purposes in everyday life. One of these
purposes, as signals Wagner (2007), is the fact
that  these metaphoric  and iconic
representations of scientific facts work as
acceptable and  legitimate  beliefs in
conversation with other people.

Studies point out to a relationship between
knowledge and preventive behavior (Almeida,
Silva, & Cunha, 2007); however, there are also
other significant variables in the adoption of
preventive practices (Camargo & Bertoldo,
2006; Camargo & Botelho, 2007; Trajman et
al., 2003), such as affective commitment with
the partner and having school as the main
information source rather than television,
among others.

Martins,  Nunes, Mufioz-Silva, and
Sanchez-Garcia (2008) have investigated the
knowledge of Portuguese and Spanish
undergraduates about HIV transmission and
prevention (N = 678) and have observed that,
although knowledge was high for the two
participant groups with different nationalities-
over 79% of correct responses-, the level of
correct answers was higher among the
Portuguese than among the Spanish. In a study
conducted in the United States for the
construction and validation of a knowledge test
about the aids virus, Carey, Morrison-Beedy,
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and Johnson (1997) have verified that the level
of knowledge about this topic increased with
the increase in school years.

In a study with 1.386 secondary school
students in Santa Catarina, Camargo and
Botelho (2007) observed that over 90% of the
students knew the ways of transmission and
prevention of HIV. Still, more than 30% of
them made mistakes when incorrect
transmission means were added, such as blood
donation or the use of public restrooms. This
lack of knowledge was linked to the fact that
most students had friends as main information
sources.

Most studies that evaluate knowledge
about aids focus only correct and incorrect
vectors in  HIV transmission (Camargo,
Botelho, & Souza, 2001; Marquet, Zantedeschi,
& Huynen, 1998), i.e. the instruments for the
measurement of knowledge on aids have
focused basically the pragmatic dimension of
knowledge about the disease, mainly its
transmission forms and the use of preservatives.
This observation has led Camargo, Barbara, and
Bertoldo (2005) to elaborate a measurement
instrument that evaluates more global
knowledge of the contents about the topic, since
knowledge on HIV/Aids involves also
information about biology, infectology and
treatment.

Departing from the official publication of
the Pasteur Institute, coordinated by Montagnier
(1996), 36 items evaluated by 15 HIV/Aids
specialists were elaborated. The experts
completed the test, suggested changes and
estimated the percentage of people that would
answer each question correctly in a population
of secondary school young people that was
scientifically well informed (referee technique).
The result of this procedure was a set of 24 items
that had to be evaluated as being true or false.
The items constituted 3 sub-tests, according to
the classification proposed by the publication: 1)
the Aids virus and its transmission 2) HIV
infection and its treatment and; 3) prevention
(Camargo, Barbara, & Bertoldo, 2005). This
Test of Scientific Knowledge on HIV/Aids
(TSKHA') was administered in 262 public
school students from the city of Floriandpolis,
with mean age of 17 years and 8 months; 56,9%

! To obtain the items of the TSKHA in Portuguese
or English, contact the corresponding author.
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were female and just 45% of the sample was
considered well informed.

Another more recent study, conducted in
Brazilian and French suburban schools,
employed only the first sub-test of the TSKHA,
the one about the Aids virus and its transmission
(Giacomozzi, 2008). The Brazilian participants
had a mean of 5,80 correct answers (standard
deviation 2,04) within 10 possible ones, while
the French had a mean of 4,96 (standard
deviation 2,16). The difference was statistically
significant [t = 4,34; df = 476; p < 0,001].
Those means are below the cut-off point of 7,
indicating that both in Brazil and in France that
type of participant did not present the minimally
expected performance in terms of scientific
knowledge about HIV and its transmission.

Also aiming at taking the global knowledge
on HIV and aids into account, Natividade (2010)
developed a test with 85 items to assess the level
of scientific knowledge of people older than 18
years of age about HIV and aids. For that
purpose, he has decomposed the knowledge on
HIV and aids in six theoretical dimensions that
described the theme: 1 - Aids and HIV
description; 2 — History of the illness and HIV; 3
— HIV contagion and prevention forms; 4 — Aids
symptoms and HIV functioning; 5 — Aids
treatment and HIV control; 6 — Epidemiology.
There were 480 participants with ages ranging
from 18 to 63 years (M = 25,44 years; SD =
8,25 years), 67,7% were women. The mean of
correct responses of the participants was 49,03
points (SD = 10,86 points; Median = 50 points).
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There were no differences of scientific
knowledge level about HIV/aids between the
sexes [t(478) = 0,63; p = 0,53]. In that study the
participants had a mean of 57,6% of correct
answers (total number of items = 85), which
indicates unsatisfactory scientific knowledge
about HIV/Aids.

Table 1 shows that the lowest mean
proportions were verified in the items about the
history of the illness and epidemiological
indications, while the items about contagion
and prevention forms were those with
proportionally more correct responses.

Knowledge, communication and aids
prevention

The presence of social communication
means is becoming more intense in lifestyle
nowadays, especially concerning the circulation
of objects of social debate, and particularly in
terms of the diffusion of information about the
aids epidemic (Camargo, 1997). The high rate
of aids notification cases, mainly among the
young, was one of the reasons that led the
researchers from LACCOS to question the form
with which the knowledge about the illness is
being diffused. It seemed as if just transmitting
preventive information, without interaction
between receptors and a more active
relationship on their part with the means of
transmission of such information, was a form of
reduced preventive effectiveness.

Table 1 - Scores and proportions of correct responses for each dimension of the test of scientific

knowledge on HIV/aids.

Dimension

Score in the
dimension (points)

Mean proportion of
correct resp. (%)

1. HIV and aids Description (7 items)

M=4,37,SD =1,40;

Min = 0; Max =7
. . . M=1,67;,SD=1,33;

2. History of the illness (7 items) Min = 0: Max = 6
3. HIV contagion and prevention forms M =20,28; SD = 4,26;

(32 items) Min = 8; Max = 31
4. HIV symptoms and functioning (26 M =15,54; SD = 4,33;

items) Min = 3; Max = 25
: M =5,43; SD = 1,40;

5. HIV treatment and control (8 items) Min = 1: Max = 8

6. HIV epidemiology (5 items)

M=1,73;SD=1,23;
Min=0; Max=5

62,43

23,86

63,38

59,78

67,88

34,60
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Camargo and Barbard (2004) have
conducted a study with 300 secondary school
students from public and private schools of the
cities of Floriandpolis, Itajai and Balneéario
Camboril, in the state of Santa Catarina, about
the effects of reading informative pamphlets
about aids on the knowledge of that illness and
on the attitudes towards preservative use. The
mean age of the participants was 16 years and 3
months. Half of the participants (150) attended
night-shift public courses and the other half had
daytime classes in private schools; there were
75 male and 75 female students. Of the 75
students of each sex and school, each 25 read a
type of pamphlet (A, B or C). The control
group was composed by 50 students from a
night-time public school of Floriandpolis.
Three experimental pamphlets were employed,
pamphlet A (Adolescence and aids) did not
emphasize any means of HIV transmission; B
(Adolescence, drugs and aids) linked the
transmission of aids to drugs; and C
(Adolescence, sexuality and aids) related aids
transmission to sexually transmitted diseases
(STDs).

The instruments employed in that study
were three questionnaires administered in a
collective situation, with 7 items about the
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knowledge on HIV transmission and a 12-item
scale of attitudes towards preservative use
(Likert type with 4 points — medium point =
2,5). The first questionnaire was administered
before reading the pamphlet, the second one
after reading it and the third one 10 days after
the first administration. The control group did
not read the pamphlets, just completed two
guestionnaires in times 1 and 3.

To verify the impact of pamphlet type on
the knowledge relative to aids transmission
(Aids Knowledge Index — AKI) an analysis of
variance with a 2x2x3x3 design was employed,
in which were taken into account: “gender of
the participant” (male and female), the type of
school (private or public) the type of pamphlet
(A, B or C) and the score relative to knowledge
about aids (before reading, after reading and 10
days later).

A difference among the three measures
about the knowledge indicator was verified
("time" variable) [F, 209y = 110,20; p < 0,001].
The interaction between “time” and “type of
school” also affected significantly the AKI [F,
2099 = 7,84; p< 0,001]. And the interaction
between “time”, “pamphlet type” and “sex”
was significant [F, 299) = 3,30; p < 0,05].
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Figure 1 - Short and medium term changes in the mean score of knowledge about aids
transmission, as a function of reading the pamphlets in private schools (N= 150).
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According to Figure 1, there is a clear
increase of the scores relative to knowledge
between time 1 (before reading) and time 2
(after reading) for the three pamphlets, among
the participants of private schools. The medium
term effects (between times 2 and 3) are the
ones that differ. The gain in knowledge is
slightly higher among those who read pamphlet
B, maintained among the ones who read
pamphlet C and partially reduced among those
who read pamphlet A. However, between the
initial and final situation (times 1 and 3) there
was always a gain in knowledge, independently
of the type of pamphlet, which is very different
from what happened with the control group,
where there was a reduction of the mean
knowledge score, what kept it below 6 points.

According to Figure 2, the comparison of
times 1 and 2 among the participants from
public schools indicated an evolution similar to
the one verified in the private school
participants, but with lower intensity. And there
was a medium term loss of the positive effect
among those who read pamphlet C. The
positive impact upon those who read pamphlets
A and B was maintained after 10 days.

The results pointed out that the knowledge
about aids transmission, in private schools,
improved more among the readers of pamphlet
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B (Adolescence, drugs and aids) than with the
readers of pamphlets A and C. In public
schools, though, pamphlet A (Adolescence and
aids) obtained more positive effects. The
positive impact of pamphlet B was more
evident among male participants. For female
participants pamphlet A produced better results.

The examined data demonstrate the
existence of positive impact of reading the
pamphlets on aids knowledge, but there were
no changes relative to the attitudes toward
preservatives and, in some cases, favorability
towards the object was reduced, mainly among
the readers of pamphlet C (Adolescence,
sexuality and aids).

The gain in knowledge about the topic
indicated that the contact with new information
adapted to the public that is their receptor
becomes relevant as a prevention instrument to
be made available to young people. As for the
informative material having reduced
favorability of the attitude towards the
preservative, it is possible that the preventive
message stimulated a more realistic assessment,
bringing up concern for the young. Anyhow, it
is possible to evaluate the use of pamphlets as
preventive strategies regarding aids as positive.
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Figure 2 - Short and medium term changes in the mean score of knowledge about aids
transmission, as a function of reading the pamphlets in public schools (N= 150).



34

Informative videos and scientific
knowledge about aids

In their study about informative pamphlets
Camargo and Barbara (2004) have concluded
that video is among the preferred media of
teenagers to obtain information, and
particularly information about HIV/Aids.
Hovland (1954) already stressed that video is
an especially powerful means of information
diffusion because it employs both visual and
audio resources, making the grasping of
contents easier.

Therefore, Camargo, Barbard, and
Bertoldo (2008), with the aim of verifying if
watching informative videos about aids would
increase the previous knowledge of the
receptors about the epidemic, have conducted a
field experiment that assessed the impact of
two types of video (scientific and popularized)
on adolescents’ knowledge about aids
(dependent variable). There were 141 teenagers
who took part on the experiment, all secondary
school students from a public school from
Floriandpolis. The mean age of the sample was
16 years and 4 months (SD = 11 months), and
56,03% of them were female. The control
group was formed by 56 students, while Group
1 (scientific video) was constituted by 46
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students and Group 2 (popularized video) by 39
of them.

A self-administered questionnaire and the
TSKHA (Camargo, Barbara, & Bertoldo, 2005)
were employed in a collective setting right after
the videos were exhibited (video 1 — scientific
for group 1, video 2 — popularized for group 2,
and no video for the control group). After one
week, the questionnaires were re-administered
in all groups.

Concerning the effects on knowledge
associated with the exhibition of each video,
the results were favorable to the scientific one
(see Figure 3).

Group 1 - scientific video — had a
statistically significant difference between the
first measure of knowledge and the second one
[t = 3,54; df = 45; p < 0,001], as well as an
increase in the mean score. Group 2 -
popularized video — had an increase on the
second measure that was smaller than group
1’s, and that increase was not significant [t =
0,52; df = 38; p = N. S.]. As for the control
group, the impact of the time variable
represented a small, albeit significant reduction
in the mean score: 15,86 in time 1 and 15.08 in
time 2[t = 2,11; df = 55; p< 0,05].
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Figure 3 - Mean scores in the TSKHA by experimental condition, before and after the video

exhibition.
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The experiment could evidence that only
the exhibition and understanding of the
documentary video with a more scientific
content implied a significant increase on the
knowledge about HIV/Aids. The amount of
information  that was conveyed with
entertainment purposes, to attract the attention
of the young, employing the appeal to emotion

The role of interaction in the
acquisition of scientific knowledge
about aids

With the aim of enhancing the study of the
impact of different forms of diffusion of
scientific knowledge about HIV/Aids on the
attitudes towards preservative use and the
knowledge of the disease, Barbara and
Camargo (in press) have carried out research
with 478 students of the 2" grade of secondary
school from two public state schools from the
city of Florian6polis. For that purpose, two
studies were conducted: 1) one about two types
of reception of an informative video (active and
passive) and 2) another one about a simulated
case involving a scientific controversy, in
which participants took part of the construction
of information itself.

In the first study the sample was composed
by 378 students, with a mean age of 16 years
and 8 months (SD = 2 years), formed by
51,05% of male participants. A total of 190 of
those (50,3%) took part of the group with
discussion (active reception); and 188 (49,7%)
participated of the group without discussion
(passive reception).

The instruments used in that study were
two semi-structured and self-administered
guestionnaires  (open-ended and objective
guestions); the test of scientific knowledge on
HIV/aids (TSKHA) (Camargo et al., 2005), and
a scale of attitudes towards the preservative
(Camargo & Barbara, 2004). The “Risk of Aids
in adolescence” video exhibited to the students
was produced by LACCOS from a script
elaborated by 2™ grade secondary school
students from the state education network of
Floriandpolis, and it is divided in two moments:
the first one tells the story of a teenager who is
contaminated with the HIV virus through her
boyfriend; in the second one, there are speeches
of two specialists (an Infectologist and an
Epidemiologist) tackling three dimensions of
the topic: contamination forms, treatment and
prevention.
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and persuasion by means of identification —
with the use of famous actors and singers — (in
the case of video 2) did not imply a significant
improvement. In contrast, the scientific quality
of information seems to have favored the
curiosity of students, generating significant
impact  associated with  the scientific
information (video 1).

The focus group technique (Bauer &
Gaskell, 2000) was employed for the discussion
of the content from the informative video, with
the aim of obtaining data about its reception.
Each group was formed by five to seven
participants and the focus of discussion was the
content of the informative video (HIV/Aids).

Two meetings were conducted (Time 1
and Time 2) with each school group, in a time
interval of seven days between them. The first
meeting (Time 1) had the following steps for
the active reception group: introduction of the
researcher and of the research to the students,
administration of the questionnaire, exhibition
of the video and group discussion (duration of
90 minutes). And for the passive reception
group the procedure ended with the exhibition
of the video (duration of 45 minutes). The
second meeting (Time 2) consisted in the re-
administration of the questionnaire in all
groups.

Concerning the information sources of the
participants about aids knowledge, school
emerges as the main one for almost all of them
(98%). Around two thirds of the participants
also indicate that the information was provided
by television, magazines and their families.

In terms of the knowledge about HIV/Aids
measured by the TSKHA, the participants from
the active reception group had a mean in Time
2 (20,88) clearly superior to the one from Time
1 (16,66), and the dispersion of their scores
decreased (the initial standard deviation was
2,52 points and became 1,97 in Time 2). In the
passive reception group there was also an
increase in the mean of correct responses (Time
1: 16,73; Time 2: 18,07), but it was smaller in
comparison with what happened in the previous
group, and the dispersion remained the same
(standard deviation of 2,35 points). The
increase in scientific knowledge about
HIV/Aids was higher among the participants
from the active reception group and presented
itself statistically significant [Fy 37, = 143,307,
p< 0,0001].
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The ANCOVA revealed a significant
effect of the “time of reception” variable on the
second measure of the TSKHA [Fi3n =
143.307; p < 0,0001], with a large effect size
(Cohen’s d = 1,28). The *“sex” variable did not
have a significant effect when considered
separately [Fi37» = 6,384; p = NS] or in
interaction with the “time of reception” variable
[Fi372 = 0,14; p = NS] on the second TSKHA
measure.

Concerning the second study — simulated
case — involving a scientific controversy in the
experiments about vaccines developed for
HIV/aids combat (Martin Godillo, 2001; Bazzo
& Pereira, 2005); 100 students took part,
distributed in 5 groups with age means of 16
years and 9 months (Standard deviation of two
years), 60% of whom were male.

The instruments employed in that study
were two semi-structured self-administered
guestionnaires (the same ones from the video
reception study) and a procedure named
“simulated case”. This procedure consists in 3
meetings with each group, for three consecutive
weeks with the duration of 2 hours each. Data
collection took place in class time, and was
carried out collectively. A questionnaire was
administered on the first day (Time 1) and the
other one on the third meeting (Time 2), that is,
before and after the simulated case procedure
(duration of 30 minutes).

Scientific knowledge in Time 2, after the
participation in the simulated case, presented a
mean of correct responses much higher (21,3)
than the one verified initially (in time 1: 15,92);
the dispersion of correct responses among the
participants decreased (from an initial standard
deviation of 2,73 to 1,69); and the difference of
the initial mean of correct responses when
compared with the final one presented a
statistically significant difference [t = 17,445;
df = 99; p< 0,0001].

In the two studies about pedagogic videos
(Camargo, Barbara, & Bertoldo, 2008; Barbara
& Camargo, in press), the TSKHA was
employed in its complete version (24 items).
The first one of them focused the content of
that kind of material (scientific or popularized);
and the second one concerned the type of
reception (active or passive) and the
participation in the construction of the
preventive message (simulated case). However,
the differences of the results found in those
studies can be stressed when the scores of the
first and second measures are taken into
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account. In Camargo et al.’s (2008) study the
students who watched the scientific video had
an increase of 1,25 points in the level of
scientific knowledge in comparison with the
first measure of the TSKHA, but the
popularized video was only associated with an
increase of 0,2 points. In contrast, in Barbara
and Camargo’s (in press) study the students
who took part in the active reception video had
an increase of 4,22 of their scores in the first
measure, and an increase of 1,32 points in the
passive reception video. Those indications
point out to the importance of the type of
content of pedagogic videos and of the
interactivity in the reception of preventive
messages with the increase of knowledge about
the epidemy. It is important to make it clear
that the video produced by the students,
although different, is closer to the scientific
video than to the popularized ones used in
Camargo et al.’s (2008) research, as it also
focuses scientific contents presented by
specialists from the health field.

It can be concluded that video presents
itself as an important means of diffusion of
scientific knowledge about HIV/Aids, which
might be used more often by actors in the field
of aids prevention. However, Camargo et al.
(2008) warn that one of the big challenges is to
select a suitable and current informative video
for that purpose. For the authors, pedagogic
videos must spread preventive information in a
clear language that is accessible to the students,
without overwhelming appeal to the suffering
of HIV bearers and people with aids.

The most significant contribution of those
studies involves the efficacy of the interaction
context in the sharing and grasping of new
scientific knowledge on HIV/aids, which can
serve as a point of departure for future studies
about the diffusion of scientific knowledge
about HIV/aids and the interaction in the phase
of elaboration and reception of preventive
messages involving the adolescent age range.
In addition, those studies attest the efficacy of
the two diffusion means of scientific
knowledge (reception of pedagogic videos and
simulated case) in the sophistication of
knowledge of the students about the epidemic.

Once that the participants of an interaction
establish a relationship of communication with
a better cognitive construction, it is necessary
that they occupy themselves with topics with a
complexity that is adequate to their cognitive
level, yet at the same time becomes
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progressively more complex (Ghiglione, 1990).
For Clermont (1994), the full development of
individuals is based on the construction of
knowledge, i.e., on the intrinsic motivation of a
task, on the intensification of communication
and on the interaction of participants. To favor
and to stimulate the interactivity of the public
in face of messages involving science and
technology topics has been the desired way for
science diffusion centers such as museums,
fairs and exhibitions. This is also evidenced by
computer networks, by articles in knowledge
diffusion magazines and specialized columns.

Humanity has always created forms of
diffusing the knowledge that it has produced by
making use of educational practices. One of the
components of knowledge is the scientific and
technological one, in which schools and
communication means are responsible for the
role of diffusion (Shamos, 1998). Scientific
diffusion consists in communicating, through
the large public, the results of scientific and
technical research and, more often, the set of
productions of scientific thinking, producing
messages that can be assimilated more easily
(Askevis-Leherpeux, Leyens, & Drozda-
Senkowska, 2000; Schiele & Jacobi, 1989).

The interest of the large public, i.e.,
population in general, by science and
technology manifests itself particularly by
means of an increase of the consumption of
cultural products related to scientific and
technical knowledge, which is usually grouped
under the expression scientific popularization.
The outbreak of magazines and journals
dedicated to the presentation of results from
scientific works and the examination of its
repercussions  attest the extension  of
popularization practices and the diversification
of communication strategies (Schiele &
Boucher, 1989). It is believed that working the
relationship between scientific contents and
their application, technological development
and its social and environmental impact
(society) might be an effective strategy of
prevention both in terms of environmental risk
and health risk, as in the case of the aids
epidemy.

Social representations, scientific
knowledge and communication
about aids

Representations are  transformed in
communication, by means of reciprocal
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influences among individuals, through implicit
negotiation in the course of conversation, in
which people guide themselves to shared
symbolic models, images and values. In this
process, people acquire a common repertoire of
interpretations and explanations, rules and
procedures that can be applied to everyday life.
But far from being passive receptors, people
and groups think on their own, produce and
communicate unceasingly their own and
specific  representations and  solutions
(Moscovici, 2003).

Therefore, within social representations
theory, the media possess an essential role since
they act on the production and conveying of
social  representations when  knowledge
produced by science is popularized to the lay
person. It is important to stress, according to
Bauer (1994), that this passage from science to
common sense does not take place in a single
direction, but it is rather two-directional,
transforming topics from common sense into
scientific ones (ascending flow) as well as
transforming  scientific  knowledge into
common sense (descending flow). The
diffusion of ideas in the descending direction
constitutes a form of popularization; the
diffusion in ascending direction is a form of
scientificization.

Social  representations  constitute a
category of common sense. They are hybrid
products formed from the capture on the part of
lay people of the specialized discourse diffused
by media. This scientific discourse is
transformed in its diffusion by the media and in
conversation and social interaction. The
transformation of meaning takes place when
groups get in contact with new and unfamiliar
ways of thinking. Due to the threat of those
new ways for collective identity, members of a
group or culture are motivated to communicate
with one another about those ideas or concepts,
and anchor them in a shared social reality
(Bangerter, 1995; 2000). Those processes
constitute an important aspect of current
culture, where discourse produced by
specialized sources has shifted from many of its
authoritarian sources of knowledge, like
religion, and performed an important role in the
validation of beliefs, thoughts and the
regulation of social practices (Bangerter, 2000).

Social representations theory (Moscovici,
1981) has contributed to the understanding of
how the acquisition and sharing of knowledge
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of different kinds are processed, above all
focusing the relationship between specialized
(scientific) content and common sense content
(social representations). Camargo, Barbara, and
Bertoldo (2007), when investigating the
relationship between the representation field
dimension, by means of the diagnosis of the
structure of the social representation of
teenagers about aids, and the informative
dimension of that representation by means of
the measurement of scientific knowledge
(TKSHA), could observe that the knowledge
that adolescent groups have about this illness is
hybrid, as it mixes scientific and common sense
aspects.

The students who presented more
scientific knowledge about the disease have
evoked the word blood more often, and the
students with less scientific knowledge, the
word sadness. The most frequent evocation of
the blood element indicates higher scientific
knowledge about aids, as the student broadens
the own understanding to beyond the pragmatic
demands favored by media, in which the illness
is dealt with predominantly as a sexual disease
that can be protected against through the use of
preservatives. The predominant concern focus
from preventive messages emphasizes the
prescription of preservatives rather than the in-
depth understanding of the disease (which
involves the role of blood, also in the sexual
transmission of the HIV). It is what we indicate
as partial knowledge of HIV/Aids in opposition
to more complete knowledge. On the other
hand, the word sadness refers more to an
attitude towards aids than to a proper social
representation, as its attention is circumscribed
to the experienced feelings associated with the
disease object.

Natividade (2010) also studied the
relationship between social representations and
the level of scientific knowledge about
HIV/Aids. According to the author, the
individuals usually present the following
elements from the social representation on aids
as being central: illness, prevention,
transmission, preservative, sex, suffering, fear.
But the people with lower levels of knowledge
about aids aggregated three elements to those:
recklessness, death and care. Among the
participants who presented higher scientific
knowledge, the five most frequent central
elements, ranked by order, were the following:
illness, sex, prevention and preservative,
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transmission. The order among those with
lower scientific knowledge was: illness, death,
suffering and preservative, sex.

The group with less knowledge brought to
light elements related to personal responsibility
for the contagion of aids and the concern with
death, differently from the group with more
knowledge. The idea of death may hide the
absence of information involving contents from
antiretroviral therapy until the current tries for
the creation of a vaccine. And personal
responsibilization might also be connected to
the lack of knowledge of the collective nature
of the epidemic, while a topic related to the
need of public policies. The suffering element
is more frequently cited by participants with
less scientific knowledge, data similar to the
ones found by Camargo et al. (2007) for the
sadness element in teenagers with low level of
scientific knowledge. The emphasis given by
participants with less knowledge to an element
with an affective characteristic indicates the
designation of the attitudinal dimension of the
social representation on the illness more than
the informational dimension itself.

Conclusions

The current approach of the diffusion of
knowledge about aids has not taken into
account the information set about the epidemy
of aids, since the contents are mentioned in an
isolated and superficial way. The individual is
considered only as a receptor or a passive
element in the process of communication
related to information referring to the illness.
And it is fundamental to make it possible that
the individual receives the message and is able
to find a position towards it, for the acquisition
of knowledge and attitudes favorable to
preventive practices. This implies promoting an
interaction between scientific representations
and consensual representations in the
framework of scientific popularization actions.

The emphasis established by stimulating
scientific knowledge in the formation of social
representations on aids is in the context of the
use of knowledge generated by the interaction
of individualities that will further collaborate in
the formation of collective knowledge. More
than a simplistic view of the acquisition of
information  about  HIV/aids,  dynamic
construction of knowledge must be promoted.
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There is a necessity to create prevention
and diffusion strategies that are not concerned
solely with transmitting scientific knowledge,
but rather with providing a relationship
(interaction) with knowledge that is able to
serve the interests and needs of the individual
to interact in society, so that s/he feels able of
employing what s/he knows to participate in
society as a citizen, emphasizing the
importance of the practical applicability of that
knowledge for the personal relationship with
the world.

Moreover, it is recommended that those
strategies are tackled jointly with themes
related to risk society and science diffusion,
since the individual is immersed in the
scientific happenings that surround this
amplification of the presence of risk, at least in
the sphere of social information. In everyday
life not only the aids epidemy is present, but
also atomic bombs, global warming, genetically
modified foods, etc. Those strategies employed
here for the understanding of the aids
phenomenon might also contribute to add depth
to the studies about the biological and social
insecurity (Jodelet & Scipion, 1992) in which
society currently lives.
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Social representations of ageing shared by different age
groups
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Abstract

The present study is focused on the social representations of ageing and positive ageing. 171 subjects
composed 4 age groups cohorts (G1 18-25; G2 26-40; G3 41-55; G4 55+). A group of 69 elderly
clients of a daily care institutional setting also responded to the stimulus material. All subjects were
submitted to a free evocation task concerned with ageing and positive ageing. Data were analyzed by
software EVOC and SPAD. Results of the structural analyses show a negative representation of
ageing given by the 171 subjects.Terms such as: wisdom, body, death, tiredness, loneliness among
other categories composed the hypothetical central core of the representation of ageing. Data on
positive ageing suggests a markedly positive view characterized by items such as wisdom, experience,
health and also autonomy and maturity among others. Factorial analysis show a more positive tone of
representations produced mainly by youngsters and senior groups. Results were analyzed taking into
account intergroup implicit processes and stereotypic answers were identified in the overall
representation of ageing and in the responses of the younger group.

Keywords: Social representation, Ageing, Positive ageing, Social stereotypes, Intergroup relations.

Nowadays there is a concern with the topic prejudices.  Furthermore, the intergroup

of ageing of populations especially by members
of the governments and health professionals
from most western countries. This concern is
due to the fact that an accentuated demographic
transition has been occurring whereas an
increase in the number of the elderly population
takes place. Reports of the WHO (2002)
recognize that in the first half of the XXI
century there will be a significant increase of
elder citizens’ life expectation as much as of
their life quality.

Research on social representations in the
area of studies concerned with the phenomenon
of ageing can contribute to unveil the shared
knowledge of social groups.

Studying the phenomenon of ageing as
perceived by different age groups allow us to
see the elderly as members of a particular group
but also as a social category which is implicit in
the classification and judgment of social events.
Such judgments have been studied as an
important issue within the social psychology of
prejudice and social stereotype.

The intergroup approach is necessary to
discover the implicit discriminations and the
social psychological dimension allows to detect
empirical data on social representations, social
stereotypes about the elderly and concomitant

approach in the study of ageing brings forth
data which refer to the distinct social positions
occupied in society by citizens belonging to
different age groups which reflect important
aspects of power relations, economical issues
and social organization as related to real life
groups.

A review of studies related to ageing
realized previously or concomitantly to the
release of the global public policies at the
beginning of the first decade of this century
was made with the aim of finding out shared
social representations but also information
about possible stereotypes and prejudices. As
far as the studies on social representations are
concerned we found similarities in the local
studies, in the south of Brazil as much as in the
international findings. Such review was made
aiming mainly at the positive or negative tone
assumed by each representational system
given that the cultural and local specificities
add a unigque meaning to such representations.
It also aims at making explicit the importance
of the intergroup choices made at the
methodological level as a determinant factor of
such representations.

Studies made in the city of Mexico
(Ampudia, 2000; Mendoza, 1999), with elderly
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samples, showed that ageing was associated to
“loss of activity” in the physical dimension and
feelings of “loneliness”.

Gastaldi and Contarello (2006), in data
obtained in the beginning of the decade,
demonstrated in their results that ageing was
associated to an effect of group filiation (young
x elderly) which influenced their social
representations of ageing. The youngsters
associated age with illness while the elderly did
not make such explicit association.
Furthermore, the gender of the respondents was
related to the attribution of potentialities and
weaknesses associated to the stage of ageing.
Italian male respondents concentrated their
answers on “psychological and physical decay”
while female respondents associated it to a
“serene and tranquil life”.

In a study of representation of ageing
made in Germany with health professionals,
Flick, Fischer, Neuber, Schwartz and Walter
(2003) concluded that the representations of
such professionals turned out to be more
complex than the ones observed in previous
decades. In this study the representations
obtained were concerned with the elderly’s
abilities in adjusting their limits; with their
level of activity and with their capacity to
maintain autonomy and determination. Those
results obtained in a German context anticipate
the changes which have been happening since
the introduction of the global public policies
respective to the elderly and their inclusion in
democratic societies in the beginning of this
decade. It shows that the German professionals
were going through a process of changing of
attitudes or representations whereas the topic of
ageing included positive tones and stressed the
importance of the dimension of activity and
autonomy of the elderly.

Some studies run during the end of last
century and beginning of this decade, in the
south of Brazil, arrived to results compatible to
the ones described above. In a first study done
and published at the end of the 90°s
(Guimarées, 1997; Veloz, Nascimento-Schulze,
& Camargo, 1999), concerned with the
representations of ageing as a process, of the
elderly and of old age, interviews were made
with  retired university lecturers, with
participants active in elderly groups and with
residents of an old people’s home considered a
model in the city. Those three groups were
chosen because they represented different
insertion in the social scenery with respective
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associated social practices. In fact, 3 distinct
social representations were found whereas
women in particular referred to the “loss of
family bonds” and “loss of bodily beauty”. A
second representation emerged from responses
given particularly by the male subjects, related
mainly to questions respective to the “elderly”
and “old age”. This representation referred to
“loss in work capacity”. A third representation
emerged from the contribution of both men and
women and was concerned with a *“natural
decay” result from the ageing process.

In a study, also done in Florianopolis, with
women aged sixty or more, interviews were run
about their early and actual sexuality. Data was
obtained in the beginning of this decade, (Flor
& Nascimento-Schulze, 2002; Lemos, 2001).
Results are like an echo of the ones previously
found, so far as women reported loss of
physical beauty and further they revealed their
ignorance towards sexuality at their youth.
They also reported on their lack of sexual
pleasure and the repression of desire which
followed them in their mature life.

Another research, realized at the beginning
of this decade and run in the same context, was
devoted to the social representations of a
healthy elder (Teixeira, 1999; Teixeira,
Nascimento-Schulze, & Camargo, 2002). The
groups of subjects elected were: healthy elders;
elders with health problems; caretakers and
health workers. The group of subjects which
had some sort of illness used an internal causal
attribution strategy to define the healthy elder.
They represented the healthy elderly as a
person with a “good head” and a capacity of
ageing in a positive way. Great emphasis was
given, by members of all groups, to the
autonomy of the elderly as a sign of health. The
group of caretakers mentioned a healthy life
style as the major issue in the maintenance of
old people’s health. Thus, this study shows
very clearly how different groups contribute
with distinct aspects of a representation, and
how prototypical examples can be observed
through the technique of words evocation,
which covers two important aspects in the
detection of social stereotypes, namely,
categorization and classification of items.
Furthermore, it is interesting to notice that the
results obtained in this research at the end of
the 90’s of last century, pointed to some ideas
which are now adopted by the global policies of
the WHO for the XXI century, respective to the
insertion of the elderly in present societies and
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defending the policy of a positive and active
ageing.

Finally, a pertinent set of data has to be
mentioned here resulted from a study also run
in the southern part of Brazil (Martins, 2002),
which is concerned with the social
representations of ageing by different age
groups within an institutional context of leisure,
culture and entertainment. Results obtained in
the interviews with youngsters and adults with
ages below 55; show a picture of the elder as
someone who needs more attention especially
so far as health is concerned. Those two age
groups also represented two types of elder
person: the ones who feel old and the ones who
do not feel old. On the other hand, the group of
senior subjects gives evidence to the *“support
of religion” and “faith” as important to cope
with the challenges of ageing. Also, similarly to
previous results, senior subjects attribute
internal responsibility from the elder as a
central factor for them to be able to reach a
successful life in the old age.

The different pieces of research that we
considered here, respecting a chronological
dimension, seem to be referring to a
representation of ageing which is very much
associated to negative elements and it is only
when subjects take in consideration an ideal
situation (for example: how would be a healthy
elder? ) that results give a more positive view,
as it is the case of the German study and the
study about the elder’s health where the
interviewed subjects argue in favor of a
different representation. Thus, at this time in
which the above studies were realized, a
prevalent negative view of the process of
ageing, the elderly, or of old age was pictured
through the results. This is an important issue
to the studies of social representations in the
area for two reasons: (1) researchers have to be
aware of the negative associations recurrent
with the word “old age” and “ageing”; (2)
because concomitant to those negative
representations, senior citizens were and
probably still are facing problems of
discrimination, prejudice and stereotypes.

Stereotypes and stereotype threat

The outstanding contribution of Levy,
Slade, Kunkel and Kasl (2002) refers exactly to
the same period of time in which the Brazilian
studies were being produced, and it can bring
some light to the issue of stereotype and social

45

identity. In a review of studies related to the
effects of negative stereotypes upon the self
perception and performance of senior subjects
with North American citizens, Levy et al.
(2002) demonstrated experimentally that social
stereotypes are internalized and can operate
without the awareness of the elder subjects.
They flashed age stereotypes on a screen at a
speed that was bellow subjects threshold of
awareness and had the behaviour of the primed
subjects judged by a panel of judges. Judges,
who didn’t know about the procedure and
didn’t identified the subjects who were primed,
judged their behaviour in several tasks as more
deteriorated than the behaviour of others who
were in the baseline condition.

Nosek, Banaji and Greenwald (2002), also
found indications that stereotypes related to age
are internalized. In this study, elderly subjects
displayed feelings towards the ingroup as
negative as the feeling maintained by the
outgroup, i.e., the younger subjects.

Levy et al. (2002) argued that unlike
gender and race stereotypes which individuals
encounter while developing group self-
identities, individuals acquire age stereotypes
several decades before becoming old. In their
study, they observed whether positive self
perceptions about one’s ageing influenced
survival, controlling for functional health and
other relevant factors. They obtained from the
measure of self-perceptions of ageing a partial
inventory of the participants’” definition of their
old age. The authors assumed that these
definitions tend to evolve, partially from the
age stereotypes internalized in childhood and
beyond and that they are unlikely to be
consciously evaluated. It was found that the
more positive the self-perceptions of ageing
were, the greater was the will to live, and this
partially mediated the relationship between
self-perceptions of ageing and survival.

Thus, there seems to be evidences to
suggest that the detrimental effect of
stereotypes in old adults’ lives can affect
elders’ cognitive performance because of the
debilitating context that stereotypes can create.

The great contribution of Henri Tajfel to
the study of social stereotypes has to be
mentioned here. Tajfel (1981) accepts a
definition of social stereotypes as a mental
image simplified of a category, individual,
institution or event which is shared, in essential
aspects, by a large number of people. He
contributes in particular to the discussion of the
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individual and social functions attributed to
social stereotypes. The individual functions
being mainly related to cognitive purposes and
the social ones particularly linked with group
processes. The individual functions are
discussed together with the process of
categorization and bring evidence to the close
relationship between stereotypes and prejudiced
attitudes as much as on the need to maintain
values. The social functions of stereotypes
bring evidence to the need to preserve
ideologies or to explain and justify a variety of
social actions which bring advantage to the
groups involved in the task of stereotyping.

The studies above mentioned assign to a
period in which there were negative
representations and stereotypes towards the
elderly. After 2002 the WHO and Unesco
launched a series of publications with the
intention to change the attitudes of citizens and
in specific of the young ones, by introducing a
positive view of ageing. Activities which
enhance positive intergenerational relationships
were promoted and public policies were
designed to influence citizens globally and
locally.

Intergenerational studies concerned with
the phenomenon of ageing assume an important
role since they can reflect the real world and
real intergroup age situations. The design of
intergenerational studies has a dimension of
intergroup relations so far as the groups created
by the researcher can reveal to the subjects an
ingroup versus outgroup dimension that is
implicit in the real world and becomes explicit
in the research setting. Such designs implicitly
assume an intergroup paradigm in which
perceptual discrimination, favoritism,
maximization of differences and similarities are
all perceptual and cognitive consequences of
the phenomenology of being in a group.

A study run by Liu, Ng, Loong, Gee and
Weatherall ( 2003) in New Zealand on cultural
stereotypes and social representations of elders
from Chinese and European origin, involved
intergenerational groups approached from the
tajfelian perspective of intergroup relations.
Cultural stereotypes were confirmed but also
universal representations such as the nurturant
elder or the curmudgeon were found.

Another example of studies using the
intergenerational model was done by
Contarello, Romaioli and Bonetto (2009).
Representations of the elderly were obtained
from young and older respondents and results
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showed that youngsters presented a more
negative view of the out group than the elderly
did of their in -group

After considering briefly the intergroup
consequences of an intergenerational study, a
review on the topic of positive ageing will set
the basis for the proposed study. The idea of a
more positive look to the phenomenon of age
but also to the studies on health have been
recently introduced by many authors and in fact
this new look is happening at the same time as
the propagation of the concepts of positive and
active health.

Positive ageing

The concept of positive ageing is adopted
in this study in contraposition to the negative
representations of ageing found in the research
examples above mentioned. Such concept
offers an alternative to the omnipresent idea of
ageing seeing as deficit or decline found in the
medical literature and which frequently focuses
in the ideas of loss, and of cognitive, biologic
and social deficits.

Gergen and Gergen (2002), conceive
different ways of ageing and admit that
although the longevity of citizens is increasing
in most countries, even so, the literature on
ageing, up to 2003, was still concerned with the
different losses that this process involves and
not with the strategies that those citizens could
adopt in order to have a positive view of the life
they still had ahead of them. They conceived
the mature life as a period of growth without
parallel as much as of personal enrichment.
They use the concept of positive ageing as an
alternative to the negative connotation
attributed to this stage of life. After the
pioneering contribution offered by Gergen and
Gergen, many contributions to the study of the
elders in the area of social psychology or
cognitive social psychology adopted research
questions and orientations which are closer to a
new paradigm of ageing focused in the
potential of the senior citizens and not only in
the loss which necessarily occurs during life
course. Among the several authors who could
be identified as adepts of a new paradigm of
ageing could be mentioned Seligman (2008),
Hertzog, Kramer, Wilson, and Lindenberger
(2009) and Ryff (2010).

Seligman (2008), after contributing for the
understanding of learned helplessness and
stress, launches the rationale for the positive
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health approach. The rationale for such theory
is very much consistent with the ideas above
described. He states that psychology and
psychiatry have done reasonably well with
mental illness but very poorly with mental
health. A substantial body of research now
suggests that intervention that builds the
positive states alleviate depression. Further, the
implementation of programs on positive health
can operate on the economic scale since health
costs will drop for the individual and the State.
The notion of positive health is relevant to
studies related to the old age since Seligman
assumes that positive health is a predictor for
longevity.

Other authors who contribute to a new
look to the studies of ageing are Hertzog et al.
(2009) who try to answer to the question
whether the functional capacity of old adults
can be preserved and enhanced and under
which circumstances. Hertzog et al. bring
scientific evidence to the argument that
individuals’ behaviors and environmental
contexts can enhance their  cognitive
functioning and development in adulthood and
old age. They work with the hypothesis of
cognitive enrichment which states that the
behaviors of an individual (including cognitive
activity, social engagement, exercise, and other
behaviors) have a meaningful positive impact
on the level of effective cognitive functioning
in old age. Among several topics he focuses on
the question of whether behavior and lifestyle
can move an individual’s  cognitive
performance vertically upward.

Another example of research concerned
with the positive aspects of health and ageing is
the large national study of health and Well-
Being supervised by Carol D. Ryff who is a
Professor of Psychology at Wisconsin
University and and director of the Institute on
Aging of Wisconsin University (Love, Seeman,
Weinstein, & Ryff, 2010). The broad research
line is contained in a national project on aging
called MIDUS directed by Ryff, which is a
forum for investigation , whereas health is
taken as an integrative process and delineates
the biopsychosocial pathway through which
converging processes contribute to diverse
health  outcomes (Love et al., 2010).The
project Midlife in United States basis its
research line on the concept of positive ageing
considered as a complex and integrated
biopsychosocial —process which  demands
several levels of analyses including
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sociodemographic characteristics, psychosocial
resources, life stress, health behavior and
practices and neurobiological risks. In their
research projects positive ageing is associated
to well — being which can be related to six

dimensions: autonomy, environmental
mastering, personal  growth, positive
relationships, purpose attainment and self-
acceptance.

The reviewed literature transmits the idea
that changes in terms of attitudes and
representations are occurring in the western
societies respective to the set of cognitive and
evaluative elements associated to concepts
related to ageing and the elderly and that this
change is occurring inside the research lines
and laboratories of research where researchers
choose to concentrate on relationships among
variables which verify reasons and associate
variables to the possibilities of a positive
ageing to elderly citizens. Thus, we can
speculate whether there are changes of attitudes
and representations within the academic circle
itself which often inspire new ways of looking
and perceiving hidden variables or even help in
the genesis of new paradigms and social
representations.

Moscovici (1976) argues that
representations constitute universes of opinions
which have three dimensions: the information,
the attitude and the field or image of the
representation.

This research is focused on the structural
approach of the representations since it allows a
comparative study in which the different
groups’ contributions can be considered in
relation to each other.

Abric (1998) considers that the elements
of a representation (opinions, believes,
information and attitudes) are hierarchically
organized around a central nucleus. Such
nucleus gives meaning to the representation and
around it are organized the peripheral elements.

Social categorization

Before describing the actual study it is
necessary to make explicit the overwhelming
role of the social categorization process which,
we claim, is always implicit in studies of social
representations involving groups.

The process of categorization can be
considered as the basis of cognitive processes
closely associated to intergroup strategies and
intergroup behavior.
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Tajfel (1981), Turner and Giles (1981) see
the categorization process as a systematic
superimposition of a classification upon a
stimulus dimension which leads to the
perceptual  accentuation  of intra-class
similarities and interclass differences .Such
process operates in social perception producing
prejudice and stereotyping.

Doise (1978) considers the categorization
process as causing intergroup discrimination so
that categorization per se induces individuals
to perceive themselves and others in terms of
their group memberships. Thus, they perceive
themselves as similar to ingroup members and
different from outgroup members. This
cognitive  distinction produces differential
intergroup behaviours and attitudes.

Moscovici (1981), when discussing the
processes of anchoring and objectification, also
stresses the importance of the categorization
process for the classification and naming
procedures activated in the structuring of a
social representation.

Those theoretical remarks highlight the
permanent presence of social categorizations in
real  social interactions when  group
identifications are triggered off by verbal
interactions or even by non verbal signs, as in
the case of age clues recognition.

Furthermore, the cognitive process of
categorization is the basis of the free evocation
task normally used as the technique to detect
the structure of social representations.

Based on the contributions above reviewed
a study was elaborated with the aim of
verifying the impact of a positive
communication about ageing upon the
structural representation already existent. Thus,
it is to be observed a possible change in
direction, structure and content of elements
present in the representations of positive ageing
when compared with elements previously
obtained in the representations of ageing.

The following research questions are put
forward: Which is the representational structure
of ageing shared by different groups’ cohorts?
The presentation of a positive concept about
ageing can modify the previous
representational structure? Is there a difference
in the shared representational structures of
ageing and positive ageing of different group
cohorts? The presuppositions were that the
original representation of ageing would be
close to the results obtained previously in other
studies in the south of Brazil in which ageing is
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categorized in a more negative way.
Furthermore, it was expected that the
introduction of the concept of positive ageing
would bring a change in the structure
previously shown. There was an expectation
that age groups would contribute differently to
such representations in terms of their structure,
attitude direction and content.

Methodology
Subjects

171 volunteers’ male and female subjects
participated in the study. They were divided in
4 cohorts or groups with ages varying from: 18-
25 (Group 1), 26-40 (Group 2), 41-55 (Group
3) and Group 4 with individuals older than 55
years. Another sample of (number) elderly
subjects enrolled in a daily care system
institution was also considered.

Questionnaire

The data collection involved a
guestionnaire with two basic questions. After
reading the instructions and identifying
themselves in terms of sex and age subjects
were asked to produce and classify by order of
importance 5 words associated to the stimulus
words “Ageing” and “Positive Ageing”. A
specific definition of positive ageing was
written on the questionnaire stressing the
potential and real importance of the elderly for
societies. All participants responded first to the
task respective to ageing and second to the task
concerned with positive ageing.

The following text was given to subjects
concerned with the concept of positive ageing:

“This idea takes into account the fact that
not enough importance has been given to the
development and the potential of people who
are older than 65 vyears. Medical doctors
specialized in gerontology, focus their attention
mainly in illnesses and little is said about the
positive possibilities of ageing. Such as the fact
that those people are wiser, that they have
much to teach to the following generations, that
they are the live memory of the present
societies, that they know more about life
because they lived more and furthermore , that
they are often the support element of their
families when both parents work outside their
home. In sum, it is not considered that in this
stage of life, when the process of ageing
becomes more evident, that people can also live
their lives with satisfaction and happiness”.
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Participants were invited to produce 5
words (categories) which they perceived as
being associated with each of the concepts of
ageing above described. The terms were then
classified by each of them in terms of
importance.

Procedure

Participants were individually contacted
considering mainly the criteria of age cohort
and educational level. All 171 participants had
a completed secondary education course and
most of them were in the university or already
obtained their degrees. However, the
educational criterion was not observed with the
‘daily care’ group of elderly. Instructions were
read in loud voice with each respondent and the
answers and classifications were written by the
respondent unless this for some reason was not
possible for him (her).

Data analyses

In a first instance data were analysed with
the help of programme EVOC (Ensemble de
Programs Permettant I'lAnalyse  des
Evocations), by Verges (1999). Such
programme performs a lexicographic analysis
which allows the researcher to reach the
structure  of the  considered  social
representations as much as its central and
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peripheral elements which are grouped and
displayed in four cells. Such structure is
obtained by a hierarchyzation of both: the
frequency and order of the evoked items
(Nascimento- Schulze & Camargo, 2000).

The programme EVOC was used with the
aim of describing the structure and hypothetical
centrality of the representational elements.

In order to find the different contributions
given by each of the four age groups a factor
analysis of multiple correspondences was done
with the help of the software SPAD (Lebart &
Salem, 1988; SPAD, 2008).

Results description

Representations of ageing

The total number of evocations produced
by the 171 respondents respective to ageing
was considered in the EVOC analyses and two
criteria were used to constitute the diagram
with 4 quadrants, namely, frequency of the
evoked item and the mean of the order of
evocation (MOE). As it is displayed in figure 1
, in the top left quadrant the words experience,
body and death in particular but also the words
need and wisdom, are the elements which
probably constitute the central core of the
representation of ageing.

MOE < 2,9 MOE > 2,9

Element f MOE Element f MOE
Experience 34 2,74 llness 48 2,98
Body 26 2,50 Family 25 4,08
Death 22 2,59 Loss 22 3,23
Need 19 2,84 Health 12 2,92
1>=8 Elderly 17 1,77 Knowledge 11 3,36
Wisdom 16 2,31 Time 10 4,20

Skin 14 1,86

Fear 12 2,75

Pension 9 2,89

Maturity 8 2,75
Maturation 7 2,43 Abandonment 6 3,67
1<8 Life 7 2,86 Entertainment 6 3,33
Tiredness 6 1,83 Respect 6 3,00
Sadness 6 1,83 Difficulties 5 3,20
Sufferance 5 3,40

Intermediary frequency:8

Medium rank evocation: 2,9

Figure 1 - EVOC results on social representation of Ageing for all subjects.
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In the first quadrant it becomes evident the
double bind associations towards the process of
ageing since together with positive elements
such as experience, wisdom and maturity,
appear negative ones. It is also mentioned the
word retirement, which could be associated to
negative feelings and interpretations. In the
second and third quadrants, peripheral answers
suggest the same division manifested in the
central cluster, whereas maturity and life are
followed by tiredness and sadness. IlIness
appears in the periphery with a high frequency
followed by health with a lower frequency. The
emergence of family as a frequent category
could be interpreted as a recognition of its
importance during the old age. It is worth to
mention the appearance of knowledge as
reinforcing the more central category of
wisdom.

The same data was used in a
correspondence analyses where the age cohorts
were considered searching for the groups’
contributions to the representations above
described.

The factorial analyses done with SPAD
software obtained a Phi index of 0.4159.

Factor2

happiness

sadness

55 years and +

=3
<
=

health
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Textual variables were analyzed together
with the four cohorts and allowed to identify
the contribution of each group to the extracted
factors. Three factors were produced by the
correspondence analyses and the first two
factors explain 81.30% of the total variance

(Factor 1= 54.70 %, factor 2= 26.62%).

The significant words and groups which
contributed most to factors 1 and 2 are
graphically represented bellow.

Factor 1 shows an opposition between the
group of younger subjects (18 to 25 years) and
the group of seniors (55 years +). But, the
group of senior subjects contributed more to
factor 1 (70.4%) than the group of younger
subjects (29.5%). Results show a predominance
of positive categories in the representation of
ageing in the responses of the elder subjects.
They mentioned happiness, joy, health and love
followed by sadness and lack. The group of
older subjects contributed with a dimension
where the positive side of their life stage
predominates over the negative. In this
dimension, the youngsters do not seem to share
a representation of ageing.

 resting

lanalinass

wrinckles | faar

41 to 55 years

18 to 25 years

knowledge

maturity

tranguility

ns
Factor 1

Figure 2 - Graphic representation of SPAD factorial analysis for AGEING (factors 1 and 2).
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Factor 2 shows group 1 (18 to 25 years)
in contraposition to group 3 ( 41 to 55
years).Results here suggest that the younger
subjects described ageing as related to
knowledge, maturity and tranquility while the
cohort of Ss with ages between 41 and 55
associated ageing with fear, loneliness,
wrinkles and resting. Younger subjects present
a consistently positive view of the old age
while the mature subjects seem to be somehow
worried or concerned with this life stage,
possibly because their generation group is
nearer to the experience of being considered as
a member of the elderly.

Results also suggest a different group
positioning towards the issue, since youngsters
are very positive, the group of elders give a
divided view to ageing and the intermediary
groups are more negative, proposing a blink
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view of their future, when they are stimulated
by the concept of ageing alone.

Representations of positive ageing

Results on social representations of
positive ageing obtained through the EVOC
analyses with the same 171 Ss show a
completely different set of data as compared to
the one obtained from the association with the
term Ageing.

In the first quadrant, top left, related to the
hypothetical ~ central  nucleus of the
representation, the three first words: wisdom,
experience and health present higher
frequencies than the following  ones:
knowledge, work and stories. Differently from
the previous structural results on ageing,
wisdom emerges as the most frequent element
in the central cell and knowledge migrates from
the periphery to a more central position.

MOE < 2,9 MOE > 2,9

Element f MOE Element f MOE

Wisdom 32 2,31 Life 16 3,06
Experience 28 1,75 Activity 15 3,07

Health 23 2,83 Respect 11 3,36
Knowledge 14 2,84 Maturity 11 3,91

1>=6 Work 10 2,80 Stability 8 3,00
Stories 6 1,60 Happiness 7 3,43

Security 7 3,86

Time 6 3,50

Help 6 3,00

Food 5 2,50 Joy 5 3,40

Autonomy 5 2,75 Conviviality 5 3,40

1<6 Patience 5 3,40
Relationships 5 3,40

Trips 5 3,40

Friendship 5 4,25

Love 5 3,50

Intermediary frequency:6

Medium rank evocation: 2,9

Figure 3 - EVOC results on social representation of Positive for all subjects.

As it happened in the results related to
Ageing, wisdom and maturity are present but
this time inserted in a different position.
Furthermore, the concept of health is included
in the new structure and family is not
mentioned as relevant and is somehow
substituted by activity. Thus, the concept of
positive ageing brings a different constellation
of concepts whereas the older person is seen as
more autonomous and dynamic. Thus reading a
positive conception of ageing promoted a

change in the representational structure,
including of the peripheral elements, which is
more positive and opened to new possibilities
to individuals in the late stage of life. In the
second and third quadrants, food and autonomy
emerged as relevant associations to positive
health and a set of 9 concepts ranging from life,
activity, respect and maturity to felicity,
security, time and help, complete the set of
related associations to the new representation of
positive ageing. The last quadrant, mainly
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associated to social practices, includes the
items particularly related to social interactional
issues such as: conviviality, relationships, trips,
patience, happiness, love and friendship.
Further analyses allowed us to see the
contribution of each of the age groups to the
above results.

The correspondence analyses results run
with the positive ageing data discovered a Phi
indexed 0.2781.

Three main factors were found in such
analyses and the two first factors together
contributed to 75.78 % of the variance (factor
1= 43.58% and factor 2= 32.20%). A third
factor by itself accounted for 24.22% of the
variance.

The contributions of frequencies in each of
the axes show for factor 1 an opposition
between group 1 and group 4 while for factor 3
there is an opposition between group 1 and
group 3.

The identified significant words which
most contributed to factors 1 and 3 associated
to the significant groups are graphically
arranged and displayed in Figure 4.

Factor 1 shows a contraposition between
group 1 (18 to 25 years) and group 4 (55 years

Factor3
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and +) so that younger subjects attribute to
positive ageing the words happiness and
experience while the older subjects attribute to
positive ageing the words friendship, work
and learning. This dimension seems to be
emphasizing the positive  aspects  of
interpersonal relationships where work and
learning are part of it. Factor 3 shows a
contraposition between group 1 and group 3
(41 to 55 years). In this dimension, the younger
Ss associate positive ageing to pleasure and
social interaction while Ss with ages varying
between 41 and 55 contributed with the terms
love, independent and participation. Overall,
the words that present the higher frequency
involve terms which show a very subjective
contribution. So, in the two complementary
analyses, positive ageing is seen as centrally
involving knowledge, wisdom as the main core
elements, followed by the happy conviviality.
Maybe an important result here is the emphasis
given to good health as a key element for
positive ageing. This result comes in agreement
with the research line developed by the
Wisconsin  group. Ryff (2010) associates
positive aging to positive health.

fove

learning

independent

participation

41 to 55 years

happiness

' experience

55 years +

friendship

18 to 25 years

social interaction
pleasure

08 04

0 04 Factor1

Figure 4 - Graphic representation of SPAD factorial analysis results for POSITIVE AGEING
(factors 1 and 3).
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Daily care subjects’ results

The same set of questions was presented to
a group of 69 elderly who frequented an
institution which offered daily care. Responses
were submitted only to EVOC analyses since
subjects constituted a single homogeneous
group in terms of age. Results for the
representations of ageing are displayed in
Figure 5.

The results of the daily care group suggest
the same ‘double bind” pattern found in the
results of the larger group previously analysed.
This group of subjects which is somehow
secluded from the conviviality of others,
frequenting the institution in a daily basis,
conveys a set of responses which on the whole
constitutes a  representational  structure
characterized by both positive and negative
concepts.

So, those subjects associated ageing
primarily with illness and health as much as
with happiness, loneliness and sadness.
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Peripheral elements of the representation
show the typical association of ageing with
God, family and friends but also with death and
fear. Longing, wisdom and fun were the
outstanding answers present in the fourth
qguadrant which usually reflects the new
concepts to be probably included in the core
representation in a future instance.

The same subjects, when required to
produce words associated to the concept of
positive ageing, and after reading the definition
given to the term, produced the following
structure for the representation of ageing which
can be seen in Figure 6.

The representational structure observed
above in the four quadrants, displays a positive
view of ageing. The first cell left and above,
includes elements that were classified as first in
a list and were mentioned with a higher
frequency. It is to be remarked that the same
elements which have, in the previous set of
data, occupied a secondary place are now
central in this representation.

MOE <3 MOE >3
Element f MOE Element f MOE
lliness 17 2,7 Family 24 39
1>=6 Health 13 2,7 Death 11 33
Joy 9 2,3 God 7 4.4
Loneliness 7 2,3 Love 6 41
Sadness 6 2,6 Friends 6 38
Happiness 5 15 Enjoyment 5 3,4
1<6 Experience 5 18 Wisdom 5 3,0
Fear 5 2,3 Longing 5 3,2
Intermediary frequency: 6

Medium rank evocation: 3

Figure 5 - EVOC results on social representation of Ageing for all subjects.

MOE <3 MOE >3
Element f MOE Element f MOE
1>=12  Family 28 2,6 Enjoyment 20 34
Health 36 15 Friends 20 4,2
God 12 2,0 Love 17 4,0
Joy 14 32
1<12 Knowledge 5 2,0 Trips 6 31
Good Food 5 2,6 Money 5 4,2
Acceptance 5 3,7
Intermediary frequency: 12

Medium rank evocation: 3

Figure 6 — EVOC results on social representation of positive ageing daily care subjects.
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Thus, family, health and God could be
considered as the hypothetical central nucleus
of positive ageing for this group of elderly.

The results here depicted show the
magnitude of the change occurred in the
structure of social representations after the
introduction of the concept of positive health.
When foreseeing a more positive development
of life in their old age, subjects not only gave
central importance to family and God in the
first quadrant but also introduced the concept of
health, showing their awareness of a healthy
life as an intrinsic component of well being
which accompanies a positive ageing process.

Discussion

Overall, results on ageing embrace a larger
number of negative categories followed by
elements with a more positive tone. Ageing was
represented as a stage of life whereas
individuals acquire some experience and
wisdom which are followed by needs, body
decay and death. The peripheral items which
necessarily report to the central ones emphasize
a life with tiredness and sadness where illnesses
and eventual losses are present. The family
occupies an important role in this
representational structure. This representation
of ageing is somehow compatible with the
findings of different research initiatives done in
the south of Brazil previously and illustrates the
internalized negative attitude towards this stage
of life.

However, factor analysis results revealed a
dimension with the predominant contribution of
the group of elderly subjects composed by
responses which denote internal positive
emotional states and perceptions such as
happiness, health, joy and love, balanced by
sadness and lack. Further, in factor 2
youngsters contributed with words which
denote a somehow stereotyped view of the
process of ageing such as maturity, knowledge
and tranquility but also, surprisingly the tone of
the contribution is again positive. This positive
representation could be interpreted as an
attempt to give a socially desirable answer and
maybe does not correspond to the youngsters
real experience. Still considering this
dimension the group of older adults (46 to 55
years) contributed with a more negative tone
bringing words such as loneliness, wrinkles and
resting. Such results invite further research with
the groups of younger (26 to 45 years) and
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older adults which most probably had a greater
contribution to the negative attributions
towards ageing in the structural analyses.
Important to notice that group 2 and group 3
include adults who are inserted in the work
market and make attributions to the process of
ageing taking into account the demands of their
work activity and their projections to the future.

Results on representations of positive
ageing obtained through structural analysis
show a change in terms of content and attitudes
direction when compared with the ones
obtained for ageing alone. The new
representational structure centered on the core
elements wisdom, experience and health,
together with the peripheral elements, show an
emphasis on health, activity and food intake
which can be interpreted as health care. The
structural representation of positive ageing is
also centered on conviviality, promotion of
social life and relationships. Finally, it also
considers internal stability of the elder person,
contentment, security and autonomy.

It cannot be argued here that there was a
change in social representations of ageing since
the participants have been minimally exposed
to the new concept of positive ageing.
However, results can be considered as
encouraging for any future state programme
aiming at introducing the new concept.

Complementing this data, the factorial
analysis on positive ageing contributions show
a somehow positive but stereotyped set of
answers from the younger subjects This is may
be due to the fact that the large distance or gap
in terms of age and the fact that there are few
opportunities in real life for significant
interpersonal relationships between those two
age groups led the young subjects to produce
socially desirable answers which maybe do not
always correspond to their real experiences.

The older group of subjects is explicitly
responsible for the inclusion of the categories
work and learning as associated to the first
factor. While the older adults give stress to love
and participation to be interpreted as social
inclusion as much as to independence, or
autonomy.

This data on positive ageing can be
considered as the beginning of a
representational process, since subjects were
not previously exposed to the conceptual
information and were for the first time, invited
to evoke associations respective to a new way
of conceiving the process of ageing. However,
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the category “learning”, mentioned by elder
respondents could be interpreted as considering
positive ageing as an opportunity for growth
and personal enrichment and self actualization.
Such internal dispositions are similarly
described by Gergen and Gergen (2002) in their
discussion of positive ageing and on Ryffs
conception of positive ageing. In a document
dedicated to understanding positive ageing,
Ryff mentions six dimensions of well-being
which are very much in tune with the results
found in this study, they are: autonomy,
environmental mastery, personal growth,
positive relations with others, purpose in life,
and self-acceptance.

Results obtained with the elderly who visit
a daily care institution on a permanent basis
allow us to see the changes occurred in the
structure of representations. Although it would
be necessary to have more information about
the conditions of life inside the institution to
interpret such changes, i the impact of the new
concept on subjects responses was very clear.
Results suggest in the first set of
representations a concern with health and
possibilities of illnesses as a central element of
the representation of ageing. This picture
changes to what seems to be recognition of the
importance of good health. Further, family and
God became part of the central core of positive
ageing representation followed by
entertainment, happiness and leisure.

Important to mention that the recognition
of health as a central element for the possibility
of ageing well and in a positive way, is in
compass with the conception of positive ageing
espoused by Ryff’s research program seen as a
consequence of biological, physiological and
neurological substrates as much as of
psychosocial processes.

The results obtained on  social
representations of positive ageing also involved
elements such as happiness, joy, relationships
and friendships, all considered as hedonic
formulations of well being, that is a concept
associated to positive ageing by Ryff’s group
which consider religion and spirituality as
relevant issues concerned with well-being. In
fact, elderly subjects from the daily care
institution in the present research, associated
God as a central element to positive ageing,
probably referring to their spiritual believes or
religious practices.

Finally, results showed some differentiated
effects for the age groups variables. The
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methodology and setting of the present study
allows observing implicit intergroup sub
processes such as in-group and out-group
differentiations and stereotypic answers. The
very nature of the association task elicits either
self versus others or in-group versus out-group
comparisons. It could be argued that cognitive
social comparison possibly occurred when
subjects were asked to categorize and classify
their answers towards a stage of life that
necessarily is the condition of the elderly. That
is, the subjects were making a comparison
between themselves as a member of a particular
age group (in-group) with all others, members
of the category of elders or the out-group.

Such hypothetical interpretation could be
further checked in a future study which
comprises in the instructions explicit
assignments to either self or group
categorizations.

Furthermore, typical studies on social
stereotypes use techniques which have common
aspects with the free evocation task used in this
study. The common aspect refers to the
cognitive activities of categorization and
classification of items. Also, the centralities of
the elements are arranged in function of the
frequency and ranking order. In other words,
studies focused on social stereotypes and on the
structural approach of representations are based
on the same cognitive processes.

Stereotypic  signs appeared in  two
instances of the results. Firstly, on the strong
negative  tone  attributed to  ‘ageing’.
Considering that there are many ways of aging,
dependant on variables such as: social class,
income, education, health state, social insertion
etc., the strong and frequent associations with
experience, body and death, illnesses and loss,
show a tendency to perceive ageing in a more
typified way. Second, the young respondents
answered in a positive typified manner which
suggests a lack of contact with ageing people or
a lack of knowledge about the issue. Important
to stress here that in intergroup contexts where
there is a marked categorization between
“them” and “us”, the out-group is generally
perceived as having less favorable attributes
compared to the in-group ones (Liu et al.,
2003).

Group 3, characterized by subjects which
are closer to the group of elderly in terms of
their ages, had some contribution to the
representations of ageing, which is mostly
marked by a fearful tone followed by a
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change to a more assertive contribution when
making associations related to positive ageing.
Subjects of their age cohort are contemplating
issues such as retirement and changes in life
style which are followed by such an event.

Finally, it is worth considering the social
status and possible social power which in real
social groups is attributed to individuals who
are in their mid twenties to mid thirties(early
adults), and individuals who are in their late
thirties and mid forties. This status and power,
when compared to the adolescents and senior
citizens may be attributed in function of their
insertion in the work world. Young and older
adults are respectively starting a professional
carrier or establishing one.

The present study cannot be characterized
as a classical intergroup study so far as there
were no clear manipulations of variables
making the intergroup setting more salient.
Nevertheless, it benefited from the intergroup
approach by going beyond the mere description
of social representations as produced by
different groups bringing evidence to the strong
influence of social categorization process and
approximating the concepts of social
representations to the intergroup processes. It
also invites further initiatives to explicitly
consider in their design variables such as:
social ~ comparison,  social  implication,
discrimination, group distinction, stereotyping
and prejudice. Those could contribute to unveil
the real content of intergroup relations among
intergenerational groups in the studies on
ageing.

References

Abric, J. C. (1998). Abordagem estrutural das
representaces sociais. In A. S. P. Moreira
& D. C. Olveira (Orgs.), Estudos
interdisciplinares de representacdo social
(pp. 27-38). Goiania: AB.

Ampudia, C. (2000). Sentimiento de soledad en
un grupo de adultos mayores. Tesis de
Grado. UNAM.

Contarello, A., Romaioli, D., & Bonetto, R.
(2009). Ageing and generations: A social
representations approach. In M. Lopez, F.
Mendez & A Moreira
(Eds.), Saude, educacdo e representacGes
sociais (pp. 89-104). Evora: Formasau.

Schulze, C. M. N.

Doise, W. (1978). Groups and individuals:
Explanations in  social  psychology.
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Flick,U., Fischer, C., Neuber, A., Schwartz, F.
W., & Walter, U. (2003). Health in the
context of growing old: Health
professional’s social representations of
health. Journal of Health Psychology. 8(5),
537-554.

Flor, E., & Nascimento-Schulze, C. M. (2002).
Representagdes Sociais da sexualidade: um
estudo com mulheres da terceira idade.
Revista de Ciéncias Humanas, Série
Especial Tematica. Representacfes sociais:
questoes metodoldgicas, 81-94.
Floriandpolis: EDUFSC.

Gastaldi, A., & Contarello, A. (2006). Una
questione di eta: Rappresentazioni sociali
dell’invecchiamento in giovani e Anziani.
Ricerche di Psicologia, 20(4), 7-22.

Gergen M. M., & Gergen K. J. (2002). Positive
Aging: New Images for a New Age. In J. F.
Gubrium & J. A. Holstein (Eds.), Ways of
aging. Blackwell, Oxford.

Guimardes, M. C. T. Veloz (1997). Velhice:
perda ou ganho. Dissertacdo de mestrado,
Programa de pos-graduacdo, Universidade
Federal de Santa Catarina, Floriandpolis.

Hertzog, C., Kramer, A. F., Wilson, R. S., &
Lindenberger, U. (2009). Enrichment effects
on adult cognitive development.
Psychological Science in the Public Interest,
9(1), 1-65.

Lebart, L., & Salem, A. (1988). Analyse
statistique des données textuelles. Paris:
Dunod.

Lemos, E. F. (2001). Atitudes de mulheres na
terceira idade frente a sua sexualidade:
narrativas de clientes no servico de
ginecologia do H.U. Dissertacdo de
mestrado, Programa de pds-graduagdo em
psicologia, Universidade Federal de Santa
Catarina, Florianopolis.

Levy, B. R, Slade, M. D., Kunkel, S. R., &
Kasl, S. V. (2002). Longevity increased by
positive self- perceptions of aging. Journal
of Personality and Social Psychology,
83(2), 251-270.



Representations, ageing, group relations

Liu, J. H., Ng, S. H., Loong, C., Gee, S., &
Weatherall, A. (2003). Cultural stereotypes
and social representations of elders from
Chinese and European perspectives. Journal
of Cross-Cultural Gerontology, 18, 149-
168.

Love, G. D., Seeman, T. E., Weinstein, M., &
Ryff, C. D. (2010). Bioindicators in the
MIDUS national study: Protocol, measures,
sample and comparative Context. Journal of
Ageing and Health, 22(8), 1059-80.

Martins, C. R. M. (2002). O envelhecer
Segundo adolescentes, adultos e idosos
usuarios do SESC Maringa: um estudo de
representaces sociais. Dissertacdo de
mestrado, Programa de pos-graduagdo em
psicologia, Universidade Federal de Santa
Catarina, Florianopolis.

Mendoza, L. (1999). La representacion Social
de la Vejez. Tesis de Grado. UNAM.

Moscovici, S. (1976). La psychoanalyse: Son
image et son public — Etude sur la
représentation sociale de la psychoanalyse.
Paris. Presses Universitaires de France.

Moscovici, S. (1981). On social
representations. In J. P. Forgas (Ed.), Social
cognition:  Perspectives on  everyday
understanding (pp. 181-209). London:
Academic Press.

Nascimento-Schulze, C. M., & Camargo, B. V.
(2000). Psicologia social, representacfes
sociais e métodos. Temas em Psicologia,
8(3), 287-299.

Nosek, B. A., Banaji, M. R., & Greenwald, A.
G. (2002). Harvesting implicit group
attitudes and beliefs from a demonstration
website. Group Dynamics, 6, 101-115.

Ryff, C. (2010). Understanding positive aging.
Institute on Aging. University of Wisconsin
- Madison. Online Publication.
http://aging.wisc.edu/research/affil.php?lde
nt=55

57

Seligman, M. E. P. (2008). Positive health.
Applied psychology: An international
review, 57, 3-18.

SPAD (2008). Guide de I'utilisateur. Courvoie,
France: Coheris SPAD.

Tajfel, H. (1981). Human groups and social
categories. Studies in social psychology.
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Teixeira, M. C. T. V. (1999). Representacdes
sociais sobre a saude-doenca na velhice:
Um diagnostico psicossocial na Rede
Bésica de Saude. Tese de Doutorado em
Enfermagem, Universidade Federal de
Santa Catarina, Floriandpolis.

Teixeira, M. C., Nascimento-Schulze, C. M., &
Camargo, B. V. (2002). Representactes
sociais sobre a salude na velhice: um
diagnostico psicossocial na rede basica de
salde. Estudos de Psicologia, 7(2), 351-
359.

Turner, J. C., & Giles, H. (1981). Intergroup
behaviour. Blackwell. Oxford.

Veloz, M. C. T., Nascimento-Schulze, C. M., &
Camargo, B. V. (1999). RepresentacGes
Sociais do envelhecimento. Psicologia
Reflexdo e Critica, 12(2), 479-501.

Vergés, P. (1999). Ensemble de programs
permettant I’analyse des évocations:
Manuel d’utilisateur. Aix en Provence:
Université Aix en Provence.

WHO (2002).
http://www.who.int/ageing/publications/acti
ve/en/index.html

Enviado em Novembro de 2010
Aceite em Marco de 2011
Publicado em Julho de 2011






ISSN 1413-389X Temas em Psicologia - 2011, Vol. 19,n0 1,59 - 73

Social representations and stakes across borders:
studying ageing in times of change

Maria Macedo Nagel
Universita degli Studi di Padova, Italia

Alberta Contarello
Universita degli Studi di Padova, Italia

Joédo Wachelke
Universita degli Studi di Padova, Italia

Abstract

After a brief overview of recent approaches to the study of ageing between stereotypes and
representations, a study is presented in order to explore the social representations of the elderly in
three contexts differing for age structure of the population and for main institutional stakes. Brazilian,
German and Italian data were collected via a free association task to the stimulus-word “the elderly”
and analysed through content and correspondence analysis. The results bring partial support to the
expectations as the three national groups present some differences, both in the content of the
representation and in positions taken along the detected underlying dimensions, which appear to
reflect and re-launch differences in political and public agendas. Methodological issues concerning
cross- and inter-cultural research are also raised and discussed.

Keywords: Social representations, Ageing, Stake value, Geopolitical contexts.

Representacgdes sociais e desafios além de fronteiras: estudando o
envelhecimento em tempos de mudanca

Resumo

Depois de um breve panorama das abordagens recentes para o estudo do envelhecimento entre
estereotipos e representacfes, um estudo é apresentado com o intuito de explorar as representacdes
sociais do idoso em trés contextos diferenciados quanto a estrutura etaria da populagcdo e aos
principais desafios institucionais. Dados brasileiros, alemaes e italianos foram coletados por meio de
uma tarefa de associacdo livre para a palavra-estimulo “o idoso” e foram analisados através de analise
de contetdo e correspondéncias. Os resultados trazem suporte parcial para as expectativas, ja que 0s
trés grupos nacionais apresentam algumas diferencas tanto no contetdo da representagdo, quanto nas
posicdes assumidas ao longo das dimens@es subjacentes detectadas, que aparentam refletir e relancar
diferencas nas agendas politicas e publicas. Questdes metodoldgicas envolvendo a pesquisa cultural
comparativa e intercultural também s&o levantadas e discutidas.

Palavras-chave: Representagdes sociais, Envelhecimento, Valor de desafio, Contextos
geopoliticos.

The world population is ageing with a psychology, especially within the social

speed which has seldom been encountered.
This happens — and has happened — with great
disparity between and within groups. These
dramatic changes provide an intriguing
scenario and call for research within social

representations perspective, in search of new
contents and structures of meaning.

Research on the shared knowledge about
elderly people, old age and ageing has been
conducted both from the social cognition and
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social representations perspectives. From a
social cognition perspective, the theme has
been exploited in terms of stereotypes,
prototypes, prejudice (ageism, e.g. Giles &
Reid, 2005) or processes that can control and
de-bias social thought (e.g. perspective taking
vs. stereotype suppression, cf. Galinsky &
Moskowitz, 2000). Studies aligned with this
tradition show mostly a negative bias against
the elderly, although other variables such as the
quality of contact with elderly people, target
gender, differences in target age and study
design can moderate the results (Hale, 1998;
Kite, Stockdale, Whitley, & Johnson, 2005).
They also indicate that evaluations of the
elderly are multidimensional and affectively
mixed; that is, formed by both positive and
negative traits. There are good and bad
stereotypes related to the elderly (Brewer, Dull,
& Lui, 1981; Hummert, 1990; Fiske, Cuddy,
Glick, & Xu, 2002; Kite, Stockdale, Whitley, &
Johnson, 2005), similar in content among
younger and older people, but growing in
complexity as people get older (Hale, 1998;
Hummert, Garstka, Shane, & Strahm, 1994).

In a parallel way, research on social
representations of ageing has been flourishing
in the last decades both in Europe and in Latin
America, but also globally, devising theoretical
and methodological frames in order to study
this issue, turning attention to the topic at
various levels of abstraction. Along time, the
social representations of the elderly, of
old/third age and of ageing have been explored
from a more “concrete” to a more abstract level
(Magnabosco-Martins, Camargo, & Biasus,
2009). Similarly to what could be concluded
from social cognition studies, the most
common pattern of results from social
representation studies, found across various
European and Latin American countries, points
out to the organization of the contents of ageing
in two dimensions: a positive and a negative
one, reflecting psychological and biological
gains and losses derived from getting older
(Gastaldi & Contarello, 2006; Gaymard, 2006;
Magnabosco-Martins et al., 2009; Moliner &
Vidal, 2003; Veloz, Nascimento-Schulze, &
Camargo, 1999; Wachelke, 2009; Wachelke et
al., 2008). However, while that pattern seems to
be general, there are differences in
representations linked to different age groups
and cultural contexts. Healthy elderly people
usually mention more concrete and positive
elements than young people, who share a
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representation with a majority of negative
aspects (Gastaldi & Contarello, 2006;
Gaymard, 2006; Hubbard, 2007; Magnabosco-
Martins et al., 2009; Wachelke, 2009). Recent
research with Italian and Brazilian participants
confirmed the existence of differences in the
social representations shared by age groups —
Italian elders present a representation that is
more concrete and richer, while Italian
youngsters  activate  proportionally  more
normative schemes — and by people from
different countries — Italian young people hold
a representation with more activated
relationships than Brazilian participants from
the same age range, and both representations
differ in content (Wachelke & Contarello,
2010). The gender variable, in contrast, does
not play a clear role in segmenting social
representation  knowledge; some  studies
indicate that women emphasize aspects
related to beauty and family (Veloz et al.,
1999), others suggest that women evaluate
ageing more positively than men (Gastaldi &
Contarello, 2006) while others again indicate
only minor peripheral differences (Wachelke &
Contarello, 2010). No defined trend can be
outlined from the literature.

Focusing on the elderly, beyond classical
stereotypical images (the wizard and the fool)
(cf. Jodelet, 2009), (re)new(ed) shared images
appear: among them, the weak subject in need
of care (both in terms of social exclusion and of
health needs) and the liberated person, finally
free from social constrains  (although
considered with interested suspicion by
younger relatives). Research carried out along
time in the United States, indicated stereotypes
such as elder statesperson, grandmother, elderly
citizen and inactive (Brewer et al., 1981;
Schmidt & Boland, 1986) and “cultural
archetypes” such as: golden ager, John Wayne
conservative, perfect grandparent, shrew/
curmudgeon, recluse, despondent, and severely
impaired (Hummert et al., 1994). Recent
research that inquired the cultural basis of such
knowledge structures in New Zealand showed
the existence of differences in the social
representations of the elderly in New
Zealanders of European vs. Chinese descent
with greater complexity in the former and more
reference to implicit role relations in the latter
(Liu, Ng, Loong, Geel, & Weatherall, 2003).
However, from cluster analyses performed after
a card-sorting task, two strong shared patterns
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emerge, which the authors interpret as traits
that might represent the “hot core” of the
representation, maybe universal: curmudgeon
and nurturant, with the former particularly
linked with the Chinese New Zealander
subsample who also share other subtypes: elder
statesperson, impaired, old-timer.

Closer to the cultural groups considered in
the present paper, research conducted in Brazil
by Magnabosco-Martins et al. (2009) with
lexical analysis of interview data brings little
support to the claim of a wide generality of the
ill-tempered, curmudgeon, type: the four
clusters that result from adolescents, adults and
elderly participants point to changes in
relational bonds with the family, self-
perception as aged, issues linked with
retirement and experience and prejudice.

Also in Italy, archive research on the
representations of the elderly carried out with
content and correspondence analyses of literary
texts (Contarello, Marini, Nencini, & Ricci,
2011) shows only in part the persistence of the
curmudgeon type, in a book located in a shelter
home. Withdrawal, impassibility and decline
appear in the text with stronger evidence,
counterbalanced by the generative power of
affective and love relations. In a collection of
short stories depicting elderly women living on
their own, this kernel disappears leaving room
for perceived loss vs. maintenance of energies,
bodily aspects vs. emotions, beauty of the past
vs. vitality of the present and fragility vs.
resistance. It is mainly this last resource that
constitutes a powerful mark to define advanced
elderly women depicted in the book. Other
studies in Italy and elsewhere underline the
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emergence of multiple images and shared
conceptions of the elderly with growing
multidimensionality and ambivalence
(Deponte, 2008).

This variety in the results might clearly be
due to methodological differences, as well as to
characteristic demands or again to different
aims purchased in the various frameworks in
which the enquiries have been conducted. It
however opens new questions as regards
general and specific views on ageing, mainly in
terms of social representations.

A social representations perspective allows
to take jointly into account social and
psychological processes, as well as macro,
meso, and microlevels of analysis. Flick’s
(1998) schematization appears here helpful,
suggesting studying the area defined by macro-
structural changes, changes in practices and
everyday life activities, and changes at the level
of individual and relational experiences (Figure
1).

At a macro level, as we know, the whole
world is ageing, but with a different pace in
different regions and areas: longevity has not
been unknown in the past but the number of
people who are expected to reach a remarkable
age is growing very quickly (Cesa Bianchi,
1987, 1998), although with great variety and
disparity around the planet. Italy, in this regard,
is one of the most “aged” countries (the first
until some years ago, now surpassed by Japan),
followed closely by Germany, but also “new
Countries” such as the Brazilian subcontinent,
are presenting and foreseeing dramatic changes,
as illustrated in Figure 2.

Changes In Social “Realities”

Social
Representations

Changes in Psychological
Processes )

~ Changes in Uses
~and Practices

Figure 1 - The space in between (Flick, 1998; cf. Moscovici, 1961/76).
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Specularly, ageing assumes new stake
values, both at a general level and at more
specific ones. If a wider proportion of the
population has more chances to get older, it
becomes a shared aim to look for improved
ways of ageing, suitable to expand and enrich
this new “time for life”. Both in terms of social
policy and of theoretical advancements, we
thus encounter new agendas and proposals.

In the Nineties the World Health
Organization launched the idea of Active
Ageing to enhance the process of optimization
of opportunities regarding health, social
participation and security (cf. WHO, 2002).
The aim was to promote physical and
psychological well-being towards an enhanced
quality of life of the elderly and of the
population in general, following the principles
of human rights and equal opportunities. The
term Active refers here not just to movement or
exercise but to active participation on
economical, social, cultural grounds, by elderly
people, including those with handicaps or
disabilities. Underlying Active Ageing, there
are determinants of varied nature: economic,
behavioural, personal, physical, social, and
linked with health and social services. These
recommendations have been later introduced
more locally, with more specific guidelines and
concerns.

In parallel, within the social psychological
domain, new theoretical advancements have
been proposed, mainly by Baltes and Baltes
(1991) who studied what they named
“successful ageing” in a main stream
perspective and by Gergen and Gergen (2000,
2002) who deepened the inquiry on “positive
ageing” along a social constructionist line (cf.
Contarello, Romaioli, & Bonetto, 2009).

These advancements, both in terms of
social policy and of theoretical developments,
did later expand and penetrate at a national and
regional level.

Main institutional stakes regarding
ageing in three countries

First, let us consider a “country of young
people”: the recent and fast demographic
change in Brazil led to a National Policy of the
Elderly only in 1994. Current national
guidelines regulate fundamental rights of the
elderly in terms of health, leisure, culture,
work, housing, transportation and other civil
areas (Ministério da Saude, 2003). Having in
mind the national standards, there is
considerable autonomy also for health
promotion and health care actions at the level
of cities (Prefeitura Municipal de Florianopolis,
2006).
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According to Carvalho and Rodriguez-
Wong (2008), the demographic change in
Brazil presents both opportunities and
challenges. Structural reformations linked to
social security will be necessary to handle high
and stable elderly dependence rates, but the
reduction of the young population might be
associated with higher return from the
resources invested in it. It is maintained that it
will be essential to prepare well the future
generations to become an effective workforce,
as they will be the ones responsible for making
up for a growing proportion of dependent
elderly people. As a consequence, investing in
health and education will not only be important
for the quality of life in the future, but will also
enable the balance of the whole society. In the
same vein, Melo et al. (2009) defend that broad
efforts of health education directed towards the
needs of elderly people and specific aspects of
the ageing process are a pathway for the social
integration of older people through the
identification of situations of disadvantage and
inequality and their overcoming.

More focused on the psychological
dimension of the phenomenon, Schneider and
Irigaray (2008) state that the increase of the
elderly population in Brazil will force a
discussion of the views of Brazilian society in
terms of old age and the elderly; but that it is
still impossible to predict if there will be a
revision of stereotypes and beliefs, and if that
change will be positive or negative.

In Germany the urgency of new social
policies and changed attitudes is increasingly
perceived. The ageing of the population, the
decrease in birth rate (at top levels with Japan
and Italy) and the increase in heterogeneity due
to  immigration  brought  governmental
institutions to start projects and to propose
dedicated guidelines. Along this path, the
President of the Republic, Horst Kohler,
founded in 2005 a Demographic Change
Forum. The ageing issue has been approached
from  different  perspectives  with  the
involvement of several Offices, including the
Federal Ministry of Family Affairs, Senior
Citizens, Women, and Youth and the Federal
Ministry of Transportation Building and Urban
Development. There is a wide spread concern
with the consequences of an ageing society and
reflections have been raised to counterbalance
negative attitudes and stereotypes. For instance,
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in “The role of the elderly in an ageing
society”l Ursula Lehr, both an academic and a
former Minister of Family, maintains that: the
elderly and the youth have joint responsibilities
(joint actions and opportunities are needed of
mutual learning and help); the elderly constitute
an important economical force (an ageing
society has not only costs but also gains, the
importance of the elderly for new features of
the market should be recognized and
exploited?); what is needed is not a new policy
for the elderly but a policy with and for them.
Another concern, shared with other European
countries, is to extend the presence of the
elderly in the workforce, as active producers in
society (Federal Ministry for Family Affairs,
Senior Citizens Women and Youth, 2007). The
theme of inclusion is further enhanced when
disabled people are considered. Due to specific
historical reasons, in Germany the number of
disabled individuals who are entering a later
phase of their life constitute a new
phenomenon. In a brochure of a demographic
report issued by the German government it is
stated that: “Until now, few of these people had
any prospect of a long life in Germany. Due to
the National Socialists’ extermination policies,
people with congenital disabilities are almost
entirely absent from the age groups of 60 years
and older’®. This, added with the more
generally  encountered improved living
conditions, let foresee a growing numbers of
disabled seniors who, at present, have little
chance apart from living in dedicated homes.
The above mentioned study from the Berlin
Institute, where we found the present picture,
informs that “some civil society initiatives —
such as “Mehrgenerationenhduser” (houses
shared by multiple generations) and
neighbourhood management projects — are
already illustrating the possibility of successful
inclusion” and concludes that *“a paradigm
shift, from care to participation, has yet to be
realised in the everyday lives of the disabled —
despite being advanced by professionals and
initiated in legislation”. Apart from disability,

“www.projectcare.de/infothek/gastbeitrag_ursula_le
hr.php

2 In particular with the development of information
and communication technologies (ICTs), new
services such as telecare and “smart homes” might
find a greater diffusion (www.ict-ageing.eu).

% www.berlin-institut.org/selected-studies/elderly-
and-disabled.html
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the theme of ageing people and ageing society
is widely treated at institutional, cultural and
communicative levels, mainly through mass
media. For instance, a wide project entitled
“Active in Ageing” has been initiated in 2008
by the Federal Ministry of Family Affairs,
Senior Citizens, Women, and Youth and
sponsored by public and private entities. It
involved more than one hundred and fifty
villages and towns in order to encounter
requests and needs of the elderly and including
them in participatory processes.
Interdisciplinary research groups have also
been activated in order to better understand the
state of the art and facilitate social inclusion.
But a very sensitive topic concerning ageing, in
these days, regards retirement with the pension
reformation which was signed in 2007, became
law in 2008 and will become effective in
2012°, resulting in growing discrepancies
between salaries and pensions. Similar to the
general European trend but with its own
specificities, the German way is accompanied
by fear and uncertainties in various sections of
the population®.

Finally, in Italy, a brief overview of key -
words and communication campaigns regarding
ageing promoted by the Ministry of Health in
the last years, indicate: self-monitoring
through correct eating, physical activity and
ways of using leisure; need of intra-
generational support accompanying the more
usual inter-generational one, due to the
inversion of the demographic pyramid and thus
the growing number of families without
children; primacy of prevention from illness
and climatic strains®. But health, although
conceived of primary importance, remains one
between others domains of concern: following
the WHO guidelines, different areas are
considered in the general social agenda:
culture, permanent education (mainly with
ICTs to cope with the digital gap), leisure, self-
help and, in general, prevention (De Beni,
2009).

Scholars and practitioners converge in
considering, jointly, the role of micro
(personal) and macro (socio-economic-cultural)
interventions. On one side, adaptive strategies
are studied and promoted - in terms of life-

* www.planetsenior.de/renteneintrittsalter
® Holger Viebrok, in www.bmfsfj.de.
¢ www.salute.gov.it
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styles, cognitive and physical abilities and
social commitment focused on relationships—
and particularly of self-efficacy, coping and
resilience (Marigo, Borella, De Beni, Caprara,
& Ferndndez-Ballesteros, 2009). Family
relationships also play an essential role
(Tamanza, 2001). On the other, the role of
public services is enhanced, as well as the
urgency of organizing such services in ways
that take into account three aspects: a new idea
of the elderly overcoming a simple biomedical
view of health towards a multidimensional one
(WHO, 2002); the need of a network of
services encompassing different  possible
solutions for different requests (from daily
centres to  home-residential  structures);
multidimensionality of the approaches and
multi-professional work dedicated to the care of
the individual in his/her wholeness (Pavan,
2009). On the social pole, key words which are
often raised are: rights and solidarity; culture of
citizenship (with concerns in terms of social
inclusion vs. exclusion); individual and
political history aimed to promote and support
ageing (Scortegagna, 1999). Aligned with the
last point, with the institution of the Memory
Day in 2000, following the international
demand to institutionalise a commemoration of
the victims of the Shoah, a special attention has
been given to witnesses of the Second World
War, i.e. elderly people, who have been invited
to speak in schools and in the mass media.

All these recommendations and guidelines
indicate virtuous routes that should be covered,
although most of the efforts of public and
private services are dedicated to impaired
elderly over eighty and individuals affected by
dementia (Pavan, 2009) and positive actions
and dispositions are mostly supported by
voluntary efforts. However, centres of research
as well as cultural and social circles have and
are growing at an exponential rate.

Two further aspects are often raised in
everyday communication, mostly conveyed or
expanded through mass media. The first
regards, as we saw for Germany, the growing
purchasing power of a wide slice of the elderly
population that attracts the interest of the
market towards these new potential buyers. It is
however interesting to note how the elderly are
little represented in advertisement and, when
they are, in a little enticing way (Hubbard,
2007; Leone, Mastrovito, Polo, & Contarello,
2010).


http://www.bmfsfj.de/
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The second pertains, again, the hot debate
on the reorganization of retirement and pension
rights, a theme which is a key issue, in Europe
and in the world, with the generation of “Baby
Boomers” entering its retiring age. In Italy as
well, the reformation of the pension system is
raising controversies and severe concerns,
opposing private and public work sectors, on
the one hand, and people from different
generation, on the other, with an approach to
the problem as if it were a “zero sum” game.

It is also worth noting that the economical
trajectories of Europe and emerging countries
(including Brazil) go to opposite directions.
Although the current economical crisis has
global reach, its effect is being felt differently:
a step backwards with a feeling of loss in the
former and more like a deceleration — or an
opportunity? - in the latter. This very likely is
reflected at collective emotional states (Frijda,
1997), which might also account for a good
deal of shared thinking contents and of the
constitution of institutional agendas.

From this brief overview it is already
possible to identify both common and quite
specific aspects of the three contexts in dealing
with the topic of ageing. The aim of the present
research is thus to explore social thinking on
the elderly in “everyday people” in order to
empirically illustrate the reciprocal association
between macro-cultural and social-
psychological levels present in social
representations theory and more explicitly in
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Flick (1998)’s model. By macro-cultural we
mean geo-cultural contexts that differ both in
demographic  profiles and in particular
institutional stakes; at a social-psychological
level we took into account the affiliation to
those macro cultures but also specific positions,
within each context, in terms of generation and
gender.

Method

Design

The research is of an exploratory kind,
aimed to inquire the social representations of
“the elderly” — our textual variable - with a
balanced design, taking three variables into
account: geo-political context (3: Brazilian,
German, Italian), gender (2: women, men) and
generation (2: young, elderly) of the
respondents.

Participants

The average age of Italian and German
participants has been chosen following the
WHO’s definition: 65. Considering that
Brazilians have a shorter life expectation and
retire earlier than Europeans, we included
participants over 60. Table 1 presents the
distribution of participants regarding the study
design, also presenting the mean age for each
condition.

Table 1 - Participant distribution in study design conditions (mean age in parentheses).

Cultural context

Brazilian German Italian
Generation Women Men Women Men Women Men
Young 25 (21,96) 31(21,16) 36 (21,03) 30(20,83) 36 (21,05) 34 (22,56) 192
Elderly 26 (64,92) 23 (67,61) 30 (70,77) 31(71) 31(73,61) 35(71) 176
Total 51 54 66 61 67 69 368

Instrument

The instrument consisted of a free
association task. Participants had to provide
three responses (words or expressions)
immediately brought to their minds by the
stimulus expression “the elderly person is...”.

Procedure and data analysis

The convenience sample of 368
participants was formed with the help of
personal contacts from one of the authors
(MMN), who has lived in cities in the three

considered Countries. Most elderly Italian
participants were contacted in a Third Age
centre in the city of Vicenza (N = 36). The
other ones were found with the help of friends
and acquaintances from the cities of Piacenza,
Vicenza, Monfalcone, Ravenna and
Manfredonia. Most of the young Italian
participants (N = 51) were undergraduate
students in the University of Padua; the others
were contacted through acquaintances in the
cities mentioned above. The young and elderly
German participants were invited to participate
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through personal contacts in various German
cities: Bassum, Lohra e Nordhorn (North),
Krefeld, Moers, Wetzlar (Center), Schwabisch
Gmind (South); Dresden, Chemnitz e Gorlitz
(East). The Brazilian participants were
contacted with the aid of a personal network in
the Rio de Janeiro region. Questionnaires were
completed individually by the participants.

Data analysis was conducted with the help
of Spad.T software. Responses were classified
and grouped in terms of similarities of meaning
by means of content analysis. Two main
analyses were conducted to assess the
associations of the variables of the study.
Specificity analysis aimed at identifying
vocabulary that was specifically linked to each
group. Correspondence analysis was conducted
so as to identify the main associations among
words, also taking into account the three design
variables (cultural context, generation and
gender) as illustrative variables. The interaction
between generation and cultural context was
also considered as an illustrative variable to
help the interpretation of results.

Results
The content of the representation

A total of 1101 lexical forms were
provided, with 49.8 of distinct forms. After the
usual treatment of the text reducing synonyms
and antonyms and fixing a frequency threshold
at 2, the associations produced by the 368
participants gave rise to 81 distinct (categories
of) words. The most frequent ones are:
experience (N=118), wise (N=78), in need of
help (N=48), slow (N=41), weak (N=34),
affable (N=kind, benevolent) (N=28), alone
(N=27), calm (N=27), affect (N=24), elderly
(aged, no more young, ahead in years) (N=23),
active (N=19), giving help (N=19), happy-
allegro (N=19), beautiful (N=18), intelligent
(N=18), world-wise (N=18), forgetful (N=17),
stubborn (N=16), fragile (N=15).

As regards the geo-political context,
screening the lexical forms typically associated
by participants of the three groups through the
specificity test provided by the software, we
find in Brazilian responses: competence and
experience, positive and affective nuances (it is
worth noting that good and joyful — alegre —
are not only specific but also exclusive of this
group), offered help (protection) and equality
(equal to others, which also rise the theme of
rights), but also need for help and elements of
exclusion (cast aside). The association “brave”
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lets us think of challenges faced by the elderly,
while the association “stubborn” adds to this
some element of rigidity and obstinacy.

As regards the associated lexical forms
typical of the German sub-sample, wisdom and
satisfaction go hand in hand with elements of
restrain (slow, modest, weak, poor, with the last
two terms exclusively provided by this group),
counterbalanced with mental (open/interested)
and spiritual (creature of God) features (Table
2).

Finally, in the specific Italian answers,
memory comes first (and only here), followed
by maturity, provided help and need for
inclusion (someone to accept, only mentioned
by this group of participants). The theme of
retirement is raised  particularly/almost
exclusively by these respondents, as well as
loneliness and a sort of playful attitude to life
(adult child, idiosyncratic of this group).
Physical feature appear in the form of wrinkles.

The comparison in terms of age shows that
young participants associate specifically, both
positive nuances (wisdom, beauty/bello,
affection), and critical aspects (fragile, lonely).
Reference to the family is also typical of young
people as well as (and only of them)
conservatism.  Interestingly, the  Oxford
dictionary defines this word “the tendency to
resist great or sudden change” and immediately
illustrates it with “the innate conservatism of
older people”. Yet, no elderly in our sample
mentioned this element in connection with the
stimulus word.

From the elderly, on the contrary, a
general positive picture emerges in terms of
maturity, satisfaction, usefulness altruism.
Efforts and challenges appear as well (hope,
bravery) although an external undermining
view is critically advanced (poorly valued,
worked for us) and diminished energy is
admitted (less efficient). With a mirror-like
pattern, while conservatism is only reported by
young people, here an exclusive association is
found with flexibility (Table 3).

Specific words by gender are less frequent.
Women mention affective and relational
elements — to be helped (10/13), lonely (18/27),
affect (16/24) — while men associate features of
experience, activity and understanding: person
who has seen a great deal of life (experienced
person) (14/18), worker (9/11), sympathetic
(4/4). Statistics relative to the last term shows
only a trend (p<.06), but only men report it
within the participants.
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Table 2 - Specific vocabulary by cultural context.
. Percentage Frequency
Group Lexical form label Internal Global Internal Global V. Test P
competent 2,63 0,75 8 8 3,944 0,001
someone to help 2,96 1,22 9 13 2,803 0,003
cast aside 2,63 1,03 8 11 2,768 0,003
experience 15,46 11,04 47 118 2,734 0,003
" stubborn 3,29 1,50 10 16 2,620 0,004
= good 2,96 131 9 14 2,533 0,005
TE.U joyful 3,62 1,78 11 19 2,491 0,006
& brave 1,32 0,37 4 4 2,487 0,006
needing help 6,91 4,49 21 48 2,178 0,015
protective 2,30 1,03 7 11 2,157 0,016
equal to others 1,97 0,84 6 9 2,077 0,019
affect 3,95 2,25 12 24 2,063 0,020
sensitive 1,64 0,75 5 8 1,685 0,046
slow 6,74 3,84 25 41 3,342 0,001
satisfied 2,16 0,84 8 9 3,022 0,001
reasonable 1,89 0,75 7 8 2,719 0,003
c%; wise 10,24 7,30 38 78 2,532 0,006
S open 2,16 1,03 8 11 2,283 0,011
3 modest 1,08 0,37 4 4 2,187 0,014
poor 0,81 0,28 3 3 1,733 0,042
weak 4,58 3,18 17 34 1,696 0,045
creature of god 1,89 1,03 7 11 1,674 0,047
memory 1,78 0,65 7 7 3,124 0,001
mature 2,54 1,12 10 12 3,017 0,001
" retired 1,52 0,65 6 7 2,265 0,012
S lonely 4,06 2,53 16 27 2,203 0,014
s wrinkled 2,03 1,03 8 11 2,126 0,017
helpful 2,79 1,78 11 19 1,656 0,049
someone to accept 0,76 0,28 3 3 1,647 0,050
adult child 0,76 0,28 3 3 1,647 0,050
Table 3 - Specific vocabulary by generation.
. Percentage Frequency
Group Lexical form label Internal Global Internal Global V. Test P
wise 10,50 7,30 59 78 4,217 0,001
beautiful 2,85 1,68 16 18 3,027 0,001
affect 3,38 2,25 19 24 2,495 0,006
g wrinkled 1,78 1,03 10 1 2,366 0,009
L family 1,96 1,22 11 13 2,112 0,017
fragile 2,14 1,40 12 15 1,922 0,027
conservative 0,89 0,47 5 5 1,753 0,040
lonely 3,38 2,53 19 27 1,696 0,045
mature 1,97 1,12 10 12 2,258 0,012
satisfied 1,58 0,84 8 9 2,226 0,013
useful 1,78 1,03 9 11 2,023 0,022
- full of hope 0,99 0,47 5 5 1,982 0,024
= flexible 0,99 0,47 5 5 1,982 0,024
= altruistic 1,38 0,75 7 8 1,963 0,025
poorly valued 0,79 0,37 4 4 1,642 0,050
less efficient 0,79 0,37 4 4 1,642 0,050
worked for us 0,79 0,37 4 4 1,642 0,050
brave 0,79 0,37 4 4 1,642 0,050
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The structure of the representation

In order to detect underlying principles
governing the representation, a correspondence
factor analysis was carried out. On the basis of
the Scree test four factors appear to be
prominent (Figures 3 and 4).

The first factor (Inertia=2.25%) can be
named Loss & Resources vs Assets/Qualities
and opposes a traditional view of decline and
possible  exclusion  (worry, insecurity,
loneliness, need, devaluation), only slightly
counterbalanced by some resources (being a
reference point, having something to teach,
showing courage and being a creature of
God...) to a very positive view, mentioning
social inclusion, positive emotions (joyful-
alegre, satisfied) and nuances in the present and
past (useful, experienced person) with elements
of denial. Retirement and work, in this context,
appear to be elements deserving further
analysis. The first pole is expression of women
and elderly participants; while the second is
associated with men and younger participants.
A closer analysis in terms of illustrative
variables, considering the interaction between
generation and national context, shows that
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young German and young Brazilian
respondents take position on the positive pole,
elderly German and elderly Brazilian ones on
the negative, while the Italian respondents do
not take position along either pole of the factor.

The second dimension (cumulative
inertia=4.48%) opposes the usual, well-known
picture of deceleration and Decay, on the one
hand, to a view of Fulfilment on the other.
Loneliness, forgetfulness, weakness, aesthetic
changes (wrinkles) give voice to the leitmotif
expression “it’s bad to become old”.
Knowledge, wisdom and hope however spin
out or lighten this perspective that is mostly
offered by the Italian (young) and German
(young) respondents and, overall, by the
younger ones. On the opposite pole, the view of
a content and satisfied person, who had
something to say and give and continues to be
potentially a reference point is offered by the
elderly and by the Brazilian (both young and
elderly, also German elderly) respondents. The
element of activity is included in this kernel as
well as reference to spiritual aspect (creature of
God).
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The third factor (CI=6.66%) contrasts
Lights & shadows, enhancing elements of need,
insecurity,  vulnerability, tiredness and
devaluation, but also  qualities and
shortcomings linked with old age (calm,
prudence, will to struggle... stubbornness) with
a somehow positive view of a still young living
being, socially integrated and useful, retired,
advisor and reference point) which however
relegates the elderly in the past: a living witness
of what does no more exist, History & memory.
This second view is voice of Italians (both
young and elderly) and of young respondents,
while the first of Brazilians (both young and
elderly), and elderly ones. Interestingly, young
German participants take position on the
second pole, while elderly ones on the first,
enhancing need, insecurities and characteristics
of getting old.

The fourth dimension (CI1=8.77%) opposes
again a more negative view, enhancing decline
and roughness —the elderly is seen on a
declining line, ill-tempered, crabby and
devalued- to a more positive one, underlying
the element of respect that has to be paid to
those who worked and contributed in the past
and still can work with competence nowadays
(equal to others). We propose to name the
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factor: Change into negative vs. Positive
evaluation of what has been given. The young
(German) and the elderly (Italian and Brazilian)
take position on the two opposite poles, as well
as the Germans overall (on the first) and the
Brazilians (the second).

Discussion

Far from suggesting generalizations from
these exploratory results, we can note kernels
of meaning and depictions of the elderly which
can help us to speculate on the rise and fall of
new and old sketches or representations. As a
word of caution, we admit an overall positive
stance in these results, which may be due to
social demands/desirability or to some specific
cues of the convenience sample. Taken at face
value however, these results show the
evanescence of the representation of the elderly
as foul, abandoned or “broken” (which is still
found in archive data with literary texts).
Neither have we found a clear image of wizard,
although elements of competence, on the one
hand, and the importance of the elderly as
witness, on the other, are clearly present
(Jodelet, 2009).
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In terms of content of the representation,
experience and wisdom come first, followed
closely by need, help (needed and given),
weakness and slowness, and a variety of
personal features which span from easy
temperament (apart from stubbornness) to
intelligence and activity.

In terms of structure, we see that the
organising principles of the representation
enhance features of losses (counterbalanced by
remaining resources) vs. assets, decay Vs.
fulfilment, emotional contrasts vs. competent
witness of the past, decline vs. positive
consideration of what has been previously
accomplished.

The overall picture is not a negative one.
However, if we search for the presence of what
theorists consider important for a positive,
successful ageing, we find cues of activity
(active), positive mental states meant as
counterbalancing resources and spirituality
(creature of God, which includes closer to God,
closer to eternity, grateful for any new day), but
not so much of relational resources (apart
family and a less present “friend”) and almost
not at all of bodily aspects (apart more
superficial cues such as wrinkled). Although
individual and social thinking is always
embodied thinking (Jodelet, 2007), which
should also be true for ageing, such pattern has
not been supported by our results.

A separate analysis of the typical
associations provided in the three different
contexts show the prominence, in the Brazilian
answers of both competence and affection (but
also elements of exclusion), in the German ones
of wisdom and reasonableness, but also of
weakness and poverty, in the Italian ones of
maturity and knowledge of the past (if we
correctly interpret the reference to memory),
but also of loneliness and difficulty to
recognise the responsibility of time going
through (adult-child).

In terms of the detected underlying
principles, participants from different contexts
hold different positions. Brazilian participants
underline elements of fulfillment, positive
nuances slightly overcast by shadows and a
positive evaluation of past achievements of the
elderly. Overall, the Germans stress features of
decay and changes towards decline. Also the
Italians refer to decay elements, but at the same
time value the role of elderly people as
guardians of historical and cultural knowledge.
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Trying to interpret those results having in
mind the main stake values associated with
each context, we can outline a tendency for
inclusion of the elderly on the part of Brazilian
participants. The elderly are perceived as a
group that has contributed positively to the
country, and currently deserves the support of
younger generations and society in general due
to the recognition of specific limitations of old
age. This is coherent with Carvalho and
Rodriguez-Wong’s (1998) call to invest more
in the young as they will be responsible for
dealing with the problem. In the Italians
responses first emerges the view of ageing as a
“curse” of life (it seems as if we could hear the
refrain “it is bad to become old”) only
attenuated by the recognition of keeping
knowledge and wisdom intact. But later a very
strong kernel of positive aspects suggests that
the elderly are represented as living libraries,
highly valuing their memory and experience.
This seems to resonate with the investment
made mostly in the last decade to give them
voice to recollect events from the past and
particularly from WWII and the subsequent
constitution of the Italian Republic, while
economic and activity aspects from the
country’s agenda do not appear. In contrast, the
representations of the Germans on the whole
tend to be one-sided: they are more critical and
pessimistic towards old age. This might reflect
a perceived threat linked to foreseen and actual
change in economic welfare policies, and a
feeling of relative deprivation. Perhaps this
worried perspective is acknowledged at an
institutional ~ level and stimulates the
implementation of several projects to
compensate a situation of  perceived
vulnerability, but has a hard time entering
everyday knowledge.

It must be taken into account that each of
those national contexts is also crossed by
specific issues that complexify the social
scenario and also the understanding of the
ageing phenomenon. In Germany, for example,
the reunification of East and West Germany
introduced new demographic dynamics, which
would merit a study of its own. Liu et al. (2003)
have already shown that there may be
considerable variation in representational
content within a same national context due to
the impacts of migration from places with
different historical backgrounds.

Focusing more closely on the interaction
between contexts and generations, we see how



Social representations and ageing

the repeatedly encountered inside vs. outside
perspective, with more critical views by the
youth, as already reported in the literature
review, first seems contradicted by German and
Brazilian respondents but later explicitly
reappears, although in a minor version for the
Brazilian participants who show more
communalities between young and elderly
people than the other two groups. As regards
the Germans, considering separately the two
age groups allows positive views to emerge: by
the young in terms of assets such as social
inclusion, satisfaction and basically a denial of
ageing; by the elderly in terms of what most
gets close to active ageing, qualified by respect
and reference to spiritual nuances. Finally, the
importance of the elderly in terms of witnesses
for collective memory is enhanced both by
young and elderly Italians but only by the
young German participants and not by the
Brazilian ones. This result would deserve
further analysis, as it might be linked with other
phenomena such as collective memories of a
dramatic past, but we think it can support the
view of the importance of specific generations
linked with topical times in the history of a
country.

In various occasions (Contarello, Bonetto,
Romaioli, & Wachelke, 2011), we mentioned
the potentials of including ageing in
intercultural research and stressed how we
should take into account the porosity of the
borderlines between the groups or cultures we
consider as modalities of our design variables:
elderly vs. young, national group vs. national
group. According to the invitations of an
intercultural approach we might re-launch the
present results in interviews and/or group
discussions or include in paper & pencil
instruments  questions aimed to obtain
reciprocal expectations and thus a more
multifaceted view of ageing in a changing
world. According to such perspective, we have
also to take into account our own role, as
researchers, in the generation of shared
meaning. In the present research, a particularly
fortunate occasion was found as the first author
(MMN) partially belongs to the three analysed
contexts, mastering their three languages and
participating in their cultural domains. The
exchanges in terms of reading and
interpretations of the results with an Italian
(AC) and a Brazilian co-author (JW) were of
help, forcing to make explicit several implicit
presuppositions of each one. Also in terms of
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generation, although not included in the two
age spans considered in the research, the three
of us are living different moments of adulthood,
thus looking at ageing from a different angle
and temporal distance.

If an intercultural stance might be
auspicated for future research, the present study
achieved, in our view, two purposes: to
(partially) corroborate with empirical data the
assumed relationship between cultural stakes
and shared everyday-life views; and to raise
attention to thorough analyses on the role of
generations, more than age, in the study of the
social representations of ageing.
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Abstract

The aim of our research program is to investigate the socio—psychological interrelations between
female/male beauty and aesthetic surgery in various social groups differentiated not only as a function
of gender and education variables (female and male, young people with university training in Arts,
Informatics and Sport) in three European countries (Italy, Spain and Romania), but also on the basis
of psychological dimensions, like self-rated attractiveness, level of self involvement in the topic of
aesthetic-plastic surgery. self-identification with salient cultural referents (like Beauty, Body, Culture,
Nature, Soul). The Social Representation framework offers a wide range of heuristic and
methodological tools especially called for by both the intimate and social nature of the topics under
scrutiny. The study is part of a wider research design following an integrated multi-steps path from
exploration to experimentation: 1) a study concerning content, structure, polarity, imagined and
emotional dimensions of the Social Representations of female and male beauty and of aesthetic
surgery; 2) a study focused on internet discussion forums on the topic of plastic/aesthetic surgery and
aimed at investigating the construction of social discourse and negotiation among members of
“virtual communities”; 3) a study employing the “body map” tool, an innovative tool with a graphical
referent concerning the aesthetic surgery ranking of the various parts of the human body; 4) an
experimental study focused on the generative activity of mental images and emotions in the S.R. of
beauty and aesthetic surgery. The results here presented come from the multi-method research plan
obtained in the first step through: a) the “Associative Network”, using “female/male beauty” and
“plastic/aesthetic surgery” as inductive words; b) the “Involvement level scale”; c) the “Self-
attractiveness Scale”; d) the “Self Identification Conceptual Network”. The data were explored by
means of multi-step data analysis, including the lexical correspondence analysis. The results highlight
cultural sharing and differences between groups, which give meaning to the interrelated objects of
social representations in terms of contents, evaluations, emotional dimensions and referential system
of values. They also show evidence of the influential variables in terms of gender, education,
psychological dimensions (such as self-identification with cultural referents) and participants’
countries with a different familiarization with the aesthetic surgery massive phenomenon. The cultural
differences are also discussed with regard to the diffusion of aesthetic surgery in the three countries
illustrated in the introductory section, presenting some epidemiological data.
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The aesthetic surgery: an
impressively increasing
phenomenon
According to the International Society of

Aesthetic Plastic Surgery (ISAPS'), a body
which in 2010 represented 1925 practitioners in

! http:/fwww.isaps.org/

87 countries?, Europe accounted for more than
33% of cosmetic procedures conducted in
2004, second only to all of the Americas.

2 Foad Nahai, ISAPS President Celebrating our collective
success, in ISAPS NEWS, vol.4 , n. 2, retrieved on
November 9 2010 from:
http://www.isaps.org/uploads/news_pdf/ISAPS_NL_Int
eractivefred_Vol4_Num2.pdf, p.3.

Endereco para correspondéncia: E-mail: Annamaria.derosa@uniromal.it.
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According to 2002 statistics® (one of the few
available on the topic) of the diffusion of
aesthetic surgery in the world, the three
European countries of interest to the research to
be presented here ranked as following: Spain in
3" position, Italy in 24™ while Romania took
the last place in the sample of countries listed —
the 32", This objective description, in terms of
aesthetic surgery procedures per capita, offers
insight into the different degrees of diffusion
and familiarization with the phenomenon. The
Romanian situation is a special one, since
before 1989 (during the communist regime),
there were only around 30 plastic
(reconstructive) surgeons, all working in state
hospitals on victims of various illnesses or
accidents. The first private aesthetic surgery
clinic opened in 1994, and in the following year
there were already 17 clinics, each with
approximately 3 clients per week. The
estimated market growth of the aesthetic
surgery business is 18 — 20% / year, while the
gender (imbalanced) distribution of its clients is
similar to the one reported by the Western
statistics: 80% women, and only 20% men.

However, if we look at the geographic
trends emerging from the 2009 ISAPS Global
Survey* very recently released at the 20"
Biennial Congress of ISAPS held on August
14-18 2010 in San Francisco (California, US),
the new ranking of the top 25 countries and
regions shows a new hierarchy. While the
United States continues its dominance in the
field, countries not always associated with
plastic surgery are emerging as major centers:
1. United States 2. China 3. Brazil 4. India 5.
Mexico 6. Japan 7. South Korea 8. Germany 9.
Turkey 10. Spain 11. Argentina 12. Russia 13.
Italy 14. France 15. Canada 16. Taiwan 17.
United Kingdom 18. Colombia 19. Greece 20.
Thailand 21. Australia 22. Venezuela 23. Saudi
Arabia 24. Netherlands 25. Portugal.

The changing nature of the geographic
trend supports the cultural importance of the
phenomenon, influenced not only by socio-
economic and mentality factors, but also by
ideological and even religious belief systems,
as shown for example in the article by Atiyeh,
Kadry, Hayek and Musharafieh (2008) on
aesthetic surgery and Islamic law perspective.

3http://www.nationmaster.com/graph/hea_pla_sur_pro-
health-plastic-surgery-procedures

*http://www.isaps.org/uploads/news_pdf/BIENIAL_GLO
BAL_SURVEY _press_release.pdf
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With its total number of 30,817 practicing
board certified plastic surgeons estimated by
ISAPS Global Survey in 2009 and the total
number of surgical procedures (including
among the top five: liposuction, breast
augmentation,  blepharoplasty, rhinoplasty,
abdminoplasty) estimated to be 8,536,379 and
the number of non surgical procedures
(including among the top five: injections of
toxins or neuromodulators — Botox, Dysport —,
hyaluronic acid injections, laser hair removal,
autologous fat injections, IP laser treatment)
estimated at 8,759,187 (not including the
surgical and non surgical procedures performed
by non plastic surgeons), the phenomenon of
aesthetic surgery involves by direct experience
an impressive and progressively increasing
number of specialists (surgeons) and ordinary
people (patients) and activates contrasting
opinions, attitudes and social representations
among the world-wide population including
opponents, indifferent people or potential future
patients.

Research background

Our research program is the first cross-
countries study, inspired by the Social
Representations theory (de Rosa, 1994, 2012;
Moscovici, 2000; Jodelet, 1984a), on the topic
of beauty and aesthetic surgery, opening the
route for other field studies of special cultural
interest, for example comparing samples from
Western and Asiatic countries. Currently an
extension of our research program has been
promoted in Brazil in cooperation with
researchers  from LACCOS/UFSC in
Florianopolis.

In the absence of a specific literature on
beauty and aesthetic surgery inspired by the
same theoretical background, a fundamental
reference in the Social Representation literature
is the work of Denise Jodelet on the body in
various cultures. Jodelet (1981, 1984b, 1994)
states that Social Representations are a
“privileged subject matter” regarding the body
as a “product of techniques and
representations”. This perspective relies on and
puts forward the dual nature of the body, as
simultaneously social and private. While the
individual, private side has been a focus of
research for psychology mostly in terms of
“body schema” or “body image”, especially in
relation to the associated psychopathological
disorders (but also from an interdisciplinary
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and philosophical perspective (Tiemersma,
1989); the social dimension allows the
departure of one’s body experiences and
practices from the strictly individual point of
reference as a mediator of development (de
Rosa & Carli, 1980) towards reliance upon
various social representations, thus becoming a
“social body”. Jodelet’s diachronic research,
covering a 15-year period, highlights a certain
progressive sense of liberation towards the
body, in terms of the norms to be obeyed both
in the intimate and the social realms. The
reason for this increasing freedom from
censorship in relation to one’s body is its
permanent inclusion in socio-cultural debates,
especially by anti-establishment and innovatory
movements.

While the individual-focused research
mentioned above ignores the social insertion of
the body and the cultural definitions of the
norms through which one’s body image (and,
subsequently, beauty) is assessed, the opposite
position is strongly advocated in socio-cultural
studies, especially from the anthropological
perspective. “Contemporary Western culture
teaches us to think of the body as an object with
a material reality that is physically observable,
but anthropology shows that we perceive our
bodies through a culturally constructed body
image that shapes what we see and experience.
As we negotiate social relationships, our sense
of a body image develops, for the two are
reciprocally related” (Sault, 1994, p. 1).

The general theme underlined in the
literature developed under the impetus of the
feminist movement is that the private or
subjective body does not exist because it is
entirely constructed and modified according to
the criteria and rules of the oppressing group.
Beauty is a key element in the gender
unbalanced relationship, because women are
trapped in the ideological gender-biased net
that ensures the male domination, including
expectations about feminine beauty standards.
The “awakening” alarm that the feminist
position rings targets women’s “societal
Stockholm syndrome” (Graham, 1994, p. 57),
manifested through their tendency to identify
the interests of their dominators as their own.
The radical feminist approach describes one of
the key components of what we might call the
social representation of beauty as being a
“feminine duty” at any cost. This cultural trap
into which women are educated gives rise to a
persistent culturally-induced body anxiety,
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which, in turn could be alleviated — at least
temporarily — by the false solution of aesthetic
surgery.

In this context, aesthetic surgery becomes
an act of surrender to unattainable ideals of
beauty. Moreover, given its medical and long
term correlates, it detaches itself from the other
beauty enhancing techniques as “the ultimate
symbol of invasion of the human body for the
sake of physical beauty” (Gimlin, 2000, p. 80).
The aesthetic dimension of this intervention is
left aside, since the social meaning and purpose
of aesthetic surgery is mainly to make the
stigmata of the inferior obvious.

This drastic feminist view on the topic
calls in its support two kinds of arguments.
Firstly, the gender distribution of the actors
involved in the medical equation of aesthetic
surgery has always been clearly unbalanced:
while most of the surgeons are men, 80% of the
patients are women. Secondly, we witness the
increasing scientific and cultural
“pathologisation” of non-standard looks; even
the vast array of research in the individual
dimension of the body marks this tendency,
mostly by its focus on body weight and its
pervasive reference to the threat of obesity.
Another instance of non-standard appearance
reframed as pathological is the invention in the
medical literature of the term —“hypo-mastia”
(Berry, 2007, p. 74), in order to describe the
“pathology” of having small breasts.

Also, after its initial formulation as a
gender issue, the “personal is political”
(Hanisch, 1970) perspective on beauty extends
to any kinds of social inequality which might
compel the aesthetic enhancement of the
dominated towards the norms put forth by the
dominators. As such, the anchoring of aesthetic
surgery in power relationships goes beyond
gender, an idea illustrated by the multiplication
of breast augmentation procedures on young
Japanese women after World War 1l as a way
to appeal to the American soldiers, or by the
“ethnic plastic surgery” made obvious in the
same period of time by the Italian and Jewish
nose alterations undergone in order to fit
American beauty norms. On a more general
level, beauty plays a part even in the inter-
racial realm, since the ideal proportions in
plastic surgery handbooks (e.g. “Proportions of
the Aesthetic Face’) are based on a white,
Western aesthetic of feminine beauty (Balsamo,
1997; see also “Opening™ faces. The politics of
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cosmetic surgery and Asian American Women,
by Kaw, 1994)°.

An alternative to the extremely critical
perspective summarized so far is the liberal
feminist perspective, which recognizes that
aesthetic surgery has some rational use for
women in order for them to cope with the
vicissitudes of a male-dominated world. On the
one hand, it offers them “a degree of control
over their lives in circumstances where there
are very few other opportunities for self-
realization” (Negrin, 2002, p. 22). Thus, the
social oppression discourse from which
aesthetic surgery originates is taken for granted,
no longer fought against; the new conflict is not
between the two genders, but among the
representatives of the weaker one, which could
be labeled as “The survival of the prettiest™, in
a cultural scenario where cosmetic surgery is a
tool for the eclipse of identity (Negrin, 2002).

On the other hand, aesthetic surgery is
endorsed as a solution which could bring social
inclusion for the person who undergoes it,
alleviating the limitations deriving from the
deviance of being ugly. This liberal feminist
perspective builds on the idea of culturally
induced anxiety in women, but, to emphasize
its irrationality, it recognizes that the
psychological pressures may be too much for
some women to handle, and thus aesthetic
surgery may be an easy way to become
“normal”. This drastic shift in attitude towards
aesthetic surgery comes with a change in the
criteria of beauty, from the extraneous norms
imposed by the ruling men (in the former,
radical view), to an in-group focus on normality
as avoidance of ugliness.

The third feminist perspective we can
identify brings a further increase in positivity
towards aesthetic surgery, defining it as a way
to express one's “true identity”. The external
referents — men — are deleted from the equation;
there are no longer power relations to put
pressure on women’s decisions to undergo such
procedures. The comparison which — in the
case of a negative result — drives them towards
aesthetic surgery is no longer between one’s
appearance and some external norms of beauty,
but between one’s own definition of self and
the body, as a vehicle to convey one’s true

® Many other references can be found in the document
“Social Science Perspectives on the Body: A
Bibliography” including 701 items retrieved on April
28, 2011 from: http-//www.cewh-
cesf.ca/PDF/nnewh/social-science.pdf.
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persona. This view marks the convergence of
aesthetic surgery with all the body modification
procedures (tattoos, piercings, etc.), leaving
behind beauty as an interpersonal given and
shifting it in the strictly individual sense. Thus,
cosmetic surgery becomes simply another form
of makeup; the effects on the body itself are
overshadowed, in an obvious opposition to the
radical feminist perspective, which goes so far
as to define it as self-mutilation “by proxy”
(Jeffreys, 2005, p. 149).

As such, the postmodern body is no longer
a biological given whose organic integrity is
inviolable; rather, it is “fragmented”, a “text”
which should express the messages which
synthesize one’s inner reality, reflecting one’s
personality or convictions. Most of the time,
these messages have a social side to them,
depicting certain positions as endorsed, or
belongings as assumed; yet the aesthetic is only
implicit, beauty as a purpose comes second to
the goal of identity display.

This connection to the psychological

dimension - and, more specifically, to
psychological improvement, as in the second
liberal view summarized above - was

formulated by one of the first plastic aesthetic
surgeons - Jacques Joseph (1896, cited in
Frank, 1998, p. 105) — according to whom this
kind of medical intervention represents “a
means of repairing not the body but the psyche”
(Frank, 1998, p. 105): in other words a
technological solution to a psychological
problem. One century later, in the modern
medical literature on ideal proportions (e.g. on
“the golden number”), one can identify the
same idea of reparation, yet addressed strictly
to the body: all humans have the potential to
develop their body according to such
proportions. Yet, this potential seldom achieves
perfect results, since various factors interfere
with one’s harmonious development. The
solution for this misfortune is aesthetic surgery,
which promises to “deliver us from ugliness”.
This perspective, implicit in the evolutionist
approaches on the topic, again detaches beauty
from any social dynamics which could define
its criteria or impose pressures to achieve it.
Geometry is responsible for the aesthetic
appeal, and aesthetic surgery is just an effective
tool to restore the beauty promised in our
genes.

A point shared by this view on beauty with
the feminist discourse cited above is the
uniformity and temporal stability of the criteria
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through which the body is evaluated, either by
men — in the latter perspective — or by humans,
in general — in the former. Even though history
shows us that beauty criteria change drastically
through time, this evolution is ignored, and the
reason is the same: the strong reliance on the
sexual dimension — indeed more or less stable
throughout the ages. On the evolutionist view,
this reliance takes the form of sexual selection
which enforces a very strict set of physical
evaluation checkpoints, which can ensure one’s
“mating quality”. For the feminist side, male
domination is achieved, among others, through
sexual power, in terms of the man’s right to
choose the most gratifying sexual experience,
and beauty is just a socially acceptable term to
describe this feminine sexual quality.

Of course, fashion trends are temporally
and culturally contextualized, as analysis of the
advertisements based on top models or
actresses in the last fifty years would make
evident. However, if beauty standards and
fashionable criteria can change over time and
culture, “beauty” has undoubtedly a positive
bias compared to “ugliness” everywhere and at
any time.

“To say that beauty and ugliness are
relative to the times and cultures (or even
planets) does not mean that there has always
tried to see them as defined in relation to a
stable model” (Eco, 2007, p. 15).

The April 2011 issue (vol. 4, n° 4) of the
journal Observer, published by the Association
for Psychological Science APS, that dedicated
its cover page to the topic In the mind of the
beholder. The Science Behind Beauty starts the
main article affirming “In this world, you’re
better off being good-looking. At all ages and
in all walks of life, attractive people are judged
more favorably, treated better, and cut more
slack. Mothers give more affection to attractive
babies. Teachers favor more attractive students
and judge them as smarter. Attractive adults get
paid more for their work and have better
success in dating and mating. And juries are
less likely to find attractive people guilty and
recommend lighter punishments when they do”
(p- 20)

A research field called “social aesthetics”,
which systematically investigates the social
reactions to physical appearance, is the core of
the 2008 Berry’s book “The Power of Looks:
Social Stratification of Physical Appearance”.
In its review, William Keenan (2009) affirms:
“The normative order of beauty and ugliness is
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socially constructed, reinforced, sometimes
challenged and, occasionally, changed. Positive
and negative social reactions to 'looks', Berry
tells us, come in many forms and are 'stratified'
in multiple ways. Looks, especially ‘good looks'
that appeal to the public eye, are 'power’, power
to persuade, seduce, attract wealth and status
associations, command recognition, and ‘earn’
vicarious 'rewards' from sexual to career to
political favors. By contrast, ‘uglies’, the
'Others' incarnate, get a raw deal. The ‘also
rans', in the cruel, cold, cosmetisized game of
beautification, attract stigma and
discrimination, society's revenge on Nature's
‘aesthetically challenged'. What might be called
a global 'beauty caste' system is in the making,
as the internationalization of the ‘appearances
are everything' industry with its glamour and
style stereotypes invades and pervades
cyberspace, roadside hoardings, 'looks product'
commerce, and the 'world system' of 'human
and non-human constructed beauty' (p. 103).”

“So here’s the timeless message of
psychological science: Be beautiful — or, as
beautiful as you can. Smile and sleep and do
whatever else you can do to make your face a
reward. Among its other social benefits,
attractiveness actually invites people to learn
what you are made of, in other respects than
just genetic fitness. According to a new study at
the University of British Columbia (Lorenzo,
Biesanz, & Human, 2010), attractive people are
actually judged more accurately — at least,
closer to a subject’s own self-assessments —
than are the less attractive, because it draws
others to go beyond the initial impression.
“People do judge a book by its cover,” the
researchers write, “but a beautiful cover
prompts a closer reading.” (APS Observer,
April 2011, vol. 24, n°. 4: 22)

One of the aims of our research is
empirically to test the stability/dynamics of
beauty criteria, and the salience of the
gender/education/national belonging
dimensions in the social representations of the
various groups interviewed.

The general assumption of our research
program is that aesthetic surgery is at the same
time a “social practice guided by” and “object
of”” Social Representation. The social practice
of cosmetic surgery has always been strongly
related to the social representations of beauty,
and our research attempts to highlight the
correlated dynamics of the social
representations of masculine and feminine
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beauty and aesthetic surgery as social practice
among various subject groups from different
European countries.

Given the rapid growth of the aesthetic
surgery industry (by 10% year on year), the
increasing “popularization” or
“democratization” of aesthetic surgery could be
defined as “irreversible” (Flament, 1989), and
thus should generate significant changes in the
social representations of beauty. Given space
limitations, the literature on aesthetic surgery
presented above has been selected from a wider
corpus of research characterized by different
paradigmatic and methodological approaches,
and in some cases also ideologically connoted
field of studies, articulated with interrelated
interdisciplinary fields focused on body and
beauty.

This literature shows, on the one hand, that
the various social dynamics in which beauty
and aesthetic surgery are inserted have an
ongoing evolution in contemporary society; on
the other hand, a general shift in perspective on
the body, from its traditional definition as an
integer, whose defects should be assumed, to a
“fragmented body” which allows modifications
not only for the sake of the aesthetic norms, but
also for the purpose of personal expression.

The ambiguous character of the body as
“subjective construction” in the contemporary
culture, where the body is object of an
enormous symbolic investment, revealed by the
obsession for the remade body, remodeled by
the aesthetic surgery and body-building
techniques, by the tattoos and by the piercing
practices, has been discussed by Francisco
Ortega (2008) in reference to multiple versions
of the constructivism and disciplinary fields:
the medical visualization of the “internal body”
in the history of medicine (from the initial
experiences of anatomical dissection, the
advent of X-rays, up to today's bio-imaging
techniques), the virtualization of the
“transparent” body in the aesthetics and
advertising, the ethical and psychological issues
connected to the body’s perception and
experience. Extreme manifestations can be
found in some performances of the body-art
and in the carnal aesthetics (Papenburg &
Zarzycka, 2011).

An emblematic case is the one of the
French artist Orlan (the artistic name of
Mireille Suzanne Francette Porte), who
reinvented a career as an artist after having
filmed an emergency surgery taken in 1978 for
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an ectopic pregnancy. “From 1990 to 1995, she
underwent nine plastic surgery operations,
intending to rewrite western art on her own
body. One operation altered her mouth to
imitate that of Francois Boucher's Europa,
another changed her forehead to mimic the
protruding brow of Leonardo's Mona Lisa,
while yet another altered her chin to look like
that of Botticelli's Venus. Was she trying make
herself more beautiful? "No, my goal was to be
different, strong; to sculpt my own body to
reinvent the self. It's all about being different
and creating a clash with society because of
that. | tried to use surgery not to better myself
or become a younger version of myself, but to
work on the concept of image and surgery the
other way around. | was the first artist to do it,"
she says, proudly” (Jeffries, 2009).°

Multi-dimensional and multi-method
research design

The study reported here is part of a wider
research program, which aims to investigate the
socio—psychological interrelations  between
female-male beauty and aesthetic surgery in
various social groups (young people with
university training in Arts, Information
Technology and Sports, members of internet
forum discussions) in three European countries
(Italy, Spain and Romania), in view of
enlarging the study to other cultural contexts
such as Brazil and Asia, where body culture
assumes various meanings.

The general research program employs an
integrated Multi-dimensional and Multi-method
Research Design (de Rosa, 1990; Moscovici &
Buschini, 2003), comprising three types of
investigation, briefly described below:

1. Field study
a) Projective verbal techniques:
» Associative network
e Self conceptual Identification
b) Projective graphic techniques:
e Body-map
e Photolanguage
c¢) Structured verbal techniques:

® Orlan's operating table became her baroque theatre.
Designers, such as Paco Rabanne and Issey Miyake,
created costumes for Orlan to wear during the surgeries.
Poetry was read and music played while she lay fully
conscious. Each surgery was captured on video,
broadcast in galleries and sometimes fed to audiences
around the globe via live satellite link-ups. (Jeffries,
2009).
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e |Involvement Level Scale
» Self — Attractiveness Scale

2. Media analysis:

e Adverts content analysis from print and
digital media

e Internet forum textual analysis

e Web — communities (social networks)
conversational analysis

3. Experimental investigation - focused on
the generative activity of mental images and
emotions in the social representations of beauty
and aesthetic surgery.

The section of the multi-method study,
presented in this paper, has the following
research goals:

e To witness the potential change in the
social representations of masculine and
feminine beauty in a synchronic manner in
three cultural contexts, with different degrees
of diffusion of aesthetic and plastic surgery,
ranking Spain on the 3™ position, Italy on the
24" while Romania takes the last place in the
sample of countries listed — the 32" (according
to the 2002 statistics mentioned in the
introduction).
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e To investigate the relationships
between social representations of masculine
and feminine beauty and S.R. of aesthetic and
plastic surgery in the samples differentiated in
all the three countries by education with
close/distant relations with aesthetics and body
culture;

e To evaluate the social / subjective
distinction — focusing on the emotional and
imagistic content of the social representations

of Dbeauty and aesthetic/plastic surgery,
comparing different social groups with
different Self rated attractiveness, level of

involvement, and Self Identification with
various meaningful cultural referents.

Participants and population variable’s
definition

A total of 283 university students
participated in our study, which employed a
between subjects factorial design. The first set
of independent variables comprised the socio-
demographic variables: country, University
Education and Gender. Participants’
distribution in the various groups defined by
them is shown in the Table 1:

Table 1. Subject’s distribution according to the variables: gender, university education and

country.
Gender Cou'ntry ) Total
Italy  Romania Spain
Feminine Faculty Arts 15 15 22 52
Informatics 6 15 9 30
Sports 11 15 20 46
Sub-Total 32 45 51 128
Masculine Faculty Arts 15 15 8 38
Informatics 21 15 21 57
Sports 35 15 10 60
Sub-Total 71 45 39 155
Total 103 90 90 283
Besides the socio-demographic variables, — low (153 participants) / high (130
the participants in the study have been participants)
distributed according to the psychological » Self-ldentification Conceptual Network:

variables respectively detected by our research
tools, presented in the following section, as
follows:

o Level of self — rated attractiveness
— low (141 participants) / high
participants)

* Level of self-involvement in the topic of
aesthetic-plastic surgery:

(142

the distribution of the participants according to
the specific self-identification with cultural
referents for each of our participant made
possible the selection of five new groups of
subjects, differentiated on the basis of their
maximum self-identification with:

— beauty (56 participants)

— body (62 participants)
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— culture (59 participants)

— nature (56 participants)

— soul (50 participants).

The statistic procedure employed in this
respect and the role of independent and
dependent varibales assigned in the multi-step
analyses is described below, in the Results
section.

Our hypotheses were:

» There are significant differences between
the three national samples in the
identification strengths with the cultural
referents of the  Self-ldentification
Conceptual Network.

e There are significant differences in the
indexes generated by the Associative
Network between the three national
samples.

» There are significant differences in the
content and structure of the social
representations of beauty and aesthetic
surgery between the groups generated by
our independent variables: nationality,
gender, study domain, self-attractiveness,
involvement in the topic of aesthetic
surgery, specific cultural identification
referent.

* The content and structure of the social
representations of aesthetic surgery is
related to the social representations of
feminine and masculine beauty in each of
the three national samples.

The instruments employed in our
investigation are:

» Associative Network (de Rosa, 2002,
2003, 2005), a projective measure useful
for detecting the content, structure,
polarity and stereotyping dimension of the
semantic field evoked by “stimulus
words”. The participant is requested to
write down all the words that come to
mind in relation to the inductor phrase, and
then rank their order and subjective
importance, mark their valence and
connect them in any way that he/she
considers they should be linked. The
Associative Network was used with the
following inductor phrases: - Masculine
beauty; - Feminine beauty; - Surgery; -
Aesthetic surgery.

In the multi-step data analysis we used
four types of information extracted from the
responses to this instrument, described from the
technical point of view in the Results section:
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a) Stereotyping index, b) Polarity index, c)
Inductive power and d) the dimensions that
structure the textual corpus. At the first step of
the analysis we used the a, b, c, elements as
dependent variables and at second step in the
cross-analyses of the results derived from
different stimulus words or from various
instruments, we have treated the same a, b, c,
elements as independent variables in order to
differentiate the population according to their
psychological dimensions and representational
systems.

» Self — attractiveness scale — requiring the
participant to assess his / her level of
attractiveness on a 6 points Likert scale. In the
subsequent analyses, we used the level of
involvement as independent variable, obtained
by calculating the median of the scores and
splitting the sample accordingly.

» Self-Involvement in the topic of
aesthetic surgery scale — a 2 item scale,
inspired by Rouquette’s considerations about
the role of proximity with the chosen object of
representation (1994), detected by asking the
participant to assess his / her involvement and,
respectively, personal relevance of the topic of
aesthetic surgery on a 6 points Likert scale. The
correlation between the two measures was 0,82.
In the subsequent analyses, we used the level of
involvement as independent variable, obtained
by calculating the median of the mean scores
on the two items and splitting the sample
accordingly.

» Self Identification Conceptual Network,
a projective verbal technique — developed by de
Rosa — aimed at extracting the intensity of
one’s identification with various cultural
referents. Participants have to use the figural
construction presented in Figure 1, with the
following instruction set:

1. Draw a line connecting the word in the
middle which means yourself with each of
the words you think it should be connected.
Don’t draw more than 16 lines, and also
indicate with number from 1 to 5 the degree
of identification (1 = minimum, 5 =
maximum identification). The words you
will leave unconnected express a lack of
relationship between yourself and that
dimension.

2. Indicate with a + or — whether the connection
between yourself and the respective
dimension is positive or negative.
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Procedure

The combined questionnaire (with all
instruments) was filled in by each participant in
collective sessions of about 20 people; the
order of the instruments was: Associative
Network with the four inductor expressions,
self - attractiveness scale, Self-Involvement in
the topic of aesthetic surgery scale, Self
Identification Conceptual Network.
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Analysis of the Results

Results from the Self Identification
Conceptual Network

In order to test the first hypothesis, our
first approach to the data detected via Self-
Conceptual Network technique was to identify
the mean of associations between one’s self and
each of the 18 conceptual categories (cultural
referents). The table 2 shows the results
distinctively for the three national groups of
participants.

@

Figure 1 — Self Identification Conceptual Network.

Table 2 — Means of associations between the one’s Self and each of the 18 conceptual categories
detected via the Self Identification Conceptual Network.

Concept Spain Italy Romania
Body 1.76 1.54 0.46
Man 1.43 121 1.01

Plastic surgery 0.55 0.11 -0.43
Old age 0.05 0.03 -1.55
Make-up 0.84 0.06 0.76

Nature 1.96 1.54 0.83
Virtuality 0.64 0.1 0.1
Health 2.69 2.33 2.64
Ugliness -0.03 -0.79 -0.88
Happiness 2.37 2.16 0.72
Soul 1.75 0.75 155
Youth 2.66 1.75 2.61
Reality 171 0.85 1.72
Woman 1.13 0.81 1.16
Culture 2.06 2.01 2.02

Sadness 0.13 -0.58 0.21
Sport 1.80 1.95 0.85

Beauty 1.74 1.66 0.75
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The first phase of data analysis was the
identification of significant identifications,
defined as the identity referents towards which
the national mean is significantly different from
0. The One Sample t Test applied on each of
the 54 national means (3 countries x 18
referents) revealed the significant associations
depicted in Figure 2. The positive associations
are in the upward side, the negative — in the
downward. It is interesting to observe that the
one’s identification with plastic surgery is
positive both for Italian and especially for
Spanish participants, whereas there is a
negative link with Romanians, who also show a
weaker link with Body and Beauty compared
Italian and Spanish participants.

The second phase of data analysis, using
the One Way ANOVA test and the Games -
Howell post — hoc correction, was the
comparison between the means of the three
national samples, on each of the 18 cultural
referents. The results of the comparisons are
shown in Figure 3, by means of the different
thickness of the lines that connect “I” with the
respective referent. We used three intervals
(degrees) of significant association: less than
1,5; 1.5 — 2 and higher than 2. The means in
different interval are drawn with different
thicknesses, and the difference between them is
significant (at p < 0,05). Only the significant
associations (as shown by the previous test) are
represented: the positive ones by a continuous
line and the negative by a discontinuous line.

Taking into account the most relevant
results from the two sets of data analysis
concerning the Self Identification Conceptual
Network, we can make the following comments
regarding each of the three countries under
scrutiny:
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a) in the Spanish sample, the connection
to plastic surgery is positive, albeit weak, while
those to happiness and youth are significantly
stronger, compared to the other two national
samples, but also strong connection between |
and culture, health and a moderate positive
connection between | and beauty, body, sport,
nature, reality, soul. Also, we notice the
absence of any negative associations, as well as
the lack of connection to old age, ugliness and
sadness — a result shared with the Italian
participants.

b) in the Italian sample, we notice the
absence of a significant association to plastic
surgery and also between | and make-up and
old age, and a weak negative connection to
sadness and ugliness. Also, in comparison to
the other two national samples, there is a
weaker connection to soul, woman, man, reality
as an identification referent. Italian participants
identify more strongly with culture, youth and
health than with beauty, body, sport and nature.

c) in the Romanian sample, we notice a
moderate negative association to plastic
surgery, which is an interesting result,
considering the position of the country in the
list presented above and the familiarization
process this recent expanding phenomenon of
aesthetic surgery represents. As the Italian
participants, they show a weak negative
connection to ugliness. Also, compared to the
other two national samples, there is a strong
negative association to old age, but also weaker
positive connections (compared to the other 2
samples) to beauty, and to its other traditional
cultural associates: body, nature, happiness and
sport. As the other two samples, Romanian
participants identify more strongly with culture,
youth and health.

1 '| I B [taly
0 - Y Spain
U
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Figure 2 — Means of associations to the 18 cultural referents in the 3 national samples. All means

are significantly different from 0 at a p < 0,05.
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Spain
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Italy Romania

Figure 3 — Means of associations to the cultural referents in the 3 samples. Lines of different
thickness depict significantly different means ( = positive; - - - - = negative).

Regarding the specific focus of our
research, the results showing a stronger link
between one’s self and body, beauty, and
plastic surgery for Spanish and Italian than for
Romanians, seem to be coherent with the
degree of diffusion of aesthetic-plastic surgery
in the three countries, as ranked in the 2002
survey of the statistic above quoted. They
represent supplementary reference points to be
used in the interpretation of the results of the
following data analysis stages; as such, we will
return to them in the Discussion section of this
article.

The second approach on the data collected
through the Self Identification Conceptual
Network was aimed at the distribution of
participants according to their specific
identification category of each participant — an
independent variable in our research design. In
order to extract a specific identity reference for
each participant, we assigned each subject to
the category towards which he/she had the
maximum standardized z score, computed
inside his/her national sample. This maximum z
score reflected the strongest identification of
the participant, in the context of his/her national
sample. We selected only the reference
categories which contain at least 10% of

participants, in order to ensure a greater validity
of the differences to be noticed among them.
Thus, we were left with 5 reference categories:
body, nature, soul, culture and beauty.

In the final stage of this data analysis
procedure, we distributed the participants in all
the other (less frequent than our cutoff point of
10%) categories to the selected ones, by
recalculating the z-scores only for the selected
set, and reassigning each participant on the
same criterion of the maximum z-score (see
results reported in the section 3).

Results from the Associative Network

In this section, we present the results from
data analysis based on the Associative Network
instrument, using as inductors masculine
beauty, feminine beauty and aesthetic surgery.
For each of the three inductor expressions that
we present, the first three groups of results (A,
B and C) concern the second hypothesis —
about the indexes generated by the Associative
Network, while the fourth (D) concerns the
third hypothesis — about the content and
structure of each of the social representations,
explored through the statistical method of
lexical correspondence analysis.
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Social Representations of Masculine Beauty

A. Stereotyping index. Computed as the
number of “different” words associated by each
group of subjects / total number of words
associated by each group of subjects * 100, it
represents a measure of the degree of
dictionary’s uniformity/differentiation of the
corpus evoked by each group of subjects.
According to the technique’s creator (de Rosa,
2002, 186) “This calculation is not a
measurement applied to each subject, but
comes about by dividing the number of
“different” words associated by the whole
group by the total number of the words
associated by the entire group.(...) In order to
bring this new measurement (Y) to a value
between -1 and +1 (rather than in a scale of
100) and to insure that the value of +1
corresponds to the maximum value of the
stereotypy (and not vice versa), the values
obtained are transformed via the following
formula:

x = [(2Y) - 1| x (-1)
100

The stereotyping index values for the three
national samples are: Italy: -0,69; Spain: -0,77;
Romania: -0,88.

They reveal a low level of stereotyping in
all three samples (especially among the
Romanians), indicating richness in diversifying
the dictionary about the masculine beauty.

B. Polarity index, computed as:

(the number of positive words—number of negative words)
number of total words associated by each country sample

The polarity index values were very
similar for all the three samples, showing a
positive connotation of the semantic space
related to the social representations of
masculine beauty for the Italian, Spanish and
Romanian subjects: Italy: 0,34; Spain: 0,38;
Romania: 0,37.

C. “Inductive power”. Computed as
the number of elicited expressions / number of
participants, it’s a measure of the breadth of the
semantic corpus associated to the inductor
expression: the higher the index, the more
numerous are these associations. The values of
the index for the three national samples are:

Italy: 103 participants who elicited 823 elicited
expressions overall - 7,99 / participant
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- Spain: 90 participants who elicited 525 elicited
expressions overall - 5,83 / participant

Romania: 90 participants who elicited 448
elicited expressions overall — 4,97 / participant

At a first glance at the results of this set of
three measures, we can notice a relative
homogeneity of the valence of the inductor in
the three national groups — as shown by the
similar values of the polarity indexes. Focusing
on the differences, we can conclude that the
Romanian sample uses the less stereotyped
discourse, but also the less “vocal” — the
inductor “masculine beauty” has the smaller
inductive power. In the Italian sample, we find
the opposite: the most stereotyped discourse,
but also the higher inductive power — a very
rich, yet homogenous, shared discourse.

D. Lexical correspondence analysis

The results of this method of data analysis
(carried out using the software T-Lab 6.0) are
presented in Figure 4. Participants’ country was
employed as active variable (depicted in
Capital Letters: ITALY, SPAIN, ROMANIA)
in the correspondence analysis, while the other
independent variables of our research were
used as illustrative variables (depicted in
Capital Letters and Square  Symbol:
Participant’s Gender and Faculty, Self-rated
attractiveness, Level of Involvement and Self-
Identification with cultural referents from Self
Identification Network).

The correspondence analysis extracted two
factors. Factor 1 (horizontal) explains 59,02%
of the data inertia (variance). Defining words
(active variables), in terms of their contribution
to the factor, are presented in the Table 3.

We can interpret factor 1 as reflecting the
opposition between:

- a person-centered and gender dependent view
of masculine beauty, focused on physical and
psychological traits, as a “masculinized”
(virility, physical), self-sufficient definition
(confidence, charm) , expressed on the positive
semi-axis mainly by University Students of
Sports, Male and those who identify themselves
especially with Body and Beauty;

- social denominations of masculine beauty,
characterized both by negative connotation
(idiot, passing) and positive, in terms of
rewards (success, TV, women), expressed on
the negative semi-axis mainly by participants
who identify themselves with Nature and Soul.
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Figure 4 — Results of the lexical correspondence analysis on the corpus elicited by the
Associative Network using as inductor “Masculine beauty”.

Table 3 — Defining words and significant illustrative variables of Factor 1.

Semi-axis negative  Absolute contribution

Semi-axis positive  Absolute contribution

success 4,1% physical 5,28%

nature 3,8% confidence 4.52%

elegance 3,79% charm 4,28%

women 3,17% virility 4,26%

tv 3,12%

idiot 3,1%

passing 3%

lllustrative Variables

Variable & level Test value Variable & level Test value

Identif_nature -11,6 Faculty Sports 3,29

Identif_soul 5,8 Gender_masc 3,04
Identif_beauty 8,68

Identif_body 6,09

Factor 1 also denotes the clear opposition
between two of the levels of our active variable
(country), respectively Italians on the positive
semi-axis and Romanian participants on the
negative semi-axis, as described in more detail
below.

Factor 2 (vertical) explains 40,98% of the
data inertia (variance). Defining words, in
terms of their contribution to the factor, are
presented in the Table 4.

The negative semi-axis evokes a more
“up-to-date” gender focused perspective on
masculine beauty; it’s an individualistic view,
which, besides descriptive traits (man,

handsome, dark skin) also includes references
to less classical, stereotyped connotations, such
as “metrosexual” or “sensual”, - with the
contribution of Female and participants who
identify themselves with Soul, as illustrative
variables - as opposed to the positive semi-axis,
which is mostly defined by social connotations
of status symbol (success and money) — mainly
expressed by Male participants.

The comments on the “backbone” of the
factorial structure presented above can be
nuanced by taking into account the contribution
of each national sample and the semantic
elements strongest associated to it.
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Table 4 — Masculine beauty: defining words and significant illustrative variables of Factor 2.

Semi-axis negative  Absolute contribution

Semi-axis positive  Absolute contribution

handsome 17,8%
dark_skin 6,72%
man 6,71%
metrosexual 4,7%
force 3,24%
sensual 2,95%

success 3,82%
nature 3,12%
money 2,82%

[llustrative Variables

Variable & level Test value Variable & level Test value
Gender_fem -5,04 Gender_masc 3,54
Identif with Soul -2,3

Overall, the Italian space of associations
seems to depict a “classical” view on masculine
beauty, with a strict reference to exterior
landmark elements — shirt, beard, six pack, and
also to the necessary psychological traits that
accompany and complete it: arrogance,
confidence, vanity, charm, putting it “to work”
in the interpersonal realm.

Taking into account the levels of the
illustrative  variables with a significant
contribution to the factors, we notice that this
perspective is close to other three consonant
categories of participants: males, students of
Sports faculty, participants who tend to identify
more with the body as a reference, but also with
beauty.

In the Romanian sample we can observe
represented a multiple discourse; on one side,
there is a conscious view on the social rewards
of masculine beauty — money, success, women,
TV, but also on its supplementary musts-haves
(attitude, clothing, talk, elegance). On the
other, there is also a critique of the same social
conditioning of masculine beauty: idiot,
superficial, passing. The illustrative variables
associated with this discourse are the
identification with nature and soul, as opposites
of the social fabric, which contaminates beauty.
Finally, the connection to nature as an identity
reference also underlines another definition of
masculine beauty, as a “return to basics”, in
terms of body, young and special.

The specific trait of the Spanish discourse
is its high saturation in exterior bodily
characteristics: dark skin, tall, body, back, with
a clear aesthetic perspective — attractive,
sensual, and handsome. We could interpret it as
being a definition of a stereotyped and

romanticized modern male (the term man is
also present), with appealing qualities
especially to the females (as an identification
referent), and to those with a stronger
identification with soul.

Social Representations of Feminine Beauty

A. Stereotyping index. The values of the
index for the three national samples are:
- ltaly: -0,64; - Spain: -0,78; - Romania: -
0,76, showing higher degree of stereotyping in
the Italian’s representations of feminine beauty.

B. Polarity index - The polarity index
values were very similar and positively
connotated for all the three samples, also for
the social representations of feminine beauty,
as we have already showed for the masculine
beauty: Italy: 0,31; Spain: 0,33; Romania: 0,30.

C. “Inductive power”: number of elicited
expressions / number of participants
- ltaly: 103 participants who elicited 922
elicited expressions overall — 8,95 / participant
- Spain: 90 participants - 525 elicited
expressions overall - 6,1 / participant
- Romania: 90 participants - 493 elicited
expressions overall — 5,47 / participant

As in the case of the previous inductor, the
three polarity indexes of “feminine beauty” are
practically equivalent. The other two sets of
results show that the Italian sample used the
most stereotyped discourse, but also the most
“vocal”, in the sense of evoking the most
numerous associations per participant, as
revealed by the high inductive power of the
stimulus, while the Romanian sample had the
smallest inductive power, and a stereotyping
index similar to the Spanish sample.
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D. Lexical correspondence analysis

The results of this method of data analysis
are presented in Figure 5. As before,
participants’ country was employed as active
variable (depicted in Capital Letters) in the
correspondence analysis, while the other
independent variables of our research were
used as illustrative variables (depicted in
Square Symbols).

The correspondence analysis extracted two
factors. Factor 1 (horizontal) explains 55,6%
of the data inertia. Defining words, in terms of
their contribution to the factor, are presented in
the Table 5.

The opposition which characterizes factor
1 could be synthesized again as between:
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- a person oriented and gender dependent
discourse, in terms of particular feminized
personality nuances (sensuality, sweet) and
visual focus points (body limbs - feet, hands),
especially expressed on positive semi-axis by
Male participants and those who self-identify
themselves with Beauty; this result is similar to
the reversed representations already evoked by
the inductor Masculine Beauty;

- a gender independent and naturalistic view,
which is not specifically focused on feminine
beauty values and projects it on other more
general appealing naturalistic qualities: youth,
health, natural.
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Figure 5 — Results of the lexical correspondence analysis on the corpus elicited by the
Associative Network using as inductor “Feminine beauty”.

Table 5 — Feminine beauty: defining words and significant illustrative variables of Factor 1.

Semi-axis negative

Absolute contribution

Semi-axis positive  Absolute contribution

youth 7,26% sensuality 4,88%
success 4,73% feet 3,82%
health 4,64% sweet 3,04%
passing 2,9% hands 2,92%
natural 2,9%

lllustrative Variables

Variable & level Test value Variable & level Test value
Identif_nature -8,04 Gender_masc 4,4
Identif_soul -4,56 Identif_beauty 7,86
Gender_fem -4,3
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Also in this case, similar to Masculine
Beauty, factor 1 denotes the opposition
between two of the levels of our active variable
(country), namely between participants in the
study from Italy and Romania, as described
below.

Factor 2 (vertical) explains 44,4% of the
data inertia.

The negative semi-axis (also associated to
the Spanish sample) of this factor seems to be
centered on a combination of another set of
feminine (woman) bodily focus points (skin,
breasts, eyes), and personality traits (sincere,
intelligence), significantly  expressed by
Females and those who identify themselves
with Soul, as opposed to the two gender
independent characteristics which define the
positive semi-axis (youth, success), expressed
on the positive semi-axis mainly by Males and
those who identify themselves with Body.

The following step of interpretation is, as
before, the in-depth analysis of the semantic
and illustrative variables spaces of the
discourses produced by participants
distinctively for each national sample.

Overall, the Italian perspective is
characterized by a double discourse on the
same topic: beauty traits. On one side, we can
extract a clear descriptive physical discourse
(physical, feet, face, posture, hair, hands, gym),
without any evaluative dimension. On the
other, there is a conscious view of the
interpersonal nature of beauty, centered on the
elements which serve as a vehicle towards the
perceiver — glance, charm, provoking, voice,
sensuality, sweet, sensitive (and, maybe, also
stupid to complete the feminine attractiveness
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norm) - and his emotional reactions to feminine
beauty — j