


Social	  Representa/ons	  	  
of	  the	  City	  of	  Warsaw	  

Among	  first-‐visitors	  from	  six	  different	  
na/onali/es	  



Theore/cal	  Framework	  

•  The	  meta-‐theory	  of	  social	  representa/ons	  
(Moscovici,	  1976;	  Jodelet,	  1991;	  de	  Rosa,	  
1994)	  

•  The	  theory	  of	  social	  iden/ty	  (Tajfel,	  1981)	  
•  Self-‐iden/ty	  (Breakwell,	  1992)	  
•  Social	  memory	  related	  to	  places	  (Milgram	  and	  
Jodelet’s	  seminal	  study)	  



The	  History	  

•  Con/nua/on	  of	  cross-‐na/onal	  research	  by	  
Professor	  de	  Rosa	  

•  Previous	  research	  already	  done	  in	  Rome,	  Paris,	  
London,	  Helsinki,	  Lisbon,	  Madrid,	  and	  Vienna	  

•  Comparison	  of	  Paris	  and	  Rome,	  the	  research	  
done	  by	  Professor	  de	  Rosa	  and	  Marialibera	  
d’Ambrosio	  



European	  Capitals	  

Rome	  

Paris	  
Vienna	  

Madrid	  
Lisbon	  

Helsinki	  

London	  
Warsaw	  



Research	  

•  Loca/on:	  the	  city	  of	  Warsaw	  
•  Subjects:	  minimum	  30	  first	  visitors	  of	  six	  
different	  na/onali/es	  

•  Data	  collec/on:	  from	  November	  2009	  un/l	  
September	  2010	  

•  The	  dynamics	  of	  the	  figura/ve	  nucleus:	  before	  
and	  a^er	  seeing	  the	  city	  

•  Languages:	  English,	  French,	  German,	  Italian,	  
Polish	  and	  Spanish	  	  



Research	  tool	  

•  The	  ques/onnaire	  developed	  by	  Professor	  de	  Rosa	  
•  Associa/ve	  network:	  Warsaw	  and	  ideal	  city	  
•  Place	  iden/ty	  construct	  of	  Proshansky	  (1978)	  –	  /me	  
pacern	  

•  The	  city	  of	  Warsaw	  and	  the	  Old	  Town	  –	  free	  adjec/val	  
associa/ons	  

•  Ques/ons	  before	  and	  a^er	  seeing	  the	  city	  
•  Projec/ve	  technique	  –	  drawing	  a	  map	  
•  Sources	  of	  informa/on	  about	  Warsaw	  –	  informa/onal	  
luggage	  

•  Popula/on	  variable	  



Specificity	  of	  Warsaw	  

•  Post-‐communist	  European	  capital	  city	  
•  Destroyed	  during	  World	  War	  II	  
•  Language	  difficulty	  
•  Weather	  condi/ons	  
•  The	  year	  of	  Chopin	  
•  Event	  in	  Smolensk	  
•  Presiden/al	  elec/ons	  
•  Very	  low	  appeal	  



Ini/al	  Findings	  –	  Places	  
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Thank	  you	  for	  your	  a,en.on	  


