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Why astro-amateur ?

Astronomy was the first science, it was born with Man: the ancients
had neither television nor Internet and had to settle for an unpolliuted

night sky;

there isn’t a similar phenomenon in other scientific disciplines: the
bio-amateurs or mathematic-amateurs are comparatively non-existent;

there are very few barriers to enter the Astronomy field;
Astronomy is the one of the most attractive scientific discipline;

Astronomy is cross-disciplinary: through Astronomy it is possible to talk
about physics, chemistry, mathematics, biology but also in literature,
art, poetry ...



just two examples...

Some very famous
astro-amateurs

William Herschel (1738 - 1822)

% Musician until the age of thirty-five;

* In the spring of 1773 he stumbled into a
popular book entitled “Astronomy Explained
upon Sir Isaac Newton's Principles” that hit
his imagination so profoundly that it changed
his life. This reading inspired him, revealed a
world he never imagined;

#* he discovered Uranus (1781), some of its
satellites (Titania and Oberon), and some
satellites of Saturn (Mimas and Enceladus);

* he discovered the infrared light;

# he studied the stars evolution and classified
a very large number of strange objects.




Some very famous
astro-amateurs

Edwin Hubble (1889 - 1953)

* lawyer until the age of thirty, although he
nas always been an amateur astronomer;

* he worked at Mount Wilson Observatory,
discovering the expansion of the Universe
(1925) and the law relating the distance of
the galaxy to their speed,;

#* This discovery is one of the key evidence
of the existence of the Big Bang, thus
proving that our Universe had an origin
(13.7 Billion years ago).




The movement of amateur
astronomers In europe

In France

% Camille Flammarion (1842 - 1925) changed
the understanding of science’s popularization;

#* With his books and his communicative power
has achieved more than 60 new planetariums
in all French cities;

# the French Astronomical Society unites in a
single forum astronomers and amateur
astronomers;

#¥ The magazine Ciel et Espace has a circulation
of 120,000 copies;

#* Estimates show about 100,000 French
amateur astronomers.



The movement of amateur
astronomers In europe

in the UK

# In the UK the Royal Astronomical Society
was founded in 1820 and its first president
was Sir William Herschel;

# In 1890 was founded the BAA - British
Astronomical Association, a prestigious
English association of amateur astronomers;

* since 1957, the amateur astronomer Sir
Patrick Moore (1925 - present), holds a
monthly evening TV program (channel
BBC1) called Sky at Night, which became a
cult for all the English Science and
Astronomy fans;

#* Estimates show about 90,000 English
amateur astronomers.




What i1s UAI

% about 30.000 members (direct and indirect)
* 200 local Associations

¥ Research Sections in collaboration with Italian and
foreign astronomers

* Astronomy education at school
* Astronomy popularization in the society

¥ struggle against pollution (light and cultural)
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The Calendar of events
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SOMme experiences

during a public event we noticed that children and young people are
much more aware of their parents who confuse astronomy with
astrology (return to illiteracy)

during a public lecture the most frequently asked question is what are
the black holes, but most people don’t know where the polar star is...

ltalians are dominated by the bad teacher: television.

Many TV programs tend to make things mysterious:

we are surrounded by UFQOs, the Celts or the Druids have certainly had
an effect on us, some stellar alignments clearly show a hidden truth ...

These are the main questions and often certainties of the Italian people!



Emilio Sassone Corsi
UAI President

presidente@uai.it






