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Aids	   is	   one	   of	   the	   most	   s5gma5zing	  
illnesses	   of	   the	   history	   of	   humanity.	  
Since	   its	   emergence	   in	   Western	  
socie5es,	   in	   1981,	   it	   has	   represented	  
much	   more	   than	   just	   a	   disease,	  
becoming	   a	   phenomenon	   	   very	   fast	  
(Sontag,	  1993).	  	  

According	   to	   the	   World	   Health	  
Organiza5on	   (2005)	   there	   was	   no	  
epidemic	   in	   the	   last	   50	   years	   more	  
severe	   than	   aids,	   which	   gave	   it	   the	  
status	  of	  pandemic.	  	  

The	   HIV/AIDS	   epidemic	   has	   hit	   all	  
segments	   of	   society,	   regardless	   of	  
socioeconomic	  condi5ons.	  	  
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According	  to	  the	  sta5s5cs,	  26	  million	  of	  the	  
42	  million	  people	   infected	  with	  HIV	   in	   the	  
world	   are	   between	   15	   and	   49	   years	   old
(WHO,	  2009).	  	  

In	  Brazil,	  544,846	  cases	  of	  people	  with	  aids	  
were	  registered	  from	  1980	  to	  June	  2009.	  	  

The	   southern	   region	   of	   the	   country	   alone	  
concentrates	  19.21%	  of	   the	  no5fied	  cases,	  
and	   the	   state	   of	   Santa	   Catarina	   was	   the	  
second	  in	  the	  country	  in	  terms	  of	  incidence	  
of	  aids	  by	  100	  thousand	  inhabitants	   in	  the	  
year	  of	  2009,	  with	  33	  new	  cases	  (Ministério	  
da	  Saúde	  Brasil,	  2010).	  
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Laboratório	  de	  Psicologia	  Social	  da	  
Comunicação	  e	  Cognição	  (LACCOS)	  

• 	   The	   impact	   of	   different	   forms	  of	   scien5fic	   knowledge	  
communica5on	   concerning	   HIV/Aids	   on	   the	   social	  
representa5ons	   about	   the	   illness,	   mainly	   on	   their	  
informa5on	  dimension.	  	  
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Social	  representa/on	  on	  Aids	  

•  In	   the	   90s,	   studies	   about	   the	   structure	   of	   the	   social	  
representa5on	   on	   aids	   demonstrated	   the	   centrality	   of	   the	  
elements	  sex,	  illness	  and	  death.	  	  

•  Morin	   and	   Vergès	   (1992)	   observed	   this	   double	   centrality	   of	  
death	   and	   illness	   in	   the	   social	   representa5ons	   of	   teenagers	  
about	  aids	  from	  France	  and	  Belgium.	  

•  Tura	  (2004)	  has	  observed	  that	  the	  following	  elements:	  death,	  
sex,	   condom	   and	   illness	   composed	   the	   central	   core	   of	   a	  
popula5on	  of	  young	  people	   ranging	   from	  14	   to	  18	  years	  old	  
from	   Rio	   de	   Janeiro,	   while	   risk	   group,	   contamina5on,	  
recklessness,	   loneliness,	   care,	   despera5on,	   solidarity,	   cure,	  
weakening	   and	   hospital	   were	   the	   ones	   that	   formed	   the	  
peripheral	  system	  of	  the	  social	  representa5on	  on	  aids. 	  	  
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Social	  representa/on	  on	  Aids	  

•  Camargo	   (2000)	   observed,	   almost	   ten	   years	   aier	  
Morin	  and	  Vergès	   (1992)	  study,	   that	   the	  main	  central	  
elements	  of	  the	  social	  representa5on	  on	  aids	  were	  sex	  
and	   preven5on,	   among	   others,	   characterizing	   the	  
rela5onship	   of	   aids	   with	   the	   no5on	   of	   sexual	  
preven5on.	  	  

•  This	   change	   in	   the	   social	   representa5on	   seems	   to	   be	  
related	  to	  the	  intense	  aken5on	  from	  the	  media	  about	  
the	   preven5on	   of	   the	   disease	   as	   the	   only	   form	   of	  
protec5on.	  	  
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Social	  representa/on	  on	  Aids	  

•  Camargo,	  Barbará	  and	  Bertoldo	  (2007)	  in	  a	  research	  with	  students	  
from	   the	   city	   of	   Florianópolis,	   pointed	   out	   the	   elements	   death,	  
illness,	   sex,	   preserva5ve	  and	  preven5on	  as	   central	   and	  prejudice,	  
fear,	  sadness	  and	  drugs	  as	  peripheral	  ones.	  

Figure	  1.	  Social	  representa5on	  on	  aids	  –	  Cut-‐off	  25	  
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•  	   Barbará	   (2007)	   also	   carried	   out	   a	   study	   with	  
secondary	   school	   students	   from	   Florianópolis	   and	  
observed	   that	   other	   than	   the	   elements	   sex	   and	  
illness,	   the	  element	  preven5on	  shows	  up	  as	  central	  
in	  the	  social	  representa5on	  on	  aids.	  

•  	  The	  death	  element	  is	  s5ll	  connected	  to	  aids,	  but	  in	  
that	  study	  it	  had	  a	  peripheral	  status.	  

Social	  representa/on	  on	  Aids	  
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Social	  representa/on	  on	  Aids	  

•  With	  the	  passing	  of	  5me	   it	  has	  been	  observed	  that	   the	  
func5onal	  elements	   that	   characterized	  aids	  as	  a	  mortal	  
disease	   of	   sexual	   nature	   have	   gained	   an	   important	  
element:	  the	  fact	  that	  it	  can	  be	  prevented.	  

•  This	   also	   brought	   a	   norma5ve	   quality	   to	   the	   elements:	  
sex	   and	   preserva5ve,	   the	   dissocia5on	   of	   the	   threat	   of	  
the	  epidemic	  with	  a	  par5cular	  type	  of	  sex:	  the	  protected	  
kind.	  
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Knowledge	  about	  HIV/Aids	  

•  Scien5fic	   knowledge	   is	   adapted	   as	   a	   new	   form	   of	   common	  
sense,	   in	   which	   groups	   do	   not	   produce	   a	   scien5fic	   body	   of	  
knowledge,	  but	   re-‐elaborate	   it	  according	  to	   their	  means	  and	  
knowledge	  predisposi5ons.	  	  

•  Social	   representa5ons	  have	   a	   fundamental	   role	   in	   the	   sense	  
that	  they	  work	  to	  socialize	  scien5fic	  knowledge,	  introducing	  it	  
in	   everyday	   communica5on	   and	  making	   it	   	   part	   of	   peoples’	  	  
reali5es	  and	  lives.	  
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•  Studies	   point	   out	   to	   a	   rela5onship	   between	  
knowledge	   and	   preven5ve	   behavior	   (Almeida,	   Silva	  
&	   Cunha,	   2007);	   however,	   there	   are	   also	   other	  
significant	   variables	   in	   the	   adop5on	   of	   preven5ve	  
prac5ces	   (Camargo	   &	   Bertoldo,	   2006;	   Camargo	   &	  
Botelho,	   2007;	   Trajman	   et	   al.,	   2003),	   such	   as	  
affec5ve	   commitment	   with	   the	   partner,	   having	  
school	   as	   the	  main	   informa5on	   source	   rather	   than	  
television,	  among	  others.	  

•  Most	   studies	   that	   evaluate	   knowledge	   about	   aids	  
focus	   only	   correct	   and	   incorrect	   vectors	   in	   HIV	  
transmission	   (Camargo,	   Botelho	   &	   Souza,	   2001;	  
Marquet,	  Zantedeschi	  &	  Huynen,	  1998).	  	  

Knowledge	  about	  HIV/Aids	  
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Knowledge	  test	  about	  HIV/Aids	  

•  This	   observa5on	   has	   led	  
Camargo,	  Barbará	  and	  Bertoldo	  
(2005)	   to	   elaborate	   a	  
measurement	   instrument	   that	  
evaluates	   more	   global	  
knowledge	   of	   the	   contents	  
about	   the	   topic,	   because	  
knowledge	  on	  HIV/Aids	  involves	  
also	   informa5on	  about	  biology,	  
infectology	  and	  treatment.	  

•  Taking	  	  as	  reference	  the	  official	  
publica5on	  of	  the	  Pasteur	  
Ins5tute,	  coordinated	  by	  
Montagnier	  (1996),	  24	  items	  
that	  had	  to	  be	  evaluated	  as	  
being	  true	  or	  false.	  	  	  
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Knowledge	  about	  HIV/Aids	  

•  The	  items	  cons5tuted	  3	  sub-‐tests,	  according	  to	  the	  classifica5on	  
proposed	  by	  the	  publica5on:	  	  
1)	  the	  Aids	  virus	  and	  its	  transmission;	  	  
2)	  HIV	  infec5on	  and	  its	  treatment	  and;	  	  
3)	  preven5on.	  

•  This	   test	   of	   scien5fic	   knowledge	   on	   HIV/Aids	   (TSKHA)	   was	  
administered	   in	   262	   public	   school	   students	   from	   the	   city	   of	  
Florianópolis,	  with	  mean	  age	  of	  17	  years	  and	  8	  months,	  being	  that	  
56.9%	  were	  female	  and	  just	  45%	  of	  the	  sample	  was	  considered	  well	  
informed.	  	  
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•  Another	   more	   recent	   study,	   conducted	   in	   Brazilian	   and	   French	  
suburban	   schools,	   employed	   only	   the	   first	   sub-‐test	   of	   the	   TSKHA,	  
the	   one	   about	   the	   Aids	   virus	   and	   its	   transmission	   (Giacomozzi,	  
2008).	  	  

•  The	   Brazilian	   par5cipants	   had	   a	   mean	   of	   5.80	   correct	   answers	  
(standard	  devia5on	  2.04)	  within	  10	  possible	  ones,	  while	  the	  French	  
had	  a	  mean	  of	  4.96	  (standard	  devia5on	  2.16).	  	  

•  The	  difference	  was	  sta5s5cally	  significant	  [t	  =	  4.34;	  df	  =	  476;	  p	  <	   .
001].	  	  
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Yet	  another	  knowledge	  test	  on	  HIV/Aids	  

•  Also	   aiming	   at	   taking	   the	   global	   knowledge	   on	   HIV	   and	  
aids	  into	  account,	  Na5vidade	  (2010)	  developed	  a	  test	  with	  
85	   items	   to	   assess	   the	   level	   of	   scien5fic	   knowledge	   of	  
people	  older	  than	  18	  years	  old	  about	  HIV	  and	  aids.	  	  

•  Decomposed	   the	   knowledge	   on	   HIV	   and	   aids	   in	   six	  
theore5cal	  dimensions	  that	  described	  the	  theme:	  	  

1.	  Aids	  and	  HIV	  descrip5on;	  	  
2.	  History	  of	  the	  illness	  and	  HIV;	  	  
3.	  HIV	  contagion	  and	  preven5on	  forms;	  	  
4.	  Aids	  symptoms	  and	  HIV	  func5oning;	  	  
5.	  Aids	  treatment	  and	  HIV	  control;	  	  
6.	  Epidemiology.	  	  
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•  There	  were	  480	  par5cipants	  with	  ages	  ranging	  from	  
18	   to	  63	  years	   (M	   =	  25.44	  years;	  SD	   =	  8.25	  years),	  
67.7%	  were	  women.	  The	  mean	  of	  correct	  responses	  
of	   the	   par5cipants	   was	   49.03	   points	   (SD	   =	   10.86	  
points;	  Med	  =	  50	  points).	  	  

•  There	   were	   no	   differences	   of	   scien5fic	   knowledge	  
level	   about	  HIV/aids	  between	   the	   sexes	   [t(478)	   =	   .
63;	  p	  =	  .53].	  	  
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Knowledge,	  communica/on	  and	  aids	  
preven/on	  

•  The	  presence	  of	  means	  for	  social	  communica5on	  
is	  more	  intense	  in	  the	  contemporaneous	  lifestyle.	  

•  The	  high	   rate	  of	   aids	   no5fica5on,	  mainly	   among	  
the	   young,	  was	   one	   of	   the	   reasons	   that	   led	   the	  
researchers	   from	   LACCOS	   to	   ques5on	   the	   form	  
with	   which	   the	   knowledge	   about	   the	   illness	   is	  
being	  diffused.	  	  
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Aids	  knowledge	  and	  communica/on	  
through	  pamphlets	  

•  Camargo	  and	  Barbará	  (2004)	  have	  conducted	  a	  study	  with	  300	  
secondary	   school	   students	   from	   public	   and	   private	   schools	   of	  
the	  ci5es	  of	  Florianópolis,	  Itajaí	  and	  Balneário	  Camboriú,	  in	  the	  
state	  of	  Santa	  Catarina,	  about	  the	  effects	  of	  reading	  informa5ve	  
pamphlets	  about	  aids	  on	   the	  knowledge	  of	   that	   illness	  and	  on	  
the	  a|tudes	  towards	  preserva5ve	  use.	  

•  Three	  experimental	  pamphlets	  were	  employed:	  
–  Pamphlet	  A	   (Adolescence	  and	  aids)	  did	  not	  emphasize	  any	  means	  of	  HIV	  

transmission;	  	  
–  Pamphlet	  B	   (Adolescence,	  drugs	  and	  aids)	   linked	   the	   transmission	  of	  aids	  

to	  drugs;	  
–  Pamphlet	   C	   (Adolescence,	   sexuality	   and	   aids)	   related	   aids	   transmission	  

with	  sexually	  transmiked	  diseases	  (STDs).	  	  

•  7	  items	  about	  the	  knowledge	  on	  HIV	  transmission	  and	  a	  scale	  of	  
a|tudes	  towards	  preserva5ve	  use	   (Likert	   type	  with	  4	  points	  –	  
medium	  point	  =	  2.5)	  composed	  by	  12	  items.	  	  
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Pamphlet	  A	  
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Pamphlet	  A	  
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•  A	   significant	   difference	   among	   the	   three	   measures	   about	   the	  
knowledge	   indicator	   was	   verified	   ("5me"	   variable)	   [F(1,	   299)	   =	  
110,20;	  p<	  0,001].	  The	   interac5on	  between	  “5me”	  and	  “type	  of	  
school”	   also	   affected	   significantly	   the	   AKI	   [F(1,	   299)	   =	   7,84;	   p<	  
0,001].	  	  

•  There	   is	   a	   clear	   increase	   of	   the	   scores	   rela5ve	   to	   knowledge	  
between	  5me	  1	   (before	   reading)	   and	  5me	  2	   (aier	   reading)	   for	  
the	  three	  pamphlets,	  among	  the	  par5cipants	  of	  private	  schools.	  	  

•  The	  comparison	  of	  5mes	  1	  and	  2	  amongst	  the	  par5cipants	  from	  
public	  schools	   indicated	  an	  evolu5on	  similar	   to	   the	  one	  verified	  
in	  the	  private	  school	  par5cipants,	  but	  with	  lower	  intensity.	  	  	  

•  The	  examined	  data	  demonstrate	  the	  existence	  of	  posi5ve	  impact	  
of	  reading	  the	  pamphlets	  on	  aids	  knowledge,	  but	  there	  were	  no	  
changes	   rela5ve	   to	   the	   a|tudes	   toward	   preserva5ves	   and,	   in	  
some	  cases,	  the	  favorability	  towards	  the	  object	  was	  reduced.	  

•  Is	   possible	   to	   evaluate	   the	   use	   of	   pamphlets	   as	   preven5ve	  
strategies	  regarding	  aids	  as	  posi5ve.	  
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Informa/ve	  videos	  and	  scien/fic	  
knowledge	  about	  aids	  

•  In	   their	   study	   about	   informa5ve	   pamphlets	   Camargo	   and	  
Barbará	   (2004)	   have	   concluded	   that	   video	   is	   amongst	   the	  
preferred	   media	   of	   teenagers	   to	   obtain	   informa5on,	   and	  
par5cularly	  informa5on	  about	  HIV/Aids.	  	  

•  Therefore,	   Camargo,	   Barbará	   and	  Bertoldo	   (2008),	  with	   the	  
aim	   of	   verifying	   if	   watching	   informa5ve	   videos	   about	   aids	  
would	   increase	   the	   previous	   knowledge	   of	   the	   receptors	  
about	  the	  epidemic,	  have	  conducted	  a	  field	  experiment	  that	  
assessed	   the	   impact	   of	   two	   types	   of	   video	   (scien5fic	   and	  
popularized)	   on	   adolescents’	   knowledge	   about	   aids	  
(dependent	  variable).	  	  
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Informa/ve	  videos:	  scien/fic	  
and	  popularized	  	  

•  There	   were	   141	   teenagers	   who	   took	   part	   on	   the	  
experiment,	   all	   secondary	   school	   students	   from	  a	  
public	  school	  from	  Florianópolis.	  	  

•  The	   control	   group	   was	   formed	   by	   56	   students,	  
while	  Group	  1	  (scien5fic	  video)	  was	  cons5tuted	  by	  
46	  students	  and	  Group	  2	  (popularized	  video)	  by	  39	  
of	  them.	  

•  A	   self-‐administered	   ques5onnaire	   and	   the	   TSKHA	  
(Camargo,	   Barbará	   &	   Bertoldo,	   2005)	   were	  
employed	  in	  a	  collec5ve	  se|ng.	  	  
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•  Concerning	  the	  effects	  on	  knowledge	  associated	  with	  the	  
exhibi5on	  of	  each	  video,	  the	  results	  were	  favorable	  to	  
the	  scien5fic	  one.	  

Figure	  2.	  Mean	  scores	  in	  the	  TSKHA	  by	  experimental	  condi5on,	  before	  and	  aier	  
the	  video	  exhibi5on.	  
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Conclusions	  based	  on	  the	  experience	  
with	  the	  videos	  

•  Group	  1	  –	   scien5fic	  video	  –	  had	  a	   sta5s5cally	   significant	  different	  
between	   the	   first	   measure	   of	   knowledge	   and	   the	   second	   one	  
[t=3.54	  df=45	  p<.001],	  as	  well	  as	  an	  increase	  in	  the	  mean	  score.	  	  

•  Group	   2	   –	   popularized	   video	   –	   had	   an	   increase	   on	   the	   second	  
measure	   that	   was	   smaller	   than	   group	   1’s,	   and	   that	   increase	  was	  
not	  sta5s5cally	  significant	  [t=.52	  df=38	  p=N.	  S.].	  	  

•  As	   for	   the	   control	   group,	   the	   impact	   of	   the	   5me	   variable	  
represented	  a	  small,	  albeit	  significant	  reduc5on	  in	  the	  mean	  score:	  
15.86	  in	  5me	  1	  and	  15.08	  in	  5me	  2[t=2.11	  df=55	  p<.05].	  

•  The	   experiment	   could	   evidence	   that	   only	   the	   exhibi5on	   and	  
understanding	   of	   the	   documentary	   video	   with	   a	   more	   scien5fic	  
content	  implied	  a	  significant	  increase	  on	  the	  knowledge	  about	  HIV/
Aids.	  	  
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Interac/on	  and	  aquisi/on	  of	  scien/fic	  
knowledge	  about	  aids	  

•  With	  the	  aim	  of	  enhancing	  the	  study	  of	  the	  impact	  of	  different	  forms	  
of	  diffusion	  of	  scien5fic	  knowledge	  about	  HIV/Aids	  on	  the	  a|tudes	  
towards	  preserva5ve	  use	  and	  the	  knowledge	  of	  the	  disease,	  Barbará	  
and	  Camargo	  (in	  press)	  have	  carried	  out	  research	  with	  478	  students	  
of	  the	  2nd	  grade	  of	  secondary	  school	  from	  two	  public	  state	  schools	  
from	  the	  city	  of	  Florianópolis.	  	  

•  For	  that	  purpose,	  two	  studies	  were	  conducted:	  	  

1)	  one	  about	  two	  types	  of	  recep5on	  of	  an	  informa5ve	  video	  (ac5ve	  
and	  passive);	  	  

2)	   another	   one	   about	   a	   simulated	   case	   involving	   a	   scien5fic	  
controversy,	   in	  which	  par5cipants	  took	  part	  of	   the	  construc5on	  
of	  informa5on	  itself.	  
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Ac/ve	  and	  passive	  recep/on	  of	  na	  
informa/ve	  video	  

•  The	   sample	   was	   composed	   by	   378	   students,	   with	   a	  
mean	   age	   of	   1	   years	   and	   8	   months	   (SD	   =	   2	   years),	  
formed	  by	  51.05%	  of	  male	  par5cipants.	  	  

•  A	   total	  of	  190	  of	   those	   (50.3%)	   took	  part	  of	   the	  group	  
with	   discussion	   (ac5ve	   recep5on);	   and	   188	   (49.7%)	  
par5cipated	   of	   the	   group	   without	   discussion	   (passive	  
recep5on).	  	  

•  The	   test	   of	   scien5fic	   knowledge	   on	   HIV/aids	   (TSKHA)	  
(Camargo	  et	  al.,	  2005),	  and	  a	  scale	  of	  a|tudes	  towards	  
the	  preserva5ve	  (Camargo	  &	  Barbará,	  2004).	  	  

•  Two	  mee5ngs	  were	  conducted	  (Time	  1	  and	  Time	  2)	  with	  
each	   school	   group,	   in	   a	   5me	   interval	   of	   seven	   days	  
between	  them.	  	  
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•  The	   par5cipants	   from	   the	   ac5ve	   recep5on	   group	   had	   a	  mean	   in	   Time	   2	  
clearly	  superior	  to	  the	  one	  from	  Time	  1,	  and	  the	  dispersion	  of	  their	  scores	  
decreased.	  

•  In	  the	  passive	  recep5on	  group	  there	  was	  also	  an	  increase	  in	  the	  mean	  of	  
correct	  responses,	  but	   it	  was	  smaller	   in	  comparison	  with	  what	  happened	  
in	  the	  previous	  group.	  	  

Figure	  3.	  TSKHA	  by	  group	  and	  5me.	  

Results	  of	  TCKHA	  
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Simulated	  Case	  

•  Simulated	   case	   –	   scien5fic	  
controversy	   in	   the	   experiments	  
about	   vaccines	   developed	   for	  
HIV/aids	   combat	   (Mar5n	  Godillo,	  
2001;	  Bazzo	  &	  Pereira,	  2005);	  	  

•  100	   students	   took	   part,	  
distributed	   in	   5	   groups	   with	   age	  
means	  of	  16	  years	  and	  9	  months	  	  

•  The	  difference	  of	  the	  ini5al	  mean	  
of	   correct	   responses	   when	  
compared	   with	   the	   final	   one	  
presented	   a	   sta5s5cally	  
significant	  difference	   [t	  =	  17.445;	  
df	  =	  99;	  p<	  .0001].	  	  Figure	  4.	  Simulated	  case	  –	  TSKHA	  by	  5me	  	  
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Comparison	  between	  the	  informa/ve	  
videos’	  studies 

In	   the	   two	   studies	   about	  pedagogic	   videos	   (Camargo,	  Barbará	  &	  
Bertoldo,	   2008;	   Barbará	   &	   Camargo,	   in	   press),	   the	   TSKHA	   was	  
employed	  in	  its	  complete	  version	  (24	  items).	  	  

Research	  Camargo	  and	  
cols.	  (2008)	  

Time	  1	   Time	  2	   Diference	  
between	  scores	  

Scien5fic	  video	   15,91	   17,16	   1,25	  

Popularized	  video	   15,72	   15,92	   0,2	  

Research	  Barbará	  and	  
Camargo	  (in	  press)	  

Video	  with	  debate	   16,66	   20,88	   4,22	  

Video	  without	  debate	   16,73	   18,05	   1,32	  
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•  It	   can	  be	   concluded	   that	   the	   video	  presents	   itself	   as	   an	  
important	   mean	   of	   diffusion	   of	   scien5fic	   knowledge	  
about	  HIV/Aids.	  	  

•  The	   most	   significant	   contribu5on	   of	   those	   studies	  
involves	   the	   efficacy	   of	   the	   interac5on	   context	   in	   the	  
sharing	  and	  capture	  of	  new	  scien5fic	  knowledge	  on	  HIV/
aids.	  	  
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Social representations, scientific 
knowledge and communication 

about aids 

Social	  representa5ons	  theory	  (Moscovici,	  1981)	  has	  
contributed	   to	   the	   understanding	   of	   how	   the	  
acquisi5on	   and	   sharing	   of	   different	   kinds	   of	  
knowledge	   are	   processed,	   above	   all	   focusing	   the	  
rela5onship	   between	   specialized	   (scien5fic)	  
content	   and	   common	   sense	   content	   (social	  
representa5ons).	  	  
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•  The	  students	  who	  presented	  more	  scien5fic	  knowledge	  about	  
the	  disease	  have	  evoked	  the	  word	  blood	  more	  oien,	  and	  the	  
students	  with	  less	  scien5fic	  knowledge,	  the	  word	  sadness.	  

•  	   Camargo,	   Barbará	   and	   Bertoldo	   (2007),	   when	   inves5ga5ng	  
the	  rela5onship	  between	  the	  dimension	  of	  the	  representa5on	  
field,	  by	  means	  of	  the	  diagnosis	  of	  the	  structure	  of	  the	  social	  
representa5on	  of	   teenagers	   about	   aids,	   and	   the	   informa5ve	  
dimension	   of	   that	   representa5on	   by	   means	   of	   the	  
measurement	  of	  scien5fic	  knowledge	  (TKSHA),	  could	  observe	  
that	   the	   knowledge	   that	   adolescent	   groups	   have	   about	   this	  
illness	   is	   hybrid,	   as	   it	   mixes	   scien5fic	   and	   common	   sense	  
aspects.	  	  
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•  The	  most	   frequent	  evoca5on	  of	   the	  blood	  element	  
indicates	  higher	  scien5fic	  knowledge	  about	  aids,	  as	  
the	   student	   broadens	   the	   own	   understanding	   to	  
beyond	   the	   pragma5c	   demands	   favored	   by	  media,	  
in	  which	  the	  illness	  is	  dealt	  with	  predominantly	  as	  a	  
sexual	   disease	   that	   can	   be	   protected	   against	  
through	  the	  use	  of	  preserva5ves.	  	  

•  The	   predominant	   concern	   focus	   from	   preven5ve	  
messages	   emphasizes	   the	   prescrip5on	   of	  
preserva5ves	   rather	   than	   the	   in-‐depth	  
understanding	   of	   the	   disease	   (which	   involves	   the	  
role	  of	  blood,	  also	  in	  the	  sexual	  transmission	  of	  the	  
HIV).	  	  

•  It	   is	  what	  we	   indicate	  as	  par5al	  knowledge	  of	  HIV/
Aids	  in	  opposi5on	  to	  more	  complete	  knowledge.	  	  
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Social	  representa/ons,	  scien/fic	  knowledge	  and	  
aids	  communica/on	  

•  The	  word	  sadness	  refers	  more	  to	  an	  a|tude	  towards	  aids	  
than	   to	   a	   proper	   social	   representa5on,	   as	   its	   aken5on	   is	  
circumscribed	  to	  the	  experienced	  feelings	  associated	  with	  
the	  disease	  object.	  	  

•  Na5vidade	   (2010)	   also	   studied	   the	   rela5onship	   between	  
social	   representa5ons	   and	   the	   level	   of	   scien5fic	  
knowledge	  about	  HIV/Aids.	  	  	  

•  Amongst	   the	  par5cipants	  who	  presented	  higher	   scien5fic	  
knowledge,	   the	   five	   most	   frequent	   central	   elements,	  
ranked	   by	   order,	   were	   the	   following:	   illness,	   sex,	  
preven5on	   and	   preserva5ve,	   transmission.	   The	   order	  
among	  those	  with	  lower	  scien5fic	  knowledge	  was:	   illness,	  
death,	  suffering	  and	  preserva5ve,	  sex.	  
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•  The group with less knowledge brought to light 
elements related to personal responsibility for 
the contagion of aids and the concern with 
death, differently from the group with more 
knowledge.  

•  The idea of death may hide the absence of 
information involving contents from antiretroviral 
therapy until the current tries for the creation of 
a vaccine.  

•  And personal responsibilization might also be 
connected to the lack of knowledge of the 
collective nature of the epidemic, while a topic 
related to the need of public policies.  
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Conclusions	  

•  The	  current	  approach	  of	  the	  diffusion	  of	  
knowledge	  about	  aids	  has	  not	  taken	  into	  
account	   the	   informa5on	   set	   about	   the	  
epidemic	  of	  aids,	   since	   the	  contents	  are	  
men5oned	   in	  an	   isolated	  and	  superficial	  
way.	  	  	  

•  And	  it	  is	  fundamental	  to	  make	  it	  possible	  
that	   the	   person	   receives	   the	   message	  
and	  is	  able	  to	  find	  a	  posi5on	  towards	   it,	  
for	   the	   acquisi5on	   of	   knowledge	   and	  
a|tudes	   favorable	   to	   preven5ve	  
prac5ces.	  	  

•  This	   implies	   promo5ng	   an	   interac5on	  
between	   scien5fic	   representa5ons	   and	  
consensual	   representa5ons	   in	   the	  
framework	   of	   scien5fic	   populariza5on	  
ac5ons.	  
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•  There	   is	   the	   necessity	   to	   create	  
preven5on	   and	   diffusion	   strategies	   that	  
are	  not	  concerned	  solely	  with	  transmi|ng	  
scien5fic	   knowledge,	   but	   rather	   with	  
providing	  a	  rela5onship	  (interac5on)	  with	  
knowledge	   that	   is	   able	   to	   serve	   the	  
interests	   and	   needs	   of	   the	   individual	   to	  
interact	  in	  society.	  	  

•  Moreover,	   it	   is	   recommended	   that	   those	  
strategies	  are	  tackled	   jointly	  with	  themes	  
related	   to	   risk	   society	   and	   science	  
diffusion,	  since	  the	  individual	  is	  immersed	  
in	  the	  scien5fic	  happenings	  that	  surround	  
this	  amplifica5on	  of	   the	  presence	  of	   risk,	  
at	   least	   in	   the	   sphere	   of	   social	  
informa5on.	  	  
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