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Social Representa1ons Theory  
genesis, development  and diffusion



Social Representa1ons Theory

From	Durkhemian	collec4ve	representa4ons,	to	
social	representaPons.	
	
"system	 of	 values,	 ideas	 and	 pracAces	 with	 a	
twofold	 funcAon;	 first,	 to	 establish	 an	 order	
which	 will	 enable	 individuals	 to	 orient	
themselves	in	their	material	and	social	world	and	
to	 master	 it;	 and	 secondly	 to	 enable	
communicaAon	 to	 take	 place	 among	 the	
members	of	a	community	by	providing	them	with	
a	 code	 for	 social	 exchange	 and	 a	 code	 for	
naming	 and	 classifying	 unambiguously	 the	
various	 aspects	 of	 their	 world	 and	 their	
individual	and	group	history”.		



Moscovici’s Opera Prima

In	 his	 study	 Moscovici	 invesPgated	 how	 scienPfic	
theories	 circulate	 within	 common	 sense,	 and	 what	
happens	 to	 these	 theories	 when	 they	 are	 elaborated	
upon	 by	 a	 lay	 public	 and	 become	 part	 of	 everyday	
thinking	and	knowledge.		
	
2	UNIVERSES:		
•  reified	 universe	 of	 science	 (operates	 according	 to	
scienPfic	 rules	 and	 procedures	 and	 gives	 rise	 to	
scienPfic	knowledge),		

•  consensual	universe	of	social	representa4on	(the	lay	
public	 elaborates	 and	 circulates	 forms	 of	 knowledge	
which	 come	 to	 consPtute	 the	 content	 of	 common	
sense).	



METHODS used in the Moscovici’s study of  
SR of Psychoanalysis

The	study:	
1.  in	the	first	part	a	survey	using	a	quesPonnaire	was	conducted	with	200	subjects.		
2.  in	the	second	part	of	the	study	1,600	arPcles	from	210	newspapers	published	between	

1952	and	1956	were	analysed	using	the	method	of	content	analysis	to	describe	special	
types	of	mediaPon	in	the	mass	media.		

The	study	described	how	three	segments	of	French	society	in	the	1950s,	the	urban-liberal,	the	
Catholic,	and	the	communist	milieus,	responded	to	the	idea	of	Psychoanalysis.		



KEY RESULTS about systems of communica1on
CommunicaPon	processes,	the	contents,	and	their	consequences	differed	across	
the	three	social	segments.	Moscovici	idenPfied		3	communicaPons	genres:	
• Propaganda	is	the	typical	communicaPon	of	the	communist	milieu;	
• Propaga4on	was	the	typical	form	of	the	Catholic	segment;		
• Diffusion	was	typical	of	urban-liberal	milieus	



13  Research lines ar1culated around 3 main axes:
1.   Genesis	and	development	of	the	main	Paradigma4c	approaches	to	Social	Representa4ons:		

•  Structural	paradigmaPc	approach,		
•  Socio-dynamic	paradigmaPc	approach,		
•  Dialogical,	conversaPonal	and	narraPve	paradigmaPc	approaches,		
•  Anthropological	and	ethnographic	paradigmaPc	approach,		
•  Modelling	paradigmaPc	approach		

2.	Mapping	the	impact	and	dissemina4on	of	the	social	representa4on	theory	across	different	geo-	
cultural	contexts:		

•  Europe,	the	theory’s	homeland	
•  LaPn	America,	the	most	ferPlised	scenario	
•  North-America	and	other	conPnents	(Oceania,	Asia,	Africa)	

3.	The	aRrac4veness	of	mul4ple	Thema4c	fields	and	cross-thema4c	research	areas:	
•  Science,	EducaPon,	Social	RepresentaPons	and	CommunicaPon;	
•  Social	RepresentaPons	and	Environment;	
•  RepresentaPons,	Economy,	AdverPsing,	MarkePng	and	OrganizaPonal	Contexts	
•  Social	RepresentaPons,	Community	&	Health;	
•  Social	RepresentaPons	&	PoliPcs:	MulPdimensional	idenPPes,	intergroup	relaPons,	social	
movements	and	acPve	minoriPes;	



Aim of one of the 13 Foci

Narra4ve	approach	to	Social	RepresentaPons	Theory:	
•  	its	genesis	and	evoluPon	inside	the	theory,	
•  	throughout	Pme	and		
• geographical	contexts		



Paradigma1c approaches to SRT
The theory of social representa1ons links the diversity of research perspec1ves with 
“the nature of life in society” (Farr, 1993).

5	main	 paradigma4c	 approaches	 to	 Social	 RepresentaPon	 have	 been	 generated	
starPng	from	Moscovici’s	seminal	work	:

•  Structural Approach developed by the Aix-en-Provence School; 
•  Socio-Dynamic Approach of the so called Geneva School;
•  Anthropological and Ethnographic Approach;
•  Narra1ve Approach, Dialogical Approach and closely connected to them Rhetorical 

(Billig, 1996) or Discursive/conversa1onal research tradi1on
• Modelling  Approach (de Rosa, 2013, 2014)



Narra1ve Approach to SRT

NarraPve	approach	to	SRT	appears	with	the	growth	of	
interest	in	exploring	the	narraPve	character	of	social	
knowledge	and	thought.		
	
The	80s	marked	the	start	of	the	"narraPve	turn"	in	
social	sciences	when	the	aWenPon	was	on	the	idea	that	
the	funcPoning	of	the	different	forms	of	knowledge	can	
only	be	understood	through	observing	their	narraPve	
nature.	
	



Narra1ves in Social Psychology

Social	psychologists	see	narra4ve	as	a	construct	
through	which	life	of	people	turns	into	a	
meaningful	whole,		

and		
the	life	of	society	is	formed	by		connec4ng	
individual	narra4ves.		
	



The	research	programme	launched	in	1994	by	Annamaria	Silvana	de	Rosa	(1994,	2002,	2013):	
aimed	at	the	empirical	meta-theorePcal	analysis	of	the	literature	on	Social	RepresentaPons	
has	involved	a	mulP-year	research	team	coordinaPon	aimed	at	collecPon	of	data	and	meta-
data		and	the	development	of	the	web-plajorm	of	the	SoReCom	“A.S.	de	Rosa”	@-library	as	
the	main	digital	infrastructure.	
It	is		not	simply	an	online	repository	for	scienPfic	documentaPon.	
In	fact	it	also	includes	the	main	research	tool	designed	by	de	Rosa	(the	Grid	for	the	Meta-
Theore4cal	Analysis)	connected	to	a	search	engine	for	each	of	any	variable	and	modaliPes.	
This	enables	to	retrieve	informaPon	in	a	very	detailed	way,	exploiPng	the	meta-theorePcal	
analyses	of	the	texts	for	further	scienPfic	purpose	
																																																	See	the	insPtuPonal	website		
																																										hWp://www.europhd.eu	
																																																	that	also	hosts		
																																																																									the		SoReCom	“A.S.	de	Rosa”@-library		

•  	 	 	 		(de	Rosa,	2014,	2015)		


The So.Re.Com “A.S. de Rosa” @-library:

the digital infrastructure connected to the project aimed at 
 taking stock of the whole SRT literature  



 
The So.Re.Com “A.S. de Rosa” @-library 


As	of	February	2017	the	library	has	more	than	10,700	references.	The	online	
databases	consist	of	two	different	integrated	inventories.	
	
1.  The	first	database	contains	a	complete	bibliographical	inventory	of	the	literature	

on	Social	RepresentaPons	and	its	related	paradigm,	including	classical	
bibliographic	informaAon.	Organizes	informaPon	on	authors	and	their	
insPtuPon’s	country,	years	of	publicaPons,	type	of	publicaPon	(arPcle	journal,	
book	chapters,	conference),	language	of	publicaPons,	as	well	as	type	of	paper	
(theorePcal	or	empirical).		

2.  The	second	database	contains	a	meta-analysed	inventory	of	the	literature	of	
Social	RepresentaPons	analysed	according	to	the	Grid	which	is	structured	into	
five	main	areas		(de	Rosa	A.	S.,	1994).	Its	main	purpose	is	to	develop	the	meta-
theoreAcal	analysis.	It	includes	all	informaPon	about	more	than	6000	item	fully	
meta-analysed.	



Research tool: Grid for meta-theore1cal analysis 
The	complete	Grid	is	arPculated	into	5	main	areas	secPons	:		
1.  TheorePcal	reference	to	Social	RepresentaPons	constructs	monitors	whether	a	

publicaPon	refers	to	Social	RepresentaPons	Theory	in	a	very	generic	way	or	addresses	
specific	paradigmaPc	elements	of	the	theory	or	whether	the	contribuPon	refers	to	the	
theory	itself	as	an	object	of	criPcal	analysis	(meta-theory);	

2.  TheorePcal	reference	to	other	constructs	and	theories	idenPfies	whether	the	
publicaPon	refers	to	other	constructs,	concepts	and	theories	related	to	Social	
RepresentaPon	as	well	as	the	type	of	the	reference:	integraPon,	differenPaPon,	
comparison,	replacement;	

3.  ThemaPc	analysis	categorizes	the	contents	of	empirical	contribuPons	by	idenPfying	the	
general	themaPc	areas	(i.e.	health,	environment,	poliPcs	etc.)	and	the	specific	object	of	
each	study	(i.e.	AIDS,	PolluPon,	AcPve	MinoriPes	etc.);	

4.  Methodological	profile	of	each	study	(its	research	design,	its	locaPon,	its	nature,	
instruments	for	data	collecPon,	channels	used	as	source	of	informaPon,	techniques	for	
data	analysis)	and	characterisPcs	of	the	selected	populaPon	(size	of	sample,	variables	
considered,	unit	of	analysis);	

5.  ParadigmaPc	coherence	between	the	theorePcal	assumpPons	and	the	methodological	
research	design	



Variables selected

We	have	taken	into	account:	

	
• meta-data	based	on	bibliographic	items,	from	the	first	database	
relevant	to:	“Resource	type”,	“Year	of	PublicaPon	by	decade”,	“Impact	
Factor	Values”	(Thomson	Reuters)	and	“SJR	indexes”	(Scopus),	
“Author’s	insPtuPonal	affiliaPon	Country”	and	“Author’s	insPtuPonal	
affiliaPon	ConPnent”	and	“Language	of	publicaPon”;	

•  abstracts	and	keywords	of	all	77	publicaPons	on	narraPve	approach;	
•  and	the	data	contained	in	the	second	database	relevant	to	3	secPons	of	
the	Grid	



Variables related to the sec1on 1 of the grid:  
Reference to theore1cal constructs specific of  

Social Representa1on theory 
•  social	representa4ons’	func4ons:	Facilitate	communicaAon,	FamiliarizaAon,	

Guide	of	behaviour	and	inter-group	relaAons,	OrientaAon	and	control	of	social	reality,	
Social	idenAty	related	funcAons;	

•  social	representa4ons’	transmission:	Transmission	via	CommunicaAon	
(System	of	communicaPon,	InteracPve	communicaPon,	Media	CommunicaPon),	
Transmission	via	PracAces,	Transmission	via	Social	idenAficaAon,	Transmission	via	
Knowledge,	Transmission	via	Social	changes;	

•  social	representa4ons’	transforma4on:	TransformaAon	via	CommunicaAon	
(System	of	communicaPon,	InteracPve	communicaPon,	Media	CommunicaPon),	
TransformaAon	via	PracAces,	TransformaAon	via	Social	changes	(Trans-cultural	
variability,	Macro-social	changes,	Micro-social	changes),	TransformaAon	via	Social	
idenAty	(Gender	IdenPty,	Age	IdenPty,	Social	posiPon,	Cultural	IdenPty,	Professional	
IdenPty,	Place	IdenPty,	NaPonal	IdenPty,	Supra-NaPonal	IdenPty),	TransformaAon	via	
Knowledge,	TransformaAon	via	EmoAons,	TransformaAon	via	social	influence	through	
interacAon	(IntegraPon,	CooperaPon/	compePPon,	Conflict,	AntagonisPc	relaPons,	
Majority/	minority	influence);	



Variables related to the sec1on 2 of the grid:  
Theore1cal reference to other constructs and 

theories: 
• constructs	and	concepts:	AcPon,	Archetype,	AssimilaPon,	Aqtude,	AWribuPon,	

Behaviour,	Belief	system,	CategorisaPon,	Change,	Cognemes,	CogniPve	representaPons,	
CogniPve	schemas	and	processes,	CollecPve	representaPons,	Common	sense,	
CommunicaPon,	Consensus,	Context,	Coping,	Cultural	knowledge,	Development,	
EmoPons	and	Feelings,	Habitus,	IdenPty,	Ideology,	Image,	Individual	representaPons,	
Judgement,	Language,	Locus	of	control,	Metaphor,	MoPvaPon,	Myth,	Norm,	Opinion,	
PercepPon,	PracPce,	Prejudice,	ProjecPon,	Prototype,	Self,	SemioPc	triangle,	Social	
memory,	Social	processes,	Stereotype,	Symbol,	Themata,	Value;	

• theories	and	paradigma4c	approaches:	AcPon-Reasoning	Theory,	Agenda	
Seqng	Theory,	Aqtude	Theories,	AWribuPon	Theory,	Behaviourist	Theories,	Common	
Sense	Theory,	Discursive	Psychology,	Dissonance	Theories,	Field	Theory,	FuncPonal	
Theories,	Game	Theories,	Gestalt	Psychology,	MoPvaPon	Theories,	Social	CogniPon	
Theories,	Social	ConstrucPonism,	Social	IdenPty	Theories,	Social	Influence	Theories,	
Conflict	ElaboraPon	Theory,	Minority	Theory,	Social	InteracPon	Theories,	Socio-Cultural	
Theories,	Social	Memory	Theories,	Structural	Theories,	Symbolic	InteracPonism,	
System’s	Theory,	Value	Theories,	Anthropological	Approaches,	Developmental	
Approaches,	Ethnographic	Approach,	Ethogenic	Approach,	Philosophical	Approaches,	
Psychodynamic	Approach,	Sociological	Approach	



Variables related to the sec1on 3 of the grid: 
Thema1c areas and Typology of Social 

Representa1ons  
	

• Culture:	TradiAonal	Culture,	Nomadic	Life,	Intercultural	
Differences,	Ethnic	Differences	Time,	History,	Common	Sense,	
Everyday	Life,	Social	Memory,	Religion;	

• Iden4ty:	NaAonal	and	SupranaAonal	IdenAty,	Self-IdenAty,	
Place	IdenAty,	Social	IdenAty,	Gender	IdenAty,	Professional	
IdenAty,	Cultural	IdenAty,	Minority	IdenAty,	IdenAty	
Processes;	



Data sources 


1.  From	11.868	publicaPons	present	in	the	So.Re.Com	“A.S.	de	Rosa”	
@-Library	10704	were	idenPfied	as	referring	to	“Social	
representaPon	and	communicaPon”	

2.   10.704	texts	were	distributed	to	13	Early	Stage	Researchers	(ESRs)	
for	analysis	using	the	Grid	for	meta-theorePcal	analysis	designed	in	
1994	by	de	Rosa	(last	version	February	2014)	(de	Rosa	A.S.,	2014).	



Data sources selected for the Analysis 

	
For	this	contribuPon	we	have	selected	a	corpus	including	
	77	publicaPons	(arPcles	in	journals,	book	chapters,	conference	
presentaPons,	etc.)	strictly	related	to	the	narra4ve	approach	to	
social	representa4ons.		
The	data	on	which	our	analysis	is	based	was	selected	on	February	
2017.		



Data Analysis Techniques

1.	general	descripAve	review	based	on	exploratory	analysis	of	frequencies	and	cross	
frequencies;	
	
2.	abstracts	and	key	words	of	all	77	publicaPons	have	been	analysed	using	IRAMUTEQ	
(Interface	de	R	pour	les	Analyses	MulAdimensionnelles	de	Textes	et	de	QuesAonnaires)	
sotware:	

•  Classic	Lexicographical	Analysis;		
•  SpecificiPes	and	Correspondence	Factor	Analysis;	
•  Descending	Hierarchical	Analysis	(DHA);	
•  Similarity	Analysis;	
• Word	Cloud;	

3.	descripAve	review	of	data	coming	from	the	Meta-theorePcal	analysis	was	performed	



The Absolute Frequencies of the distribu1on 
of the selected 77 items over decades 
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Absolute frequencies distribu1on of 77 items related to 
 narra1ve paradigma1c approach by “Type of paper by decade”
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Absolute frequencies distribu1on of 77 items related to  
narra1ve paradigma1c approach by “Language"
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Absolute frequencies distribu1on of 77 items related to  
narra1ve paradigma1c approach by the 

 “first Author’s ins1tu1on country and con1nent “
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Absolute frequencies distribu1on of 77 items related to narra1ve 
paradigma1c approach by “Number of authors“
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Distribu(on of items with more than 1 author related to narra(ve 
approach by “Intra and inter-con(nental collabora(ons” 

Intra	and	Inter-con4nental	collabora4ons	 Absolute	Frequencies	 Frequency	%	

Europe	-	Europe	 25	 71%	

La4n	America	–	La4n	America	 3	 9%	

Australia	&	Oceania	–	Australia&	Oceania	 2	 6%	

Australia	&	Oceania	–	Europe	 2	 6%	

North	America	–	Europe	 1	 3%	

North	America	–	North	America	 1	 3%	

Australia	&	Oceania	–	Asia	 1	 3%	

Total	 35	 100%	



Absolute frequencies distribu1on of 77 items related to narra1ve 
paradigma1c approach by “Intra and Inter-na1onal collabora1ons"
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Ini1al analysis & Corpus stability

1.  The	number	of	the	Forms	should	be	less	than	50%	(in	
this	 corpus	 ater	 the	 lemmaPzaPon	 it	 is	 47.92%),	
while	 the	 number	 of	 the	 occurrences	 less	 than	 20%	
(in	our	corpus	ater	the	lemmaPzaPon	it	is	7.96%),	as	
illustrated	in	the	Zipf	Diagram	

2.  Ater	 Classic	 lexicographical	 analysis	 idenPfied	
word	 frequencies,	 medium	 frequency,	 hapax,	
acPve	and	supplementary	forms.	



Clusters. Ini(al Dendrogram 




Clusters' distribu1on  & Illustra1ve variables



Similarity analysis (word "iden1ty”)

“group	history	is	narraAvely	
constructed	giving	the	folk-	
history	narraAves	the	funcAon	to	
create	and	reflect	social	idenAAes	
of	people	belonging	to	a	given	
naAon”	

Laszlo,	Liu	



The % frequencies distribu(on of 77 items related to 
narra(ve paradigma(c approach by reference to the 

construct “Iden(ty” and “Social Iden(ty Theory” 



Narra1ves in SRT

In	 SRT,	 Janos	 Lasz lo	 sees		
narraPve	as	a	tool	of	forging	basic	
h uman	 f a c u l P e s	 s u c h	 a s	
experiences	 of	 Pme,	 space	 and	
intenPonality	(László,	2008).		
	
For	 him	 social	 representaPons	
methodology	 and	 narraPve	
concepts	are	closely	related	and	it	
is	 beneficial	 to	 connect	 them	 in	
one	approach.	



Narra(ve approach, Iden(ty  
and Social Memory 

historical	 representaAons	 develop	 in	
relaAon	 to	 the	 idenAty	 needs	 of	
groups,	 consequently,	 content	 and	
forms	of	historical	 representaAons	are	
indicaAve	of	group	idenAty.		

László,	2008	
	



Word forms correlated with decades 



Word forms correlated with Type of Publica(on

  



Word Cloud



SRs and Maurice Halbwachs 

COLLECTIVE	
MEMORY	

SOCIAL	
REPRESENTATIONS	

COLLECTIVE 
REPRESENTATIONS



The % frequencies distribu(on of 77 items related to narra(ve 
paradigma(c approach by construct “Social Memory”, by “Social 
Memory Theories”, by thema(c field “Cultures” 

Social	Memory	
(construct) 

Absolute	
Frequency 

% 

Absent 39 50,65% 

Integra4on 35 45,45% 

Yes,	but	
unspecified 

2 2,60% 

Comparison 1 1,30% 

Grand	Total 77 100,00% 

Social	Memory	
Theories 

Absolute	
Frequency 

% 

Absent 62 80,52% 

Integra4on 11 14,29% 

Yes,	but	
unspecified 

4 5,19% 

Grand	Total 77 100,00% 

Culture	as	
thema4c	field 

Absolute	
Frequency 

% 

Absent 61 79,22% 

Social	memory 13 16,88% 

Time 2 2,60% 

Tradi4onal	
culture 

1 1,30% 

Grand	Total 77 100,00
% 



CONCLUSIONS

•  ConstrucPon	of	narraPves	is,		
•  on	one	hand,	the	mechanism	of	iden4fica4on	and	self-reflec4on,	and,		
•  on	the	other	hand,	ac4ng	as	a	fundamental	component	of	social	interac4on,	which	
connects	the	person	with	the	culture	as	well	as	with	other	people,	 it	has	found	its	
audience	on	the	scienPfic	scene	of	social	representaPons.		

•  Current	meta-theorePcal	 study	here	presented	has	provided	empirical	evidence	of	 the	
development	over	the	decades	and	the	dissemina4on	across	con4nents	and	countries	
of	the	literature	focused	on	the	narra4ve	approach	in	Social	Representa4ons	research.		

•  Looking	 at	 the	 growing	 interested	 by	 decade	 in	 using	 the	 narraPve	 as	 a	 lens	 through	
which	to	study	social	representaPons,	we	might	suggest	that	the	usage	of	the	approach	
will	conPnue	to	increase.	The	growing	propor4on	of	empirical	studies	and	the	change	in	
the	thema4c	field	where	 issues	such	as	war,	conflict	and	na4onal	 iden4ty	that	are	so	
important	 for	 the	 contemporary	 world	 are	 studied	 might	 help	 the	 approach	 become	
even	more	popular	among	the	researchers.	



CONCLUSIONS


