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A place that became famous: Rosia Montana

Rosia Montana



Press coverage of the “Rosia Montana case” in 2 
national newspapers for the last 10 years   
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??? 

• Critical attitude of the researcher in relation with 
the object of study: “What for me is a 
phenomenon worth to be studied, is it indeed 
like that? ”

• What is Rosia Montana? → What represents 
Rosia Montana?

• ¿Rosia Montana – object of representation?



This study aims …

• To identify the meanings attributed by students 
to Rosia Montana, meanings that could outline 
the social representation of Rosia Montana of 
young and educated people from Romania.

• To compare between the identified 
representations of students coming from two 
geographical areas: Bucharest (≈500 km far 
from Rosia Montana) and Alba Iulia (≈ 70 km far 
from Rosia Montana)



Population of the study and procedure of data 
collection

• Data collection procedure: 
 free associations to the stimulus 

word “Rosia Montana”

• Time of data collection: January / 
February 2009

• « Would you please 
write down 5 words or 
expressions that first 
come to your mind 
when you hear “Rosia 
Montana” »

CityCity Total

Bucharest Alba Iulia

♂ 71 85 156

♀ 87 73 160

Total 158 158 316



Methods of data analysis

• Quantitative analysis of the diversity and rarity of the  
terms associated 

• Prototypical analysis  - Vergès’ method (Evoc 2003)

• Lexical analysis: typical lexicon detection (Spad-T, step 
Vospec)

• Correspondence analysis (Spad-T, step Corbit)



Quantitative description of the words associated to 
the stimulus “Rosia Montana”

Groups Total words 
associated

(N)

Mean number 
of 

associatio
ns made 
by one 
student

Unique words 
(types) 

associated
(T)

Diversity 
index *

(T/N)

Hapax

(H)

Rarity 
index*

(H/T)

Bucureşti 723 4.5 139 0.19 57 0.41

Alba Iulia 752 4.7 109 0.14 42 0.38

Total 1475 4.6 175 0.11 68 0.38

 *Minimization of the diversity combined with the maximization of the rarity permits the 
diagnosis of a structured social representation (Flament & Rouquette: 2003)

Results show that there is a shared knowledge – or at least a stereotypy – in students’ 
answers related to the topic “Rosia Montana”;

Confirmation of the fact that the long press coverage of the “Rosia Montana case” was 
about to generate representations to the young people from Romania



Prototypical analysis comparative results 



Typical lexicon of Bucarest and Alba Iulia subjects



Typical lexicon of male and female subjects





Conclusions 

• The polemics around the “Rosia Montana issue” generated indeed a 
representational process even for subjects not directly involved in the 
conflict 

• Although not strictly opposed, there are important differences 
regarding the contents of SR, according to the geographical area of 
inhabitance of their owners.  

• Contrasting significations: Common sense tolerates contradiction → 
Hypothesis of paradoxical social representations  (Moscovici:1996)

• The SR of Rosia Montana is twofold: 
  representation of a place   +   representation of a case 
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