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The source of the conflict:
“Rosia Montana Gold Corporation Project”

Launched in 1997 by a Canadian mining company
Main provisions of the RMGC Project:

- Gold and silver open pit mine on a large scale (if build, the mine will
be the largest from Europe), that will completely affect the
environment and inhabitants of the Rosia Montana site

- Ore processing plant, using conventional techniques for precious
metals extraction (r::*,r':amide‘iI

Strong opposition to the Project from a variety of actors (NGOs, public
institutions, religious institutions), extending from local to the global
scale, gathered round the slogan “Save Rosia Montana”

Highly polarized debate around the RM Project; each of the conflicting
parts have engaged in major publicly campaigns for gathering
popular support for their cause and, implicitly, for influencing political
decision

The dispute reveals a novel environmental conflict in Romania, a
country where environmental concern has no tradition












Social representations and communication

Moscovici (1998: 402,403):

“When people talk about La Psychanalyse they focus on

representation, but they usually overlook the second part of
the book which deals with communication and language”.

The context of communication makes a social representation
be “not a quiet thing consisting of an object and a science and
transformation of that object. Usually there is a kind of
ideological battle, a battle of ideas. (...) | think that was is very

much lacking in social psychology is concern with the strife of
ideas”.

Farr (1995: 8): Qualifies Moscovici’'s approach as a “retro-revolution”

“Representations are in the media as well as in people’s minds:

they form part of the culture as well as cognition and they need
to be sampled and analyzed in both contexts”






Why photographs on internet?

Internet — new media: a place of debate

Moscovici (1983): “The iconic revolution® “Images communicate
more things, more rapidly and to the largest number of people ...
[allowing] people to inhabit the Tower of Babel” (p.569)

Barthes (1985): Photographs have the power of naturalization, due
to the relationship of the signifieds to the signifiers based on
analogy (recording). The denoted message in the photograph
seems to obliterate any connotation of the image. In fact, the
constructed meaning is masked under the appearance of a given
meaning. This process of naturalization reinforces the myth of
photographic “naturalness® and objectivity and confers to
mechanical obtained pictures an immediate emotional impact.

de Rosa & Farr (2001): images possess the power of
hypostatization, of transforming concept into substance, and that
makes them particularly adapted to the representation of social
stereotypes

Chinese proverb: “A picture is worth a thousand words!”
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Salience of themes in the photo-dossiers

Environm. 41%

Township 36%

Environm. 26%

1
AGAINST (67="100%)

2
FOR (74=100%)
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@ Mining
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The environment

AGAINST

Wonderful place to live in

FOR
The place is a mess

Beautiful mountain landscapes (rocky
peaks, forest slopes, flower meadows ,
trees, ponds, sunsets over the
mountains, animals on the meadow,
clear blue sky)

Water is clear and clean

Green nature = true gold

Human influence on nature:
Traditional agriculture is benefic

Pre-industrial mining tracks (old mine
entries, old bare mountain peaks with
vegetation) increase the area’s
spectacular feature

Few industrial mining tracks suggestive

for the hope in environmental recovery
of the area

The environment: extremely damaged
due to mining activity

The existing open pit dominates the
landscape

Water in the river is red and dirty,
polluting thus further the river it flows in

Grey nature

Humans don't care about the
environment (domestic waste on the
riverbanks, not recycled scraps)




The environment in the AGAINST dossier




The environment in the AGAINST dossier







The environment in the FOR dossier




The environment in the FOR dossier




The township

AGAINST
Cultural heritage

FOR
Desolate place

Panoramic shots: typical architecture of
the villages in the Western Carpathians
(houses spread out on the mountain
slopes)

Old houses, churches and buildings,
graveyards — cultural heritage

“RMGC property” houses: the company
has the main guilt for the degradation of
the town, forcing people to sell and to
leave

Hope: new houses are built

Contrast OLD / PRESENT Rosia
Montana

Ancient town prosperity (new built big
houses, large workplace buildings)

Today: redundant images depicting
houses in advanced deterioration state;
courtyards of still resided houses are
uncared for

Poor and neglected local infrastructure




The township in the AGAINST dossier




The township in the FOR dossier




The people

AGAINST FOR

People live in harmony with nature | Where are the people?

Hardworking peasants practicing Contrast OLD / PRESENT

agriculture with traditional methods, as | 0ld Rosia Montana animated by the
did their ancestors two thousands years | huyman presence; double socio-

ago (positive connotation: organic
agriculture);

Peasants healthy and content with their
lives, decided not to move out the place;

Old people’s drama if forced to relocate;

Serenity of children raised in the clean
and sound natural environment;

The company does not care about the
people;

Hope: “the light of the end of the
tunnel” (Good-bye mining!)

professional role: miners and peasants

Today:
Poverty;

Lack of perspective for children and
adults (unemployed) still living in the
area




People in the AGAINST dossier




People in the AGAINST dossier
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People in the AGAINST dossier




People in the AGAINST dossier
“The light at the end of the tunnel”




People in the FOR dossier




People in the FOR dossier




AGAINST
Cultural heritage

FOR
Dependence on mining

Mining in the pre-industrial past

Roman and Medieval mine galleries:
historical artifacts of inestimable
archaeological value;

Picturesque landscape with old mine
tracks (wooden rails, old mine entries)

God punishes the greedy (the gold
seekers)

Contrast OLD / PRESENT

Today: Communist legacy: declined
state of mining industry (equipments
and infrastructure are busted, iron rails
rusted, industrial establishments
abandoned)

In the past, mining brought wealth

NOT the communist past of intense
mining is positively connoted BUT the
mining In the interwar period —

SR Is anchored in “The golden age”
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Mining in the AGAINST dossier




Mining in the FOR dossier
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