


COMMUNICATIVE CONSTRUCTION OF THE SARDINIAN
IDENTITY:
Brief insight by using Lexical Analysis of Texts collected
from Sardinian Print Media




According to Tajfel no social group consists of individuals /J’JO will all react in the same way to conditions in which
they live; and non social group is arn island in the sarme sense in wnicn no man is an island (The Social Psycnology of

IorEs, 9758 Shards of Theoretical Background

Marlkova argued that: “The sense of the past is, both for individuzls and ror comrmunities, a fundamental precondition
In thelr sense of identity, The past concerns something real and tangible, Building on the past, re- C\/FJJnJ el
preserving < omecmru one ,JJF:‘chI\/ KNOWS [ r)roerL; 2 sense of securJr\/ To destroy the individual’s past involves
altering nis/ner perception of, or nope for, the future,” (1997:

M.Billig (1991) argues that thernes such as 'us’, ‘our homelancl’, ‘our nztions” ‘thelr nat]omJ ‘nonour’, ‘morality’,
rmrJorJfJJ duty” are th clely rJJrrL d a5 cormrmon sense (Banal ) ationalisrr, 1995:4), Ir) rJArJrJJrJJ 2 horneland
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Anderson thus addrassad the CJIJrJJJrJeD which must be an essential feature to 2ach nomeland: “the special quality,
which maris the nomeland as ours’ continues without cJJJlJJrJorJ right up to the borders: and there Ey 0ps, to be
separated from the different foreign essence wnicn is rmarking out the temtor\/ orl the otner side” (1983:26),

Anderson defined g physical entity such 25 2 land to 2 shared identity by pointing out that 2 homeland or nation Is
irnzgined as a cormnmunity because despite the cultural and/or economic differences of its mernbers “is always
concelved as g deep, horizontal cormradeship.” (1991 7). What is now a concept or imagined identity still needs to be
lirnited with finite althougn elastic porders,

According to Hutchinsorn (7005) Newspapers, e-journals and magazines togetner with comrmercial capitalism are two
Irnportant factors in rirroring the policies of identification and reprasentations with nation states or territories or
nistoric groups within the nation states. Baci in 1991 Anderson wrote boor and neyspapers’ publishers were among
the first capitalists and being rmostly concernad on rmaking profits they were likely to encourage publisning in tne
widesprezd vernziculars languages (1991:38),

On the other nand scrolars sucn 25 E Billig ¢ JAJJA\/A in the role of active glites in the context of argurnentation and for
this reason the need for logic or ™ art of \/\/Jccmrr " 15 s2en by Billig as desply interminglec d not QrJI\/ with tne forrn of
language but also with Its contents (1987:133), In addition the contents of commor-sense thinking are not “a unitary
store of follt wisdorn, but instead it rmay r)ro\/rld us with our dilernrmas for delineration and our controversies for
argurnent.”(1987: zzz)

This small presentation reports on some previous results of ar rmrJJ\/JJ: conducted on 2 5 arnple of 717 newspapers
articles focusing on 4 different narratives of Sardinizr JFJHJ'JI‘JF\/ whicn were collectaed petween 2003 and 2007 in Britair)
ancl in Ttaly. Tne newspapers involvad in rny “ELJFJ\/ were the three major Sardinian newspapers: Tre "L'Unione
Sarda”, "La Nuova Sardegna” and "I Sardegna” (printad frorn 2004 on),



DATA COLLECTION & TREATMENT
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sections of the thesis work to = plorec rie cornrmunicative construct inian ident its
ocial Pepresentations. Today T yill OJ’JJ/ focus on @ descr]
of Sardinian identity in the tnree main regio JrJJ r)rJr rned]
oriz single r awspaper "L'Unione Jf]frJf] It comes ) 215 110
it will give us o J/ | snortsignted view on t] Je /, t ,Jmoun
Tne wnole corpus is macde of /l/ irticles collectad py zll
petyween 2003 zrd /OO/ By using ¢ Joolear ) z@ipproach |
various aspects of Sardinian Ic er tity bui that and as
corpus) Is concerried articles /vrw are
o Efr J] ar rJ JJELJraJ ]
L]

o Au

2 of tnis r)réJJrr
5

ct
C

(1 W2

RN

"

©
'

Q

)

QC

m
;
-
Ty
n
T
=

o)
D
€h)
O) (-

Q
=
O

Y

O \_n. (=1
=

rerJ ) clzily 1 newspaoers
oLt 4 m, Cronarrel J\/ea reJ

ione Sardz) (5 5% of the who

5 follows:

J/J of UnioneSardaCorpus)

a)

t{‘l _1
!
'_t'\l

o)
<
(
Q)

— _ (1
Q5
2
—
=

-
=

—y —
S

[

—

(D
= Qo
Q (
7?
D)
23
§hl
l
p_n
=
O
1 (D v

[ |—
a)
l— Q!

Q)
—
SR
Q)
Il
\
5
Q)
_1
Z
ﬂ.‘
H
d
L

| _
I c
entity(Unione Sarda=47 articles=11.30%);

C
Q)
=)
O
'T’j
)
a)
(@]
<
(0
:

Al o

C
=
ﬂ)
'\
‘ﬁ
:

“
'_1
D
U
T~
C
)
5
-
D o
@))
)
—
[
Q)

[l
(GN)
~N

[l
Q2

~
&
- O

(-}
NS

—

IeJ

ﬁ
- (D
=
D

ien Twill s ow are grournc

De ar fJJ\/ ed 2t 21 later stag

f] J r /\/mo er‘\/‘—‘]J

5 ID-subject i eay
) orrJ~r reduc

tnzir on fonce oRislis
e 4 wep forums, Fi Jrc

0 LOD/) suggeasts to cJJ\/J,J
ire Twill 2 le Hys

b
(@]
—- /i1
a)
o)
(@)
(1
o

ar/ stage Is concarrac Jy or text
r ner witn tne
12 softwe reI
r rr)om For
lengnt of

Qo

SR -

ey
)
(O

5

—

(D

o)

1 &>
-

)

ﬂ.‘
_\_

@ C

q
=
-
-
Q
R
(!
Q
=
©
=

(- (- Q)

For the mornent [ decided to | 2003 apart diven the fact only two or rn
Issued In 2003, The third one, "1 cheng;”, wals firs Jssued Or) Fepru
JHJJ’JQ r rJJy alysed were 637, Once the corpus was rea‘terJ and the varia
eJ mgnrr year of publication; newspaper), we set out to run the first
JS Grammafical F 1gJgjing.

ﬂ)
:_
- =
U7 (D
Q
(-
(L
=
<
U
©
Q)
©
(D (D
g
()

N



TalLTaC2.5

alTacC” W'rJ r s tr f2 2cronyrm or |e dezl and Textuzl ALJF tic Procassin

nd Fon em 5", Tal Tz W | ] i J\/JJJ of 2 series of
OUS), z c ot Jescr]bmg id Ir rr)re and/or some of
er” L s Known 3 s proach“ HO\/\/J ng for
5 ' )] Lir

(U]

We criose T
for Corpus =
N/b (coro
JE criarace
tne direct s
terviews, gr:ss |

(@]

L_LI—/

in

lincges orn t
JJ\/\/J X0, FJdFJJ’JE GRS
ar rr J~\/j (

(U

e

[
()
e - i

D= S

(v

D

)

(U

(@)

Q

(—1- —n (D

(—-
=
\
Q)
—
qR
<
<
a)

(1

‘—1
(D
)
(—1
M
[

< Q)
(—1

(v

U1

(—1

-

qR

Y )

D

U1

-

(—1

C

1
Taltac arm pJo\/S s)
1 otner and c

As far a5 rmy resedrcr rice
and statistical tools quite Irr I)orrrr it not OJ’JJ\{
inforrnz J ron language Use o

OpportUnity to better contestuz JJJ a the Use «
rhietorics of ident]

1 O
(D
\

N
17—
—

Q)

) (—1
/
—
—i- (D
N oS
)
)
N - —

e
qR
=
()
(—
—
qR

(

\
a)
-
=-
-0
—
D
5
-
=
O x0B

a)
v
(



Describing/Interpreting

At this stage of my wori my data underwent only a first stage of interpretation
focusing on grarnmar and occurrences, [ need to 52t up 2 second Jzvel of
interpretation J\/ snzping semantic universes and oy reflecting on semantic gmrl
pragrnztics, As Fairclougn points out (1989-2001: 117 ) ononology, grarmrmzar &
vocap are the surface of utterance whilst sermantics & pragmatics are the

ez mru of utterarice,

So wnat Larm trying to do by using TalTac in the first step is desc
interoretation: recognizing and sorting out words, phrases and ser
lzvel provides us witn an insignt on textual & lesical richiness

Thne second level of Interpratation consists In 21ssigning mngmrJ to those parts
of the texts, itner thaey pe JmJP words, chunys or entire paragrapns. In this
case s the analyst that must maire sense of the utterances by contextualising
therr, As ye se2 In the first page some Images are used In different contests
frorm those in wnicn they originzte

] 4

Ipth )
tences, Tnis

Thus even though a software nzlps us to de-construct and re-construct sermantic
fields by compining word-rmeaning and grammatical JrJrorrrHrJor 1 and “worl out
irnplicit meanings to arrive at meanings for whnole propositions™ (Fairclougr
2001:120) it Is clear tnat the Importance of the analyst and the knowladge of its
corpus is pararmourit,
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Few words on the data found

,.-

A prelirmin FJJ’\/ inzlysis of the data found in Sardinian media reflects the growing
awareness of and interast in the rJJrrerem C issue of Sardinian conternporary
society, In terms not only of its cnanging in terms of occurranceas in Sardinian
orint media (l2t’s mention for gmmgb trie Jrowmg irmportance of @ recent
narrative wnicn descrines nawly landed irmrmigrants in @ region wnere migration
tooy its toll gver the decades), out also in terms of rmicro-regional differences
re

_‘_

1C >
(the newspzpars orinted in e cer ntral arezs cope more with issues related to
Sardinian identity as ouilt on etnnicity/culture ratner than on demograpnic
cnange or riew cultural and so EJ nallenges wnicn followed a relatively massive

irnrnigration frorn tne second sernester of 2006 o,



Variable:
L'Uniones TraaTagger

arda

Richness index as far as That means many occurrences and
years 2004-2007 are few words that occur more than once
concerned is higly

significative.



Crossing TreeTagger with Rep90

By crossing our internal vocao with the external source (Fep 90, narme
SO i a

t
“LaPepupplica” issues frorn 1990 to /OOJ ) tne software gives us @ measure of tne richiness or
Danzlit y of our texts when compared to it The higner tne differential with Pep90 FG, the petter as
far as the originality of the corpus Is concerned,
Differential - Word Occurrences Rep90 is TalTac’s external source which
analyses what is called: peculiarities, whilst
the specific characteristics of the corpus I
nave created must be analysed separately
300,3770836  sarde 548 - IR TR
iﬁ_jf_;s/“’“ rda e with @ proceed that analyses all the
235/7¢ e SN ' '
frequencies and what are the "positive
56.,20921112 Mediterrane 1745 , e | |
7j,)/{)) ***** Vediterraneo - 174 recurrences”. From then on the research
L7497 3 | - , | |
pecomes quite personal as the researcher will
"_l“"':)_zl':)"-p ‘S ;-S E __C_ 'r"-"f'llrr-*f"'-"'J A r'r-*r‘r-*l IJ"N#-#
fi’ff/ 9218 sola/Tsola L797 create the semantic universes by himself.
2004
TalTac also gives the possibility to transfer c
1795569236 territorio 256 lalTac also gives {J, r)JJjJJJJJJ/ to grrervr or
35944 insert data frormn other softwares such as
) Spss/Lexico3/Spad_T
sardo 1.157
7,498536974
22481
Regione 987
27,07662877
38715
7,514360865 Statuto 998



MACRONARRATIVES

Ethnicity/Culture

58,71%

Autonomy
21,48%

Language
11,16%

New Immigrants
3,695%

N°of Articles Found Over 5 years

n°= 421

n°= 154

n°= 80

ne°=o62



Macro

2003

2004
2005

2006

2007

Ethnicity/Culture

20 (66.7%)

34 (72,34)
102 (51,51)

194 (67, 83)

71 (45,51)

Autonomy
%

3 (10%)
7 (14,90)
56 (28,29)

57 (19,93)

31 (19,87)

Language

6 (20%)
6 (12,76)
37 (18,69)

22 (7,69)

9 (5,77)

New Immigrants

1(3,3%)

01(0)



Further research was conducted by creating 4 forums of discussion
one for each of the narratives found on the Print Media.
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