11th International LAB Meeting - Spring Session 2008

European Ph.D. on
Social Representations and Communication
At the Multimedia LAB & Research Center, Rome-Italy

Social Representations in Action and Construction
in Media and Society

"Identity and Social Representations:
Cultural and Mythical Dimensions”

From 26th April - 4th May 2008
http://www.europhd.eu/html/ _onda02/07/13.00.00.00.shtml

Scientific Material

www.europhd.psi.uniromat.it
www.europhd.net
www.europhd.it




Annamaria Silvana de Rosa', Marialibera d’Ambrosio®, Elena Bocci®

EuroSkyCompass : Nation, Europe, world, social
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Abstract: The cross-national research program EuroSkyCompass was initiated in 2002 and
involves a group of 23 participants engaged in collecting data in 10 countries, both members and
non-members of the European Union. On the theoretical level, the study finds its inspiration in the
Social Representations Theory (Moscovici, 1961, 1976, 2000) and other psychosocial constructs
such as Social Identity (Tajfel, 1978) and Social Memory. In continuity with a previous research
program conducted between 1993 and 1996 in 10 European Union countries (de Rosa, 1996), the
EuroSkyCompass project departs from two assumptions: a) identity as a multi-dimensional
construct ; b) the relativity and conventional character of geographical parameters. Its goal is to
analyze how identity, understood as a multi-dimensional construct (de Rosa, Mormino, 2000) and
variably anchored sometimes to the sense of belonging to the Nation and sometimes to the
supra-national dimension of the European Union, is expressed via social representations of
geo-political entities (nation, Europe, world) formulated as a system of interrelated representations
in relation to the geographical and geo-political parameters of North-South-East-West. To collect the
data, a questionnaire was created ad hoc that integrates structural tools (closed questions and behavior
scales) and tools of a projective nature (text and graphic) such as the EuropeanSkyCompass, the
silent map of Europe and associative networks (de Rosa, 1995, 2002). Consistent with a multi-
-method and multi-step approach, the data analysis provides for the use of various techniques to
provide cross-analysis for results obtained. At this opportunity, we will present, in particular,
results concerning the associative networks both in terms attitudinal measures, such as the
Polarity Index, and the content and structure of the social representation, analyzed using the
Analysis of Lexical Correspondences (ACL). These results will be accompanied by those obtained
from the Factorial Analysis (ACP) conducted on the data collected with a behavior scale in respect
to various European states.

Foreword : changes in Europe from the second to the third
millennium

“For us, the XX™ century Europeans, the old world order existing over the last century,
rested on the rivalry between the two powers, USA and the Soviet Union. Their
continuous struggle deployed around the challenge between two different political and
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ideological systems, democracy and totalitarian communism. After the so-called fall of the
wall, thus such a division, there is probably a new order on the way. But it seems that the
attack on the World Trade Center, on September the 11%, 2001, has introduced something
new, that in turn shuffled the cards. But what does exactly this something new consist of ? ”
(Todorov, 2002)

In the following pages, Todorov gives an answer to this question ; it is the end of the old
national world order and the beginning of a new one in which the role of individual
actions is the main element. These individual actions are able to intervene into the world
equilibria in different ways, for example from an economic point of view, as for the
multinationals systems and globalisation or from the warfare point of view through
terroristic strategies also thanks to the support of the new technologies.

Is this an idea individually put forward by an intellectual or rather is it witnessing,
though in a more articulated and organic fashion, scattered ideas circulating today in the
common sense ?

The last decade of a century which is defined as the short century by Hobsbawn
(1995) and as the tragic century by Todorov, saw a definite will to completely change
such a violent and rude world into a magnificent cooperation and aggregation dynamics
engine (with exponentially growing power cycles). It is mainly in the “Old Europe” that
such dynamics are opposed to the ancestral divisions and fights between states and
regions.

The institutional actions, which are growing accordingly, and their increasing
importance for “new Europe” history ushering in the third millennium are briefly
sketched in table 1.

What is to understand is what brought about this kind of evolution in terms of
belonging, identification and national feeling for the citizens of this Europe which seems
to be continuously trying to fill a gap with a social reality that does not match the idea
of an “Old Continent.”

Changes are actually happening day by day, and the decision makers involved are
not the only ones to play a major role: on the contrary, they receive the inputs from
everyday life changes and value systems of society that, with different targets and
through different groupings (more or less integrated, majorities and minorities, nomic
or anomic) are expressed in different ways.

Understanding such a dynamics means understanding the representation for some
key objects, in this changing system, that different social groups, in different countries,
compare and negotiate with each other within institutional or non institutional frameworks,
relying on different knowledge and cultures, and moving from different definitions of
themselves and their reality, towards different aims.

In his book Mito e Pensiero presso i Greci, Jean Pierre Vernant (1997), quotes
Pausania. The king of Sparta, describing the six couples of gods sculpted by Fidia
around the monumental Zeus statues in Olympia, includes the couple Hermes-Hestia :
Hermes, the messenger, implicitly represents the passage, the change and Hestia
represents the fireplace, therefore the stability and the permanence.

Such a duality, constant along the centuries, is probably a common trace for the
way space is thought in private and public culture in the Greek-Mycenaean societies
first and the European ones later. This duality seems to persist also in the light of the
aforementioned events and it is expressed through the many oxymora found in the
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results of the research we are going to illustrate in the following pages. We will see a
quest for multiculturality together with the sake for traditions, a search for unity
and at the same time a need to be singled out inside the European framework, the
pride for the people’s history together with the myth of progress, and the trans-
formations of the concept of nation and culture, seen as the bundle of actions that
mankind takes on nature.

Table 1. Milestones in EU political and economic institutional integration

1950

May 9", Robert Schuman, the French foreign affairs minister puts forwards a new
idea for enduring peace with Germany. As coal and steel had been the main
reasins for fights between the two countries he proposes to find a way to share
these resources.

1951

The European Community for Coal and Steel is founded (CECA). Six countries
join it: France, West Germany, Italy, Belgium, Netherlands, Luxembourg.

1957

CECA member states sign the Rome Treaty : the European Economic Community
and the European Community for Atomic Energy (EURATOM) were born. The
principle is that economic integration might underpin European union.

1973

The United Kingdoom, Denmark and Ireland join the EEC.

1979

An European Parliament general election is held for the first time. Citizens of the
member countries are called to send their delegates to a supranational institution.

1981

Greece joins the EEC.

1986

Spain and Portugal join the EEC.

The Euroepean economic integration is pushed due to the signature of the
European Single Act that drafts the European space as a united, free market.

1989

November 9", the Berlin wall falls. The EEC launches the PHARE programme
aiming at helping the Central and Eastern European countries in several domains.

1992

The Rome Treaty is specified and better defined through the signature of the
Maastricht Treaty. The EEC becomes the European Union (EU). Other
institutions are founded, namely the European Monetary Union and the Foreign
Policy for Common Security (PESC), and a common justice system pillars are
drafted. Old and new policies get along into the new EU framework.

1993

“The Copenhagen criteria” are defined in order to integrate the former Soviet
countries in the EU. These criteria consist of a number of political and economic
freedom conditions to be fulfilled to join the common European market.

1995

Austria, Finland and Sweden join the EU, now composed of 15 member countries.

1997

The Luxembourg European Council launches the enlargement programme for six
incoming countries, namely Cyprus, Estonia, Hungary, Poland, Slovenia, the
Czech Republic, the “Luxembourg group” countries.
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The common currency project is achieved. A timetable for the change over is
defined for the 12 member countries.

1999 The Helsinki European council opens negotiations with other six incoming
countries, namely Bulgaria, Latvia, Lithuania, Malta, Romania, Slovakia, the
“Helsinki group.” It is decided that Turkey can also be considered a candidate for
full membership.

The European council estimates that all the Balkan newly formed countries can be
considered potential candidates for membership.

2000 |The Nice European council modifies the Treaty to allow the entrants to have a
share in Parliamentary seats and council procedures, commission composition
criteria.

January 1%, the Euro is the only currency in 12 European countries.

2002 | A Convention on future Europe is appointed. It has the objective to put forward a
draft of-the European constitution.

2004 | The enlargement is finally achieved. The EU now counts 25 member countries.

Theoretical framework for EuroSkyCompass research program

We are going to discuss below some preliminary findings from the first step of
EuroSKYCompass cross-national research program. The program has been fully launched
in 2002, after a pilot study confined to Hungary. Ten European* countries, EU and non
EU members, are involved, totalling a survey population of nearly 2 000 subjects.

The theoretic background refers to the Social Representation Theory (SRT — Moscovici,
1961, 1976, 2000). Attention has also been devoted to other psycho-social constructs,
such as Social Identity and Social Memory.

On the basis of the extensive research program carried out from 1993 to 1996 in ten
EU countries before the enlargement (de Rosa, 1996; de Rosa, Mormino, 2000),
EuroSkyCompass projects stems from two main assumptions.

a) Geographycal parameters’ relativity and conventionality - this issue has been
vigorously argued by the German cartographer Arno Peters (1974). In several essays he
proved that current maps are drafted with a cartographic colonialism perspective. In our
maps, the North points out its economic primacy also by altering spatial proportions,
emphasizing Europe and North America, while reducing Southern Africa, Latin America
and Australia. We are not getting into the argument between Peters and the traditional
cartographers, but his criticism bears a significant heuristic dimension for our program

4. We wish to thank the Erasmus students involved in the data collection during their stages
abroad for their enthusiastic help and support : S. Monetta (Austria), E. Panzironi (Finland),
I. Botti and M. Chessari (France), S. Vannia (Germany), I. Bordini (England), E. Poli and
V. Rossi (Italy), N. Bova Fiocco, G. and V. Rossi (Portugal), C. Cavarra, S. Raffaele,
M. Urgeghe (Spain), K. Kiss (Ungaria) and our colleague Dorra Ben Alaya (Univesity of
Tunisy, Tunisia).
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framework, also in the light of the SRT. Actually, according to the knowledge social
construction approach, the geographic visualisation tools not only match, but even
induct different SR in the North-South-East and West of the world.

This issue seems to be also shared by Duveen (2000). He gives an example in which
being un/able to exactly locate on a borderless map two cities, traditionally thought of
as “Eastern”, such as Budapest or Prague, with respect to a traditionally “Western” city,
such as Vienna, finally considers that: “This small example illustrates something of the
phenomena of social representations. Our image of the geography of Europe has been
reconstructed in terms of the political division of the Cold War, in which the ideological
definitions of East and West have come to be substituted for the geographical ones. We
can also observe in this example how patterns of communication in the post-war years
have influenced this process and stabilized a particular image of Europe (...). Whenever
knowledge is expressed it is for some purpose ; it is never disinterested. When Prague
is located to the east of Vienna a certain sense of the world and a particular set of human
interests is being projected.”

Leonardo da Vinci’s ancient though extremely updated intuition that in 1346 allowed
him to draft the first map of Europe, is a prophetical definition of the meaning and the
conceptual span of figurative language and verbal language : “The more accurate you
will be in your descriptions, the more you will mix up the reader’s mind and take him
away from cognition of the object you described. What is needed is to figure and
describe.” (Leonardo, RL 19013)°

As we assume that maps are meant to express and induct, with the power of visual
language, geopolitical equilibria representations, new issues are addressed in this
research program rationale, namely :

e How does the social categorization process work, with reference to the attitude in
redefining the Europe map, its regions and nations, in the representation of our
population ?

e How does the representational space frame up the three objects that we consider here
as an intertwined representational system : Nation, Europe, World ? Which are the
common reference nuclei in this system in different cultural universes ?

e Which connections are in place between these representations and the population
knowledge/experiences ?

b) Identity as a multidimensional construct — Gregotti wrote in his Identita e crisi
dell’architettura europea : “After a XIX" century dense in immigrations and emigrations,
Europe is now coping with something halfway between such known phenomena and
huge population movements as for the ‘barbarian invasions‘ whose stabilisation around
the year 1000 is a starting point for the geography of European etnies. (...) That is, the
condition of ‘exiles‘ is now generalized.”

Tzvetan Todorov once wrote : “I am Bulgarian, I live in France, and I am borrowing
this quotation from a Palestinian, Edward Said, living in the US, who in turn borrowed
it from Eric Auerbach, a German exile in Turkey.” (Gregotti, 2000)

5. ,Quanto pitt minutamente descriverai, tanto pit confonderai la mente del lettore e pil lo
rimoverai dalla cognizione della cosa descritta. Adunque & necessario figurare e descrivere.”
(Leonardo, RL 19013)
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What Gregotti means is not just putting forward again the conceptualisation of exiles
(though nowadays it is quite a current, very interesting issue). Actually, the more
general problem he is addressing is national or ethnic identity and the unbalances that
quick changes in political and economic geography are producing in these last few
years, with respect to individuation and belonging domains.

In 1981, Tajfel, wrote the following: “We live in a world where unification and
diversification processes take place quickly, faster than ever. Somehow, large groups of
humans communicate between each other more than ever, they know more than ever
about each other and they are increasingly more interdependent. At the same time,
there is a strong tendency, virtually present throughout the world, towards the preser=
vation and successful diversity of their particular characteristics and identity.”
(Tajfel, 1981)

Perhaps we can read the events marking our recent evolution towards new political
and economic systems in which the idea of a boundary seems fainting, on the basis of
what we could define an unwritten rule of the boundary overcoming involved from time
to time.

In the last few years, there have been several and different discussions about the
effects (mono- or bidirectional) and the relationships established from a local to a
European-wide dimension, between cultural uniqueness and integration, in other words,
between National Identity and Supranational Identity.

In this project identity is seen as a multidimensional and relational construct (de
Rosa, 1996 ; de Rosa, Mormino, 2000) not only as the product of the personal social
and demographic characters, or even the product of a social and cognitive categorisation,
but rather on the basis of the sense of belonging felt in front of one’s own nation, EU
and Europe, and their inclusive or exclusive attitude patterns, based on integration/
differentiation processes for the different countries with reference to their geographic
and politic positioning, and the mutual positioning in the interviewed people’s mental
maps.

The objective of EuroSkyCompass consists in analyzing the way in which the
multidimensional identity is expressed in social representation of geopolitical objects
(nation, Europe, world) with reference to geographical and geopolitical parameters
North-South-East-West.

What we intend to study are the SR that the young EU residents have of the EU
member, non member, future member countries and of those countries which do not
even belong to Europe in a historical, geographical and cultural sense. With respect to
this, we feel that the current context of deep changes and tense relationships among
North and South, East and West, in Europe and in the world as a whole is very
important.

The next step, in this research program, will be the comparison of the results we are
discussing now, with those of the previous research. The aim will be to verify the
resistance rather than the change in some SR that the previous work found extremely
dependent from a polarisation between political, economic dimension (focusing the
opposition between the rich North and the poor South-East) and a geographic dimension
focused on stereotypes about the weather, and, finally, the reference to relevant
dimension for the social memory, which was more present for one’s own country than
for the EU.
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Methodology
Data-collection tools

For the data collection (currently under way) a multi-lingual (Italian, English, Spanish,
Portuguese, German, Finnish, French, Hungarian) questionnaire of a projective nature
(textual and graphic) integrating structured tools was designed.

More specifically :

e associative networks (de Rosa, 1995a, 2002), a tool that assigns to the subjects
expressing the representation the task of identifying ramifications and links between
the words that they themselves write around a stimulus word that appears at the
centre of the page. Additional information requested : the elicitation order for the
words, which is indicative of their salience and the valence attributed to them in
terms of positive/negative/neutral. Such a tool was proposed for three stimulus
words : Nation, Europe, World ;

e European Sky Compass, a projective relational tool that, aside from indicating the
cardinal points as anchors, does not offer any circumscription of geographic limits,
leaves a complete liberty to the subjects to represent the relationships between
themselves, their own country, their own favourite foreign country, Italy and Europe
as the subjects actually imagine them in terms of inclusion, exclusion and proximity
(in the case of the North African sample, France). This tool allows to superpose the
verbal projective dimension to the graphical one. Thus, the space we will study is
dense in socially provided meanings ;

e the Silent Map of Europe - consistently with what was described above on the
relationship between the SR of the geopolitical equilibria and cartographic representations,
we asked the subjects to draw the North-South and East-West axes on a map of
Europe in order to express, in their perception, what is Europe’s center of
gravity and which countries are included in the four quadrants they drew with the
cardinal axes ;

® questionnaire in three sections : questions on social and demographic features and on
the experience and knowledge of European countries; a set of questions on how
those countries represent Europe and its different regions and finally an attitude scale
referring to the different European countries.

On this occasion, only the results about the associative networks for the three stimuli
(Nation, Europe, World) and the attitude scale will be discussed.

Data analysis techniques

In consistence with the multimethodology approach proposed by de Rosa (2000), we
used different techniques, characterised by different levels of complexity, to analyse the
data. Some of these techniques are specific to the data collection methods we used, such
as the polarity index for the associative networks, together with the correlation analyses
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and the multivariate analysis techniques, such as the Lexical Correspondance Analysis
(LCA), the Principal Component Factor Analysis (PCA). The former has been carried
out using the SPAD.T package, the latter using SPSS v.12.

The sample : social and demographic features and students’ knowledge of
the analysed countries

The results presented in this part refer to the university student answers (18 to 27 years
old), with a 60% share of women from the following 8 European countries : Austria
(143), the Basque Country (180), Finland (200), France (376), Germany (161), Italy
(90), Portugal (344), the United Kingdom (168), totalling 1.662 subjects.

Our population is also characterised by the experience, the cultural and ideological
dimensions as follows :

° frequency of journeys abroad: this is a variable pointing out a clear difference
between Mediterranean countries (Portugal, the Basque Country, Italy) and the
Northern and Central Europe countries (Finland, Britain, Germany, Austria and
France), as the persons from the former countries are not used to travel, or less than
once a year (57 to 61%), while those from the latter use to travel more than once a
year (70 to 80%) ;

® studies abroad : study periods abroad are not that common for our sample. We
registered a “roof effect” for the answer “no,” yielding 80 % for almost all countries ;

o self-evaluation of geographic knowledge : the Finnish people are those who feel they
have the soundest knowledge in geography (51%), whilst the French feel less
confident (67.81%). The Basque people are in the middle (37.22%), while the other
countries show uniform distributions ;

e self-evaluation of historic knowledge : the English feel more informed (54,16 %), the
Italians follow (44 %), then the Germans, the Finnish and the Portuguese. For these
countries the percentage is around 35% though they also present a slightly higher
share of uninformed people. The French and the Austrians neatly feel not so informed
(50%) and the Baéque stand with the highest level of average information (cod 4,
33.88%), but also with the highest level of missing answers (2.22%) ;

e self-evaluation of historic knowledge : again, the English feel more informed. The
percentage for the highest levels is more than 50% (levels 5 to 7, 52,38 %), then we
see the Italians (49%), the Austrians and the Germans (39%) ;

e political orientation : the majority of our sample is placed on the centre-left, whilst
for Austria a higher share (32%) is placed in the political centre.

Content and meaning for the Nation, Europe, World SR

The LCA carried out on the data collected through associative networks, using the
stimuli words (Nation, Europe, World) in all 8 countries yielded 120 factors (5 factors
times 3 stimuli times 8 sub-samples).

6. It is obviously possible to obtain the full results output by contacting the authors.
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The factors show complex semantic universes which are significantly different
according to cultural peculiarities and clearly prove to be determinant for the representational
objects we are analysing.

120 factors is quite an extensive output, so we will present, 'in a comparative
perspective, only the main dimension emerging from each single factor, for each stimulus
and each country®.

The words which saturate each of the factors for any stimulus have been organised,
post hoc, in 20 conceptual frameworks : time, memory and events, space and mobility,
politics, economy, problems, values, culture, changes, war and conflict, symbols,
cultural practices, patriotism, Europe, local issues, social dynamics and population,
nature, reference to one’s own country, reference to other countries, connotation,
religion.

These frameworks allow us to decompose the semantic universes specific to any
sub-sample in order to have a comparison in the analysis.

For comparative purposes only, the results have been listed in tables built by
dimension, in order to. allow'a cross-comprehension referring to categories rather than
to the global semantic universe.

Such a system has been also retained for a comparative analysis confined to the
strongest characterising dimensions for the factors, in absolute contribution terms.
Furthermore, some categories, such as religion, have been suppressed, since data do not
show an absolute contribution on this dimension that can be considered relevant enough.
However, other categories which have been retained, seem to lose relevance, as in the
case of war.

We have systematically reported a comparison between presence and absence of any
of these dimensions, referring to any stimulus and to different lexical and semantic
declinations (tables 2-20).

If we look at the tables, we observe a first axis that seems most important, across
different cultures, for all stimuli, namely a spatial-temporal underpinning.

As far as the time dimension is concerned, events emerge which are placed, by times,
in the past, or refer to the present, or are projected into the future (table 2).

With reference either to Nation or World, we can observe events that have marked
the current geography and cultural landscape for the single countries, Europe and the
world as a whole. Therefore, for the Basque Country the relevance of fascism is utmost.
For Britain, the world wars yield a big absolute contribution. For Portugal, with respect
to World, the reference is made to current events, namely to president Bush who seems
to be related to the wars that are profoundly characterising his administration and the
US. Such tragic current events set a landmark in this research as far as the historical
context is concerned. Moreover, common threads, attitudes and SR contents for these
issues are found in all sub-samples.

When making reference to Europe, the time dimension looks a bit fuzzier, the
Finnish memory of their own colonization being a significant exception. More obvious
is the relevance of the stereotype of an old continent, bearing a long history (important
for the Basques and the Italians), or rather with a projection into the future (again for the
Basques, the French and the Britons).

Along the spatial dimension, we see an idea of greatness and extensiveness (table 3).
This is particularly true for the stimulus Nation (as a reminder of some kind of patriotic
pride), but there is something similar, though less relevant for World.
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For Europe, the spatial dimension is articulated on a movement idea but we can also
find the sense of creation of a new area by overcoming the boundaries that used to limit
single national spaces, also due to the new travel opportunities (e.g. inter-rail) and the
possibility of mobility itself. And the question arising is: which are Europe’s new
boundaries now ? Not surprisingly, we see the identification of Europe with West for the
Basques. This finding is also confirmed by the PCA we are going to discuss later on. We
can also see the relevant load of socially determined meanings that the Basques reveal in
their heavy use of spatial parameters, such as the cardinal points for example. Actually,
these are present again in the background associated to the stimulus World, through the
dichotomy North-South.

Another axis which is present in different cultural contexts and stimuli is the political
and economic one.

With reference to economiy dimension, table 4 shows that, for Nation, the sample is
interested in circumscripted and concrete issues, as job for the Basques, the Euro change
over for the French. On the contrary, when referred to Europe, the representation is
centered on the different economic aims and policies, as in the case of liberism for the
Italians, and the building of a new economic power for the Portuguese. Finally, for the
stimulus World, ideas get more general and abstract and focus on the world economic
system, general systems and the relationship capitalism/poverty, with reference to the
Third World.

Table 5 shows that the politics dimension more than any other yields references to the
political equilibria peculiar to one’s own country and the relationship with others. This
clearly emerges from the relevance of the antidemocracy theme for the Basques and
isolationism for the British.

On the contrary, the stimulus Europe is associated with cooperation, values and
policies for the countries involved in the EU building process. Thus, alliance is relevant
for the French, cooperation for the Germans and common market for the British, while
the Portuguese refer to globalisation. Finally globalisation, in association with imperialism
(a theme evoked by the Basques) takes into the representation the critical scenario of
international relationships on a world scale.

The problem dimension, pointed out in table 6, is widespread as far as Nation and
World are concerned, and it seems relevant for Europe.

The problem of unemployment is referred to Nation at the economic level (for
Finland and Italy), while the issue of racism is referred to Nation at the social dynamics
level (for Portugal). These very people then shift their attention to the ecology domain
and ethics and economics when thinking about the stimulus World. Portuguese refer to
pollution and Finnish to hunger, exploitation, injustice. The Basques emphasize the
intrinsic danger of nowadays world in itself.

The values dimension, in table 7, appears to be the most significant representation
for the stimulus Nation. The Italian and the Germans focus on the issue of unity.
Together with mutuality, the value of unity is also connected with Europe, with a special
emphasis for Portugal, in the sense of mutual help.

Values dimension is less relevant for the World representation, as it only appears in
a perspective of diversity in the case of the British.

In table 8, the culture dimension allows us to realize how the elements involved
change according to the stimulus evoking them. Actually, if the stimulus Nation is
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considered, the basic contents are national peculiarities such as language, but in the case
of Europe, the sample refers again to general issues as culture (The Basque Country) in
a very general sense, multiculture for England, art for Portugal. As far as World is
concerned, the only sub-sample referring to a universal pattern is the French one with
civilization.

The culture dimension, mainly associated with Nation and Europe, is perceived in
opposition to the nature dimension (table 9), as the latter is more integrated and rich in
content in the representation of World, that is reckoned as a part of a wider system (e.g.,
the universe, the solar system) made up by continents, rich in natural resources and
several different species.

All sub-samples, by the way, share a strong positive consideration of ecological
issues.

The dimension of change, in table 10, is only specific to Europe representation,
particularly for the Germans, who feel it as a place to grow together, while the French
associate to it an idea of development and the Britons consider it as different.

In table 11, results are provided for the conflict dimension. It is only associated to
Nation, and particularly meaningful for the Portuguese, the Germans and the Finnish. Is
this issue to be addressed as a national version of the changes involving international
dynamics ? Furthermore, the absence of conflict perception in relation to the stimuli
Europe and World is quite controversial. Actually, the issue of war is not that relevant
in terms of absolute contribution, though it is quite present in terms of words generally
saturating all the factors. By the way, it can be useful to step back at previous data
analysis where, among all countries, Germany and England are the only ones where the
social memory is associated with Nation, whereas, for other sub-samples, probably in
relation to dimensions, World War is an element of the World background.

As far as symbols are concerned, quite interestingly, table 12 shows that, though all
the words saturating the five factors extracted for Nation belong indeed to the symbolic
dimension, none of these present important contributions, whilst in the background of
Europe words pertaining to this dimension play a more meaningful role in terms of
absolute contribution (stars for the Basques, flag for the French, Brussels for the
Portuguese and the Austrians). This result is quite different from what was previously
found by de Rosa (1993-1996), where the symbolic dimension referred to social
memory was Nation representation specific through the role of symbols as national
hymn or flag, and the only common symbol referred to Europe was ECU-euro currency,
thus emphasizing a SR definitely economy centred for the EU, thought of just as the heir
of ECM.

Patriotism dimension (table 13) is introduced through the metaphor of primary
groups (family for the French), or the individual private space (home for the English).
But it is also considered in its extreme meaning (nationalism for the Germans). This is
a dimension deeply rooted in the idea of Nation, as in that of cultural practices (table
14). Actually, these dimensions are totally absent as far as the World and Europe stimuli
are concerned in terms of words which are determinant for their absolute contribution.

References to Europe (table 15) and to the local dimension (table 16) are peculiar to
Nation representation, seen as a social system bridging the system of social relationships
present in local communities with the system of institutional relationships initiating in
the European countries.
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Population and social dynamics (table 17) yields, through the three stimuli, a
continuum from a static vision of Nation (through such references as people, population),
to an intrinsic dynamics for Europe (in terms of integration, immigration) and finally to
the melting pot associated to World (with such expressions as everybody, multiethnic.
population).

Issues of self-reference can, finally, be addressed as an indicator for the reference to
own country, on the basis of the system of representations of our three objects.

Actually, in table 18, it is shown that the Austrians and the French, identify their
own nations just in the background of a general concept of nation in itself, while the
Finnish and, most of all, the Germans definitely project the idea of their own nation into
the European region.

As far as the Germans are concerned, their identification with the European dimension
is confirmed by another category we defined as reference to other countries (table 19).
With respect to this, both the French and the English, in relation to the stimulus Europe,
mentioned Germany, while the Basques referred to France (the other country involved
in the issue of independence), the Finnish to Europe, Portuguese to Iraly, a country
which is by far preferred by them, under different aspects. Another interesting finding
is in relation to the stimulus World. In their current self-definition, indeed, the English
and the French, in relation to the concept of others, refer to America, the Austrians to
the Third World, and the Germans to Asia.

Finally, connotation dimension (table 20) works out an idea of nation along a
continuum for inclusion/exclusion, and some criticism emerges with reference to the
idea of isolationism. On this dimension, Europe sees a unique reference emphasizing its
versatility, while World fascination is associated to the interest for discovery of what is
unknown to mankind, just as a kind of ancestral instinct of curiosity ushered in its
associated values and at the same time, is characterized by a paradoxical opposition
between the global dimension and the tensions present in the contemporary history of
mankind.



59

EUROSKYCOMPASS...

(¥'6) e (o

SIEM SIEM (6°81) STEM
PIIOM PIIOM Imng PIIOM AN YL

(€L | @Ly

ysng | ysng [e8miog

(ssn Lo 682
juanuy (1°1€) uarouy uuyY S100y Ay

(T
PIO Aueusn
(0° 1) 21mng a0ue1]
8(z'8)
WISITeIuojoD) pUBUL]
(I11e)
juaunuo) AM V@v
PIO ‘(€'127) SISIO
Imng -SB anbseg
("0 srem
PIIOM Esny
L Jp J€ L4 A1 ap I€ d7| JI dS | v J€ dz | JdI Anuno)
PIOM adoanyg uoneN

sasayuaand ur 1 UONNQGLIIUOD IINJOSQD YT “NUINS § Y} JO YoV 10f UONDLIPISUOI OJUI UIYD] SL019Df ¢ Yl JO YoV2 10f SIXVNUIS OM] Y]
Jo yova uo uonnqLIN0I 21NjOSGD 1S2IVLE 211 YIIM IIVINIDS IDYI PUD UOISUIWIP S1Yl 01 SUILL3fo4 Spiom : sjuaag ‘Kiowapy ‘aui] *7 dqe],




ANNAMARIA SILVANA DE ROSA, MARIALIBERA D’AMBROSIO, ELENA BOCCI

60

Lsn 1 [(€70
SSAUIPIM SSQUIPIA | oI N 24l
99
[rel-1u]
‘99
(€D SIONUOL]
[rel-13u] -ON Ay
(€49)
[oABII O, Aueuran
(/A9)
a3ny 0URL]
€N (1o (39 v w (°09)
PIM PIM PIM PIM PHOM 3ig pueuly
(C37)
JUON (1°¢) (88L) sy
-[Inos Sig BP0 Sig anbseg
(om
3ig BLISNY
ds L4 {3 CrAmR! ds Ay (3 L 4 a1 45 | dv | Jd€ a7 a1 Anuno)
dTIOM HdOodNH NOILLVN

sasayuaand ul S1 UONNQGLIUOD IINJOSQD YL “NUWNS £ Y1 JO Yova 10f UOUDIIPISUOD 0JUI UIYD] SL01IDf ¢ Y1 JO YoD2 10f SIXDNUIS
OM] Y1 JO YOD2 U0 UONNQIIIUOD INJOSGD 1SIIVILS Y] YIIM JIDINIDS 1DYI PUD UOISUUD SIY1 01 SulLafo1 spiom : Kpiqopy puv 20vdS *¢ dqe],




61

EUROSKYCOMPASS...

(59¢)
(g°5¢€) uorup)
Awouoay | Arelouoy AN L{YL
(1°09)
Iomod reSmiog
(CX3Y)
ope1],
%01 IN)
(5] 6°L) (1°9)
1004 wistrende)) | wistende) Aueuron
(ton
olng ouely
(7] L9 (€20
Awouoog | Awouodq oimyg puequIj
(0°06)
YI0M anbseg
‘(€91)
KAwouooyg (8°L)
“(g€) pHoOM G| 99
PHIOM PIYL pIYL olny | Ismod BLOsny
S k{4 C K (4 dr| Jas | 4v (3 K (4 A1 Js av J€ Az | 41| Anuno)
dTIoMm qdodnd NOLLVN

sasayiua4nd ul St UOIINQLIINOD AINJOSQD Y[ “YNWNS £ Y] JO YODI L0f UOUDLIPISUOD 0UI UIND] SL019Df ¢ Y1 JO Yova 10f

SOXDNUIS OM1 YY) JO YOD2 UO UONNQGILIUOD IINJOSQD 1SIIVILS Y] YIIM IIDINIDS IDY] PUD UOISUIWIP SIY1 03 SUIIL2f1 SPIOM © KWOUOIT *p dNqR],




ANNAMARIA SILVANA DE ROSA, MARIALIBERA D’AMBROSIO, ELENA BOCCI

62

(Gxa) sy | @oo
1oy IRW g wsTu
uouwIo)) JuoneN | -onejosy SN YL
((A9)
uonez
-1eqo[D [ednuod
(1en
uonez
-1[eq01D Arer
Ty | 61D (8°8%)
SOLNUNOD | uonel SALIUN0D)
Jo 101 v | -doo) Jo01 VY Auewwian
(re6) | (€11)
SuazZNIy) | JUBITY ouRL]
9
12081 PUBUL]
(ITn
wsfreuiadurg
(rop) | ‘e | (S ¥0) () (1'€9)
uonezi|| uoIezZ wsIe Koexoowr Koexoowr
-2qo[0 | -IEqo[D  |-Haduy -opnuy -opnuy anbsegq
@9 @ (4]
Kmunuruo)) | Aorowa Koexoowa(y BLISOY
d8 Cig JE (47| Al JS ap J€  |dT A1 Js ap J€ a7 |a1] Anuno)
ATIOM HdOINHA NOLLVN

sasaymuaind ul S1 UOUNQLIIUOD 2INJOSqD FYL “NMUNS § Y1 JO YoV2 L0f UOUDLIPISUOD 01U} UIYD] S10190) § o Jo yova

10f S2XVNUIS OMI 2Y1 JO YOV UO UOUNQLIUOI 2IN]OSGD 1SAIVILE Y1 YA 2IDANIVS IDY] PUD UOISUWIP SI1 O1 Suiiiafos spiom : sounod *S dqel,




63

EUROSKYCOMPASS..

(6¢1) | (6€9) (1°¢€¢€)
painjiod | panjiod WSIoRY [eSnuog
(1e (8L)
Juaw juow
-Kordwaup) -Kordwoup) Aref
(Ln (6°€1)
uone (86) (1e uaw
-1o1dxqg sonsnfuy | A1e3uny -Kordwaupn) pUB[UI]
(0°89)
snoi1
5ueq anbseg
as k) a€ az a1 |as[ap[ae|az|arfas|ay d€ az a1 Anunop
dTIOM HdodNH NOILVN

sasayiuaaod ul St UOUNQLIUOD 2INJOSQD YL “YNUNS £ Y1 Jo Yova 10f UONDIIPISUOD Ul UIND] SL019Df C Y1 JO yova 10f

SIXDIUDS OM) dY) JO YODI UO UONNGILIUOD IIM]OSGD ISIIVILE Y] YIIM 2IDINIDS JDY] PUD UOISUIUID STY] 01 SULLLIfD4 SPLOM : SWI)qOLd 9 Iqe],




ANNAMARIA SILVANA DE ROSA, MARIALIBERA D’AMBROSIO, ELENA BOCCI

64

99
(9] (€8) K3
Kouep L -1919A0§ N YL
€9 (8]
dioy dioy (1L
eIny e A0 [esmiog
@9
ssouaz| (9°91) (£'08) (8'6'0°8) €1 @y
-1 | Ausiealq | Ausoun) A A Lmup Arerp
(1'8)
ssau
(19 -snotosuoa | (S°€)
Karrep ruoneN | Awup | Aueuusn
(6D
sannQ
(5°99) ‘(tn | (9o
Liup Awp | Jamod pUBUL]
(12
Jomod anbsegq
(6'01)
(6°€9) | saouar
Ausaalq | -epia BLISNY
Js | Jav g€ L4 a1 AS qp ECE (A ds L4 J€ k4 J1 Anuno)
aTIOM ddodNA NOILLVN

sasayuaivd Ul St UOUNQLIUOD INJOSqD YL “YNWNS £ Yl Jo YOV 10f UOUVIAPISUOD O1UI UIYD] SL019Df § Y1 Jo Yova
10f SaXVNUIS OM] Y1 JO YOD2 UO UOUNQLIIUOI INJOSD ISILS Y] YIIM JIDAMDS DY) PUD UOISUIWIP 1Y) 01 SUILIA[24 SPLOM : SINIVA *L QBT




65

EUROSKYCOMPASS...

6
[eImnanny AN =YL
(9o
uy Te3nuod
(ren
UONEZIIALD OUeI]
59
o3en3ue|
uowrwo) PUBUL]
(e
ammny anbseg
6°¢)
93en3ue] BIsny
Js v | d€ | T | dT av J€ L (4 a1 | A€ av d4€ | d¢ a1 Anuno)
anIoM AdodNI NOILVN

sasayuasvd ul S1 UOYNQLIIUOD IIMJOSQD Y[ “PMUNS € Y1 JO YOD2 L0f UONDIIPISUOD 01Ul UIYD] SL019Df G Y1 Jo Yova
10f SaXDNUS OMI 2Y] JO YOI UO UOUNQILIUOD INJOSQD ISAIVILE Y} YNM 2IDINIDS VY] PUD UOISUIUNP S1Y) 03 SULLfo1 SPLOM 24mIn) *§ dqe],




ANNAMARIA SILVANA DE ROSA, MARIALIBERA D’AMBROSIO, ELENA BOCCI

66

¥'8)
1_UB[d N 2YL
Sv)
saradg
“(6°¢1) @9 (/9] (V4]
SIU2UNUOD) S1UDUNU0D) 3SIOATU[) PIOD [eSnuog
) (€€
(6°L) yrreg SIUAUNUOD § AIMEeN L8]
(91) (8°5¢)
$20IN0SAY | $0INOSAY 0uRI]
(€6
9SIaAIUN) pUBUL]
(0'L8) (09¢)
BIUBIOO Y] anbseg
#'9)
ueadO (szn
‘(s eT) (€0 1oueyd (€2 (somn
1ouerd onig SIUUNUOD § anig SIUDUNUOD G 1UAUNUOD) BLOSNY
AS k14 A€ AT AT as Ay d€ K (4 a1 as |y |J€ |dz|ar| Anumo)
aTaom HdodNd NOILVN

sosayiuaivd ul S1 UOUNQLIUOD 2INJOSGD YL “NMUNS € Y1 JO YoV L0f UONVLIPISUOD Ol UV S1019Df § 2y Jo Yov2
10f SaxDNUS OMI Y1 JO YIDI UO UOUNGLIUOD DINJOSGD ISAIDILS Y1 YHA JIDANIDS IDYI PUD UOISUIUIP SIYI OF SULLI2J24 SPLOM : 2NN *6 dIqBL




67

EUROSKYCOMPASS...

(e
(€°6) P1yuod | 1oryuoy rednuiog
(8'61) Tem Arerp
(8¢€1
150D (8'8) P1yuoD | (L'6)11yuo) | Awewon
(1°69) 20eaq 2ouel]
's1) ')
SUOROIpENU0) suonoIpenuo) pUBUL]
as | av | ac [az | ar [as[av [ae [az [ as av a€ az a1 Axuno)
aTIOM ddoyNd NOLLVN

$asayauaod Uy S1 UOUNQLUIUOD INJOSQD Y[ “NUWNS € Y1 fO YOD2 10f UOUDIIPISUOD OIUI UIYD] SI01IDf ¢ Y1 Jo yova 1of saxviuas
oMI Y1 Jo YoV UO UONNGLIUOD AINOSGD ISIIVILE Y1 YNM JIDANIDS IVYI PUD UOISUIUIP SN 01 SULLIAf2L SPLOM : IDA PUD 17fuo) 11 Aqel,

6%1)
a1 AN =YL
(¢'61) (s'9)
(L' 6)19112801 mo15 0, moi3 oJ, moig oJ, Auewan
(L"¢1) wawdopaag soueI]
(1) wangiq eLnsny
as | av | ag | az | a1 as a» a€ az an as|ar[ag|az[ar|  cnunop
aTIom qdodand NOLLVN

$asayauavd uy S1 UOUNQLIUOD 2INJOSGD YL “NWNS £ Y1 JO YOD2 40f UOUVLIPISUOI 0T UIYV] S1019Df C 2Y1 JO Yov2
40f S2xXVMUIS OMI 2Y1 JO YOV UO UOUNGLUIUOD 2INJOSQV ISIIVILE Y] YHM JIDINIDS IDY) PUD UOISUIUID STy OF SULLIIf24 SPIOM : 23upy) *01 dqel




ANNAMARIA SILVANA DE ROSA, MARIALIBERA D’AMBROSIO, ELENA BOCCI

68

(€°€) awoy 3N 4L

("7) wsiTeuoneN Auewran

(L'9¢) Anureq (1'6) Aurey | (67¢) Aprurey 2oueL]

(2) puerioyie] BLISNY

as |av [ a¢ [az |ar | as |ap [ae|az| a1 | as av i€ aT a1 Anumo)
aTIOM AdOUNd NOLLVN

Sasayua.vd ul S1 UOUNGLIUOD INJOSQD YT “YNUS € Y] JO YOV L0f UONDLIPISUOI 0JUl UIYD] SL039Df ¢ Y1 fo Yova L0f
SaXOIUAS OM2 2y} JO YOD2 UO UOUNQLIUOD 2INJOSQD 1SAIWLS AY) YIIM 2IDLNIDS IDY) PUD UOISUdULIP STy} 01 SUMLI[24 SPLOM : WSO *ET dqel,

(L°0¢) spsstug | (9°01) spssug (1'p) spasstug e3maog
(97) el 3ouelg
(S’ gp) sie1g anbseg
)
(g°S1) spssug spassnug eusny
as [av | ag | az | ar s av € az ar [ as [ av [ a¢ | az [ar| Anunop
aTIOM 4dodNd NOILVN

sasayuavd ul S1 UOUNQLIUOD INJOSGD YL “NNWS £ Y1 JO YODI 10 UONDIIPISUOI OJUl UIYD] SL010Df ¢ Y1 Jo Yova 10f
SIXDIUAS OM] Y} JO YOD2 UO UOUNQLIIUOD AINJOSGD 1SIIVILE Y} YIIN IDINIDS IDY] PUD UOISUUIIP STy O] SULLIIf24 SPLOM : S)OQUIAS *TT d]qeL




69

EUROSKYCOMPASS...

(1°6) 2doing Arear

(z'z1) 2doing fuewrzan

(L 01) 0Ing Jouel]

(L) adoing BLISNY

as | ap | a¢ | dc | Ay | as |ap [ae [az [ a1 as ay a€ az ar Auno)
aTIOM ado¥Nd NOILVYN

Sasayua.vd Ul S1 UOUNQLIUOD INJOSQD YL “YNUNS £ Y] JO YOVI L0f UOVIIPISUOD OJUl UIYD] SI019Df ¢ Y1 fo YoV

A0f S2xXDNUIS OM] Y} JO YIV2 U0 UONQILIUOD IINJOSQD 1SIIDILE Y] YIIN 2IVINIDS IDY) PUD UOISUUAP S1Yl 0] SUlLLdfos spiom : ado4ns *ST dqelL

(6'L) suoneaeA 3N UL
(1'87) yorog (T'¢) yoeod [e3miog

(t'v6)
11eq1003 aoue1

')
1reqiooq eLnsSny
as | av | g€ | az | a1 as ay | g€ | Jz | ar | as ap JE az a1 Ayumo)
ATIOM adodnd NOLLVN

sasaypua4vd w1 S1 UONNQIIIUOD INJOSQD Y “NNWNIS £ Y} JO YoV L0f UODIIPISUOD 01Ul UIND} S1019Df G 2y} Jo Yova 10f SaxvIUasS
om1 2y} JO Yova U0 UONNQIIUOD 2INJOSQD 1S2IVILT Y] YIIM IDINIDS DY) PUD UOISUIWIP SIY) O] SULLLdfa4 SpLom : $2013004d [anin) *pY d[qe],




ANNAMARIA SILVANA DE ROSA, MARIALIBERA D’AMBROSIO, ELENA BOCCI

70

(L9on
dmumqe-nnA 21N 24l
)
uonendod TeSnuiog
) v Kuweuon
(on
uoneaFrarut
(€D ‘(8°6)
uone[ndod uoneidayuy ouel
€ (39 ‘
1aye80], uonendod BINSNY
Js av Je 47 | 41 av d€ | ¢ | AT | 4§ i Jd€ | AT a1 Anuno)
aoMm HdodNd NOILLVN

sasayauaavd ul S1 UOUNQLIUOD IINJOSqD YL “IMUS € Y1 JO YOVI 10f UOUDIIPISUOD OJUI UIYDY S101Df § 2Y1 JO YoV2 L0f SaXVIUIS OMI YY1 JO
YO UO UOUNGLIIUOD 2INJOSQD ISIIDILS. Y1 YIIA JIDANIDS IDYI PUD UOISUWIP SIY) 0) SUl2fo4 SPLoM SuvULp [D120S pup uonvindod LY d1qeL

(LD KD (L'sp) QD 3N UL

(1°€) uogsr'y [edmiod

as [av [ac [az [ar Jas | av [ac [ ac | @ av | ac iz ar Anuno)
aTIOM 4do¥nd NOLLYN

sasayiuaand u1 S1 UOUNQLIUOD 2INJOSGD YL “YNUNS € Y1 JO YODI 10f UONDIIPISUOD OIUY UYD] SL010Df G Y1 JO YoD2 4O SIXVNUIS
0M1 2Y1 Jo YoV2 UO UOUNQLIIUOD 2INJOSqD 1S21VILS Y1 YN JIDINIDS IDY] PUD UOISUAWIP STY] 01 SuUlli2fod SpLom : uOISUIWIP 1020 *9T dqe]




71

EUROSKYCOMPASS...

((SA9)
BOLIOUIY (6L) Aueurian AN UL
(TTn) A eSmiog
('8)
eIV | (6'9) BOLYY A
(€°L) w1sy Aueuwian
©61) (s'6)
BoLIUY (z'9) Aweuan | (1°47) Aueuwag | Aer] 20ueL]
(z'6) adoing urasey pueuLy
(z'21) 2ouery anbseg
(€°€) PrIOM (8°L) PrIOm @
pIyL pIYL (8'6) Atap | 2ouer] eLnsny
as v k(3 az AT AS | Ab | A€ (4 A AS |4y |J€ | AT | AT | Anuno)
ATIOM dd0oANA NOLLVN

sasayuaivd ul S1 UOUNGLIIUOD 2INJOSqD Y] "YNWNS € Yy} JO YOD2 10f UONDIIPISUOD 01Ul UIYD] SL01ID) § Y1 O YoV 10f SIXDIUIS OM] Y]
Jo yova uo uonqUoI 21NjOSqV 1S21VLS Y] YIIM 2IVINIDS IDY] PUD UOISUWID S1Y) 01 SUILIDfo4 SPLOM : SDLUIUNOD Y0 01 2IUL2J2Y 6T el

(€°Z1) resmiog [e3miog
8)

Aueurian (L°S) Aueurian Aueurian

(s'1€)
ouel OUBL]
(S°€) pueuLy pue[uL{
(6'8) e1nsny eLnsny
ds | ay | ¢ [az | a1 | as | ap J€ az ar | as [ av | ae az a1 Anumo)

aTIOM 4dOodNA NOLLVN

sasayua.vd Ul S1 UOUNQLIUOD INJOSQD Y[ “YNUINS £ Y] JO YoD2 10f UONDIIPISUOD 01 UIYD] SI01IDf C Y1 JO YoD2 10f SIXVIUIS OM] 2Yf)
Jo Yova uo uounqLIUOD 21NJOSqD 1S2IDILE Y1 YIIM IDINIDS IDY] PUD UOISUIUID STYI 01 SUILLIf24 SPLOM : KUNOD UMO 01 2IU242[2Y "1 IqBL




ANNAMARIA SILVANA DE ROSA, MARIALIBERA D'’AMBROSIO, ELENA BOCCI

72

(6°€D) a2
JAISN[OXT aaisnpxg | N 9UL
(Ls¢) (6¢) (8L1)
[eqo[D [eqo1D [eUOnEN [e8niod
(€'61) (9'z1)
nids [euoneN Aol
6% (s'L0) 9%1) (89 (s'9)
Sunsarauy | umouyun | umouyun Sunsarouj uowwo)) Auewron
(821 )
[8q0[D S[NESIdA puequl{
(00L)
paso[D anbseg
(6L81)
uadQ BLOSOY
Js Ci4 J€ 4 g1 Js | dp | d€ L4 d1 s ap J€ K (4 d1 £nuno)
aTiom AdOANH NOILVN

sasayuavd Ul S1 UONGLIUOD 2IMOSqV YL “MUS § Y1 JO YID2 10f UOHVIAPISUOD 01U UIYDY S1019Df ¢ 2y Jo 1oVa 40f SaXVIUSS
0M1 Y1 Jo YoVa U0 UOUNQLIIUOD INJOSQD 1S21V2S Y1 YIIM JIDINIDS IVY] PUD UOISUIWIP SIY) 01 SUlLL2[aL Spiom : uouvIoUU0) 0T dqeL




EUROSKYCOMPASS...

Attitudes vis-a-vis European countries

73

The PCA carried out on data collected through the attitude scale with respect to European
nations shows six components with an egenvalue larger than 1 as shown in table 21. The
explained variance is 57.3%.

Table 21. Rotated Component Matrix (a)

Component | Component | Component | Component | Component | Component
1 2 3 4 5 6

Bosnia-
Hetmeain 0.783 0.064 -0.009 0.004 0.170 -0.030
Macedonia 0.776 0.159 0.070 0.021 0.006 -0.001
Federal
Republic of 0.770 0.084 0.041 0.058 0.102 -0.071
Yugoslavia
Moldavia 0.760 0.109 -0.008 0.009 0.061 0.128
Bielorussia 0.758 0.019 0.075 -0.041 0.174 -0.032
Lithuania 0.754 0.272 0.105 -0.043 0.020 0.001
Latvia 0.741 0.264 0.152 -0.044 -0.100 -0.066
Albania 0.735 -0.006 -0.008 -0.035 0.195 -0.085
Ukraine 0.733 0.045 0.053 -0.001 -0.002 0.200
Romania 0.728 0.118 0.070 0.073 -0.148 0.274
Slovenia 0.702 0.156 0.003 0.038 0.082 0.394
Slovak
Republic 0.697 0.168 0.011 0.004 0.052 0.461
Estonia 0.671 0.363 0.088 -0.099 0.081 -0.198
Bulgaria 0.644 0.218 -0.148 0.094 0.366 0.019
Croatia 0.644 0.127 -0.152 0.130 0.287 0.151
Hungary 0.558 0.399 0.095 0.192 0.012 -0.072
Turky 0.537 0.009 0.219 0.279 -0.084 -0.157
Poland 0.530 0.353 0.225 0.112 -0.204 0.142
Czech
Republic 0.462 0.347 -0.169 0.160 0.299 0.249
Norway 0.170 0.746 0.243 0.034 0.098 0.065
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Component | Component | Component | Component | Component | Component
1 2 3 4 5 6
Sweden 0.122 0.695 0.244 0.075 0.096 0.100
Island 0.368 0.689 -0.045 0.126 0.043 .—0.043
Finland 0.078 0.668 -0.053 0.060 0.409 -0.078
Denmark 0.178 0.624 0.113 0.025 0.393 0.046
Ireland 0.236 0.581 0.118 0.257 -0.080 -0.022
Holland 0.006 0.478 0.073 0.276 0.312 0.297
Germany 0.095 0.132 0.725 -0.022 0.185 0.112
Great Britain | -0.011 0.165 0.666 0.143 -0.025 0.013
France 0.043 -0.007 0.558 0.290 0.184 -0.157
Switzerland 0.031 0.450 0.502 0.087 0.105 0.008
Luxembourg 0.250 0.345 0.368 0.060 0.321 0.046
Italy 0.025 0.136 0.172 0.723 -0.016 -0.041
Greece 0.156 0.137 0.114 0.646 0.075 -0.336
Portugal -0.050 0.107 0.024 0.618 0.009 0.284
Spain 0.038 0.081 0.063 0.553 0.189 0.116
Belgium 0.138 0.202 0.263 0.079 0.652 0.015
Austria 0.101 0.247 0.215 0.131 0.610 -0.017
Russia 0.542 0.026 0.076 0.168 -0.002 0.546

Note : Extraction Method : Principal Component Analysis. Rotation Method : Varimax with Kaiser
Normalization.a Rotation converged in 7 iterations.

If we figure the factors in a chromatic map of Europe, aggregations of different

countries emerge :

the first component (dark green) is clearly made up by Eastern countries ;

the second component (sky-blue) reveals an explicit Northern dimension ;

the third component (yellow) imposes again the theme of the Golden Triangle of the
Big Bosses (France, Germany and Britain), though including two more countries
such as Switzerland and Luxembourg whose identities can be considered mixed and
close to the French and the German cultures ;

the fourth component (blue) is surely representing the Mediterranean soul of EU 15
(enlargement was not yet accomplished at the data collection time) ;

the fifth component (green) emphasizes two countries of Central Europe that used to
play main character roles, with a relevant symbolic content, though quite little in size ;
the sixth component (red), finally, consists uniquely in Russia, the historical Eastern
limit of Europe, where western culture and politics and the alterity dimension of the
Western Roman Empire fade into the Don landmark.
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Figure 1. Europe organized in six factors according to the attitudes expressed by our subjects

Thus, the PCA yields firstly a discourse about Europe in which what emerges is the
geopolitical settlement based on the relevance of phenomena and reflexes of current
issues.

Enlargement was the most important, long, awaited event in the last few years which
was seen and presented at media and institutional level as having a great impact on the
political and economic scenario of the continent as a whole, because of the large number
of countries involved (10). This phenomenon, being an institutional choice more than
anything else, is associated to median values on the Likert scale, that become significantly
lower for these countries. The results entail a deep redesign of shared representations of
East and West. In particular there is a clear redefinition of a self representation of
Europe identified with the West, shifting the boundary once symbolised by the Berlin
wall to the Russian subcontinent.

The so-called Eastern Europe countries are now in the EU, so that old Europeans feel
the need to define themselves again with respect to the new others. It seems that Russia
is representing this new other, as it is confirmed by the isolated position in its component.
The difficulty in identifying themselves pointed out by our survery is confirmed by the
definition, on both sides of the countries historically known as the Golden Triangle of
the Big Bosses, of two clearcut souls in Europe on this side of the iron curtain : Northern
Europe, i.e. the future, and the Mediterranean, i.e. the history, the cradle of a magnificent,
but aged civilization.
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Conclusions

The LCA results discussed above (and most of those not discussed here for the sake of
brevity) confirm that the SR of these three objects (Nation, Europe, World) work as an
intertwined system, where each of the stimuli is present in the semantic repertory of the
other two, as if echoing each other.

Such a system is not underpinned by the SR single contents, but rather by the
complete dimensions as a whole, working as a common reference for discourses referring
to all the objects. Finally these dimensions, in turn, are transversally tied in terms of
abstraction from discourses.

Our findings indicate a particular relevance of the spatial and time dimension working
as a fil rouge entailing, for the three objects, the representation of a space framed in
time. Time, in turn, is marked by events going by, whose values are provided by
processes of conventionalisation in the biography of the group-nation or Europe. Thus,
a social meaning is provided to space.

Another two dimensions definitely worked out across the representation of the three
objects, though reflecting remarkable culture-specific differences, are the political and
the economic ones.

This axis, representing in a way the present time of the analysed representational
system, seems to be much more relevant for Nation rather than for World. Actually, the
World is involved just as far as the growing consciousness is concerned, of the deepening
of roots for systems and equilibria associated to the capitalist system, and from time to
time referred to as imperialism and/or globalisation.

The cultural dimension also presents a continuum from group peculiarity towards
universalism, including all mankind. This dimension is based on the capability of
cultural systems to connect people (through communication systems such as language
and art) allowing them to improve (reference to civilization).

All this necessarily goes through the self-definition and the definition of the other as
shown by the PCA results, involving the dimension of attitudes, seen as the evaluation
component of SR. With respect to this, the ongoing process of Enlargement (at the time
of the data collection) has surely affected our subjects’ reactions since they are probably
now becoming aware of the context dynamics (discussed above) which mark the end of
the European political and economic equilibrium based on the East-West dichotomy.

A reference dimension specific to Europe representation is that of change, dynamism,
growing together (emerging as the strong issue for the Germans in their discourse about
Europe) while specific reference dimensions for the representation of Nation are conflict
and patriotism.

Finally, globalisation, associated with the perception of imperialism, seems to
dominate among the scenarios of representations for World.

Rezumat : Proiectul international de cercetare ,, EuroSkyCompass” a fost initiat in 2002, implicand
un grup de 23 de cercetdtori care au colectat date in zece tdri atit membre in UE, cat si
nonmembre. Din punct de vedere teoretic, proiectul a fost inspirat de teoria reprezentirilor
sociale (Moscovici, 1961, 1976, 2000) si aite constructe psihosociale, precum cele de ,,identitate
sociald” (Tajfel, 1978) si ,,memorie sociald”. Proiectul a constituit o reluare si o continuare a
cercetdrilor realizate in perioada 1993-1996 in zece tdri europene (de Rosa, 1996). La baza
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proiectului ,,EuroSkyCompass” se afli doud postulate fundamentale: a) identitatea este un
construct multidimensional ; b) relativitatea si caracterul conventional ale parametrilor geografici.
Scopul proiectului constd in analizarea modului in care identitatea, inteleasd ca o constructie
multidimensionald (de Rosa, Mormino, 2000), ancoratd in mod variabil, uneori in apartenenta la
o natiune, altidati in apartenenta la o dimensiune supranationald, cea a Uniunii Europene, se
exprimi prin intermediul reprezentdrilor sociale a entitigilor geopolitice (natiune, Europa, lume)
formulate ca un sistem de reprezentiri interrelationate cu parametrii geografici si geopolitici de
nord-sud-est-vest. Pentru a obtine datele necesare a fost creat un chestionar compus din intrebari
inchise, scale comportamentale si elemente de naturd proiectiva (textual si grafic), incluzind si
instrumentul , EuropeanSkyCompass”, si retele asociative (de Rosa, 1995, 2002). Datele au fost
analizate prin metode multiple si in pasi progresivi, fapt care a permis folosirea mai multor tehnici
de analizi i o validare a rezultatelor obtinute. in acest articol sunt prezentate rezultatele ce {in de
analiza retelelor asociative abordate din punctul de vedere al mdsurdrii atitudinale, cum ar fi
indicele de polaritate, si din perspectiva continutului si structurii reprezentirilor sociale, utilizandu-se
in acest sens analiza corespondentelor lexicale. Aceste rezultate sunt completate de rezultatele
obtinute prin analiza factoriald in baza scalelor comportamentale de raportare fatd de diferite state
europene.

Résumé : Le programme de recherche transnational EuroSky Compass est né en 2002, et regroupe
23 collaborateurs impliqués dans la collecte de données de 10 pays membres et non-membres de
I’Union Européenne. Sur le plan thérorique, la recherche s’inspire de la Théorie des Représentations
Sociales (Moscovici, 1961, 1976, 2000) ainsi que d’autres construits psycho-sociaux, tels I’Identité
Sociale (Tajfel, 1978) et la Mémoire Sociale. En continuité avec un programme de recherche
précédent, réalisé en 1993-1996 dans 10 pays de 1’Union Européenne (de Rosa, 1996), le projet
EuroSkyCompass se base sur deux concepts : a) I’identité comme construit multidimensionnel ;
b) la relativité et le caractére conventionnel des parameétres géographiques. L’objectif est d’analyser
comment 1’Identité, entendue comme un construit multidimensionnel (de Rosa, Mormino, 2000) et
ancrée de facon variable, tant6t au sens d’appartenance a la Nation, tant6t a la dimension
supranationale de I’Union Européenne, s’exprime a travers les représentations sociales d’entités
géo-politiques (Nation, Europe, Monde), congues comme un systeme de représentations interreliées,
en rapport aux parametres géographiques et géo-politiques du Nord-Sud-Est-Ouest. Un questionnaire
ad hoc a été congu pour la collecte de données, intégrant les instruments stucturels (questions
fermées et échelles de comportements) ainsi que des instruments de nature projective (textuelle et
graphique) tels que I’EuropeanSkyCompass, la carte muette de I’Europe et les trames associatives
(de Rosa, 1995, 2002). On prévoit, pour I’analyse des données, en accord avec une approche
multi-méthodologique et multi-step, 1'usage de techniques diversifiées pour procéder ensuite a
une analyse croisée des divers résultats obtenus. Cet établissement fournira, en particulier, les
résultats relatifs aux trames associatives autant en termes de mesures d’attitudes, comme 1’Indice
de Polarité, qu’en termes de contenu et structure de la RS, résultats analysés selon I’ Analyse des
Correspondances Lexicales (ACL); ces résultats cotoieront les résultats obtenus de 1’Analyse
Factorielle (ACP) effectuée sur les données recueillies avec 1’échelle d’attitudes par rapport aux
divers Etats Européens.
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