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The bi-annual International Conferences on Social Representations represent an inter-
esting phenomenon in terms of «epidemiology of knowledge diffusion». This article
was inspired by the general scope of the meta-theoretical analysis of the complete cor-
pus of Social Representations (1CsR) literature launched by Annamaria de Rosa in 1994.
The analysis has as its goal to provide an organic, comprehensive understanding of the
direction that research in Social Representations is taking and of the overall develop-
ment of the theory over time and across continents. It is based on the methodology and
previous results of research conducted in the framework of a meta-theoretical analysis
(cf. de Rosa, 1994a; 2001a; 2001b; 20024) and its aim was to update the contribution pre-
sented at the 6" International Conference on Social Representations in Stirling (cf. de
Rosa, 2002b; de Rosa, d’Ambrosio, 2002; 2003). The analysis units used were the ab-
stracts of all conference literature currently available in both electronic and tradition-
al printed format. Content analysis was carried out on these materials using a reduced
version of the “Grid for Meta-Analysis of sr literature” (de Rosa, 1994a). This is a pow-
erful heuristic tool for assessing the development of the theory, the related research
field and the core of the large on-line specialised inventory on Social Representations
installed on the web site of the European Ph.D. on Social Representations and Com-
munication website, currently in the copyright process. After classification, the data
were analysed using tools provided by HUDAP, SPAD-N, and spss statistical packages to
develop a “facet analysis” and Analyse des Correspondences Multiples.

Key words: meta-theoretical analysis, social representation conferences, knowledge dif-
fusion.

* Sapienza - University of Rome. The first author is the creator and coordinator of the re-
search programme including its theoretical, methodological and technical tools. Its goal is the
meta-theoretical analysis of the whole corpus of the literature on Social Representations. The sec-
ond author’s contribution is mainly related to statistical analysis.
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I
Introduction

This article focuses on literature presented during the. gt 'Intfernatlonal Cor}-
ference on Social Representations (ICsR), the prir.nary 1nst1tut10n_al context in
which members of the scientific community insplre.d by Fhe Social R(E)Fese}rll-
tation Theory (SrT) interact with each other an.d. d1sser¥11nate resear; in the
field and which are considered a kind of scientific media channel. T. Z}]fl are a
mirror of the scientific community’s dynamics and have chronologically ac-
ied the SrT’s institutionalisation process. ’ ‘

Comﬁlﬁl::tl ;ive decades after Serge Moscovici (1961) 'introduced into the dis-
cipline both a new construct, the Soci'al Rep'resentgnon (sr), a.nldRa new iz_
spective for observing and understandmg social reahty, the Soc1‘a lfprlc'else e
tions Theory is today a conceptual tool with a pre-eminent role in the theoret-
ical framework of social psychology. o o
The liveliness of the debate outside the srT is in symmetry with the rlch-
ness of the dialogue between the different schools of thought that Everh the
years have emerged within it’. In addition to the c.on'ferences some of the c :ln-
nels for this internal dialogue include the spec1al1s<fd profes:s/lo’r:al ](}ler}rll s,
“Papers on SR” (http://www.psr.jku.aF/) and “Pen§ee et société”, (;V ic Org
spectively published their 16™ and o™ issues respectively in 2007 and in 2006.

2
Research Issues

This study is a part of a wider research conducted in the frameworl:i cl))f a Xlnetz:
theoretical analysis of the complete body of sk l1terat}1re launche. y Ann
maria de Rosa in 1994. It is inspired by the goal to provu'ie an organic, c.ompreé
hensive understanding of the overall development of this theory over time an
across continents (cf. de Rosa, 1994a; 1994b; 20013; 2001b; 2002a).
Some of the main objectives of this projef:t are to: "
— map the theory and its application over time and around the Worth; o
— bring some clarity to the sk galaxy, by analytlc.ally reconst;uctmg
plexity of its various theoretical and metl.'lodologlcal approaches. o
In reviewing the complete body of literature on sr and Cpmmun a,,'o,m}
the Open Distant Learning network programme for co—opemtnlj.e mée:zbase o
research, coordinated by de Rosa (2001a; 2001b), features an on (1ine a abase o
the literature. Input is done by young researcher§ an.d undergra Zatc; stu dou:
who insert the data via the website, which is periodically updated after a

ble quality control filter. ' _
) qOune Zf the main outputs of the So.Re.Com. THEmatic NETwork of excel
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lence approved by the European Commission pG Education and Culture
(http://www.europhd.eu/ SoReComTHEmaticNETwork) is a comprehensive
bibliographical inventory of the literature (journal and conference papers,
books, special issues, doctoral and masters theses, unpublished reports) on sk
and C. and its related paradigms that will be completed in the near future. It
makes possible to conduct searches for all traditional bibliographic informa-
tion. Designed by the coordinator of the So.Re.Com THEmatic NETwork, this
full bibliographic inventory in the multidisciplinary field of Social Represen-
tations and Communication aims to acquire the complete database of litera-
ture on Social Representations and Communication. Via the So.Re.Com. THE-
matic NETwork, this co-operative scientific enterprise will contribute to con-
tinuously enriching the on-line database, receiving input not only from young
research trainees enrolled in the programme, but the entire scientific commu-
nity, who will contribute new articles that will disseminate knowledge as well
as acquiring visibility. It is updated periodically after a double quality control
filter and validated by an authoritative source under the supervision of the de-
signer and producer of the inventory. According to E. C. contractual policy,
once the comprehensive bibliographical inventory is protected by a copyright
and the intellectual property of its creator, designer and developer recognised,
the modalities on how professors, researchers, or students working on Social
Representations and Communication can consult it will be examined and im-
plemented. Users will gain access by a password after registering and payment
of a registration fee. Using a standard Web browser, researchers and interest-
ed parties will, with a simple search, be able to access systematically organized
multidisciplinary research in the social sciences inspired by the Social Repre-
sentations Theory.
The databases consist of two different inventories:
a) The first database contains a complete bibliographical inventory of the liter-
ature on sk and C. and its related paradigm, including classic bibliographic in-
formation.
b) The second database contains a meta-analysed inventory of the literature on
SR, analysed according to the grid developed by A. S. de Rosa (1994a). Its main
goal is to develop the meta-theoretical analysis of the whole body of the theo-
retical and empirical literature of this specialised field. The grid is organised
in 5 main areas:
= theoretical reference to sr constructs monitors whether a publication refers
Lo SRT in a very generic way or addresses specific paradigmatic elements of the
theory (i.e., the genesis, processes, functions, structure, transmission, and
transformation of sR) or whether the contribution refers to the theory itself as
an object of critical analysis (meta-theory)

>
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—  theoretical reference to other constructs and theories identifies whether the
publication refers to other constructs, concepts and theories in relation to SR
as well as the aim of the reference: integration, differentiation, comparison, re-
placement;
—  thematic analysis categorises the contents of empirical contributions by
identifying the general thematic areas (i.e. health) and the specific object of each
study (i.e. AIDS), as well the specific typology (closed, open, polemic) of the sg;
_ thelast area identifies the methodological profile of each study and the char-
acteristics of the selected population.
In accordance with output six of the So.Re.Com THEmatic NETwork pro-
ject, the next steps in this international research program are:
— the further expansion of the co-operative network to the entire scientific
community both as users and co-developers of the database (http://www.eu-
rophd.net/cgi-bin/WebObjects/europhd.woa/wa/biblio);
—  the major upgrading of the Intelligent Virtual Library on Social Represen-
tation and Communication which will be integrated with the physical Social
Representations library at the European Ph.D. on Social Representations and
Communication Research Centre and Multimedia Lab. It will also be linked
to the complete bibliographic inventory and meta-analysed corpus. It will also
be enriched with an advanced search engine in the database, using the criteria
designed for the meta-analysis grid (http://www.europhd.net/html/_ondao2/
06/00.00.00.00.shtml). Users will be allowed to download text files in PDF for-
mat and to print out scientific materials, with authors’ and publishers’ permis-
sion when applicable. Otherwise, they can read material on the screen.

3
Definition and Area of Field of Inquiry:
Why the 8 International Conference on sR?

Tt is an empirical fact that during the last five decades the skt has become 2
multicultural, multi-lingual, and multi-generational enterprise that has spread
across all the continents. The vitality of the srT is demonstrated by its internal
debate and the growing number of meetings, workshops and other gatherings.
In the time line found below, we have listed only a few of the opportunities for
meeting and discussion that occurred before and between the Biannual Inter-
national Conferences that were selected as the scope of the present study.
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Timeline of scientific events dedicated to Social Representations

1982 International Round Table on Social Representations, Lyon, France — Symposium
dedicated to sr.

1983 International Symposium on sk: “Le sk: campi di indagine teorica ed empirica”,
Bologna, Italy.
1985 International Colloquium on Social Representations, Paris, France.

1985 Methodological Workshop: “Implications méthodologiques des études sur les sr”

Naples, Italy. ’
h .

1986 8f Intsrnatlonal Congress of Cross-cultural Psychology, Istanbul, Turkey. Sympo-
sium: The sr of mental illness: theoretical, methodological and empirical contri-
butions in a cross-cultural perspective”.

1986 International Colloquium: “La Représentation Sociale de la Maladie Mentale”
Naples, Italy.

1987 Mthodological Workshop: “Empirical Approach to Social Representations”,
University of Surrey, UK.

>

1987 International Colloquium: “Représentations Sociales et Idéologies”, Paris,
France.
1988 International Symposium: “Questions d’épistémologie autour des Représenta-

tions Sociales”, Natal, Brazil.

1991 Arlmual Conference of the of Bps — Developmental Psychology Section, Cam-
bridge, Uk — Symposium dedicated to sr.

1992 xxv International Congress of Psychology, Brussels, Belgium — Symposium: “The-
oretical aspects of sR”.

1992 First International Conference on sr, Ravello, Italy.

1992 V'European Conference of Developmental Psychology, Seville, Spain — Sympo-
sium: “Cognitive and sr in childhood acquisition and development”.

1993 E/:ESP General Meeting, Lisbon, Portugal — Symposium dedicated to sr.

1994 2 International Conference on SR: “Advances in theory and research”, Rio de
Janeiro, Brazil.

1994 Annual Conference of the of Bps — Social Psychology Section, Cambridge, Uk —
\X}{orkshop dedicated to sr.

1994 s*" Congtess ARIC Sarrebrucken, Germany — Key lecture dedicated to sr.

1995 International Symposium: “Social Representations in the Northern Context”,
Mustlio, Finland. '

1995 I’nternational Methodological Workshop: “Théories et méthodes des Représenta-
tions Sociales”, Daidalos — Goteborg-Sweden.

1995 Workshop on s, Naples, Italy.

1995 Colloquium: “L'application des études des sr aux problémes sociaux”, Athens
Greece. ,

1996 3 International Conference on sr, Aix-en-Provence, France.

1996 Nags Hegd anference on Social Representations, Socially Shared Cognitions,
and Pubhc Opinion, Highland Beach, Florida, usa.

1996 Special Day on: “Exclusion et Insertion. Approches Socio-cognitives”, Aix-en-
Pfhovence, France.

1996 u General Meeting of the EAESP, Gmunden, Austria — Symposium: “Controver-
Slal'SR of and around advertising: how to sell pullovers by provoking discussion on
social issues”.
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¥ 2005

vI National Congress of Social Psychology, Joao Pessoa, Brazil: Workshop Dedi-
cated to SR. o .
2" Conference in the Northen Context: “sk and Communicative Processes ,
Jonkoping, Sweden. A . . .
£" International Conference on sr: “La Era de la Psicologia Social”, Mexico City,
Mexico. . o
1 International Conference on sR in Usa: “sk: Introductions and Explorations”,
New York, usa.
. - NP

1 Jornada Internacional sobre Representagoes Sociais (jirs): “Teoria e Campos de
Aplicacao”, Natal, Brazil. ‘ ) .
Workshop: “Comunicacién, Opinion y Representacién Social Teoria y Método”,
H. Puebla de Z., México. o
Workshop: “Exclusdo social e saide: estudos de representasio social”, Sio Paulo
e Ribeirdo Preto, Brazil. ‘
ADRIPs Congress, Aix-en-Provence, France - Symposium and papers dedicated to
SR‘ I »
International Colloquium: “La pensée sociale: questions vives”, Montreal, Cana-
da. . '
s Alps-Adria Psychology Conference, Pecs, Hungary — Symposium dedicated to
SR. ' .
¢ International Conference on sr “Représentations sociales: constructions nou-
velles”, Montreal, Canada. . . .
1t Jornada Internacional sobre Representagdes Sociais (jrs), Florianapolis, Brazil.
International Meeting on Focus Group and sk, Maison Suger, Paris, France.
Symposium on SR and Media studies, Maison Suger, Paris, France.
¢ International Conference on sr “Thinking Societies: Common Sense and Commu-
nication”, Stirling, UK. . '
6™ Alpe-Adria Congress of Psychology, Pecs, Hungary — Symposium dedicated to
SR.
4™ International Congress of Social Psychology in french language — ADRripPs —
Athens, Greece — Symposium dedicated to sr.

. . PP
13" General Meeting of the EAESP, San Sebastian, Spain — Symposium: Eocml

. . . ) X

Memory and emotional impact towards traumatic collective events: the 1" Sep-
tember”. - . 3
3" Jornada Internacional sobre Representagdes Sociais (rs) and First Brazilian
Conference on Social Representations, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.
1™ Day on Social Representations, Buenos Aires, Argentina. '
I International Congress on Studies of the Imaginary and Social Representations,
Cuernavaca, Mexico. ‘
v International Graduated Conference on Social Psychology, Cambridge, UK —
Symposium dedicated to sr. '
#* International Conference on sR “Social Representations and Interaction Forms:
groups, community, social movements”, Guadalajara, Mexico. . .
International Meeting on Collective Memory and Shared Representations in
France, Aix-en-Provence, France. ‘ ' Socil
xxX InterAmerican Congress, Buenos Aires, Argentina — Symposium: “Soci
Representations, Construction and Social Practices”. ) .
v Jornada Internacional sobre Representagdes Sociais (JIRs), Jodo Pessoa, Brazil.
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2006 & International Conference on sk “Media and Society”, Rome, Italy.

2007V Jornada Internacional sobre Representagdes Sociais (jirs) e m Conferencia
Brasileira sobre Representacoes Sociais, Brasilia, Brazil.

2007 11 National Day on Social Representations: “Representaciones Sociales, minorias
activas y memoria social”, Buenos Aires, Argentina.

2007 v National arp Congress — Social Psychology Section — Symposium: “Le Rap-
presentazioni del Sociale”, Cesena, Italy.

In examining this time line, some initial reflections emerge:

- specialised meetings dedicated to sr began in 1982, more than 20 years af-
ter the introduction of the sr construct in 19615

— the organisation of the 1 International Conference on SR (Ravello, 1992)
marked the passage towards the institutionalisation of contacts within the sci-
entific community inspired by the Srr;

~ the progressive enlargement to non-European cultural contexts is indicat-
ed by the organisation of conferences on other continents: i.e. the Americas,
where conferences were held in Latin America, Canada and the us and the re-
cent decision taken during the 8% 1csk in Rome to hold the 9™ 1csR in Indone-
sia. This is the first bi-annual conference to be held in Asia;

— 1992 has particular significance in the institutional history of this theory. In
the same year, the European Ph.D. on Social Representations and Communi-
cation was launched as a new curriculum within the Erasmus programme co-
ordinated by the Sapienza - University of Rome?.

The enormous quantity of literature produced during the various kinds of
meetings (small workshops, symposia, conferences etc.) makes it impossible to
do a comprehensive treatment of the subject in this article.

For the purpose of this study, it was necessary to circumscribe the field of in-
quiry to focus attention only on the 6 International Biannual Conferences on sR.

In fact, as one of this scientific community’s fundamental institutional con-
texts for the dissemination and development of related research areas, we be-
lieve that the Biannual International Conferences on sR are significant places
for «the contagion of ideas from neighbour to neighbour», according to Dan
Sperber’s epideniiology of ideas (Sperber, 1990).

Graumann’s important work (1998) in reconstructing the process of defin-
ing the scientific identity of EAESP via the contacts, dedication and passion of a
series of protagonists in the history of social psychology comes to mind, as well
as what Tapia says in his Collogues et sociétés (1980) on the theme of the differ-
ence between meetings and congresses. In terms of characteristics and proce-
dures, these emerge as two extremes along the institutional/informal continu-
um and have a cascade of consequences in the area of content and function.

In line with Sperber’s epidemiology of ideas, the intent is not so much
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geared towards the construction of an “all-inclusive” theory on the transmis-
sion, combination and “becoming” of ideas, but rather towards. providing
more questions. In the case in point, the questions, among oth.ers, mclude:.

- does the kind of scientific production elaborated in the SRT field, alo.ng with
the variable Type of Communication (with theoretical/emplrlcal modalities) as
well as the variable Type of Reference to ST, change in relation to the geograph-
ic dimension (variable Author’s institution Country)? ‘ ‘

- is it possible to produce a chart of thematic interests in relation to the geo-
graphic/cultural dimension? N ' .

— inthe process of charting these interests, is it possible to point out the even-
tual effects of an additional variable, the temporal dimension?

4
Research Sources: Abstracts

from the Biannual International Conferences on SR

The sources of our study are the papers presented during the 8" Internation-
al Conference on sR. More precisely, as the units of analysis we have only used
the abstracts of papers presented in the languages formally accc?pted for the
conferences (English, French, Spanish). Specifically, the following abstracts
were retrieved and analysed:

TABLE 1 . _
Sources for the meta-theoretical analysis — Paper abstracts presented to the Biannual Inter

national Conferences on sr

N. of papers  N. of abstracts % of abstracts

Variables Year Conferences Location

and Country presented analysed analysed
.
Conferences 1992 I 1CSR — Ravello, Italy ’6.3 30" retrievable .8
participants  to date

1994 1" I1csR — Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 114 114 7

1996 ¥ ICsR — Aix-en-Provence, France 200 163 10
1998 v 1csR — Mexico City, Mexico 233 231 14.2
2000 V¥ ICSR — Montreal, Canada 256 249 12. 3
2002 VI ICsR — Stirling, UK 271 269 16.5
2004 VI 1CSR — Guadalajara, Mexico 266 266 18.;

2006 vi™ 1CsR - Rome, Italy 328 307 18.
Total L73I 1.629 100
18.8

Years 1992-1997 377 307 »
1998-2002 760 749 ]

2004-2006 594 573 35.
Total L73I 1.629 100

a

ici not know how
* From the Ravello Conference program we know that there were 63 partici an;stﬁ)?lﬁzzlesrb \rv; ed;ged ;) knowr how
many papers were presented by each. Therefore, we cannot quantify the total co
portion that we cover with the abstracts that are available.
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No sampling was done on this corpus of texts. Instead, we analysed the total
number of abstracts in the language requested by the conference’s organizers
and retrievable to date. Abstracts in Portuguese or in Italian were not includ-
ed in our corpus. Therefore 1.629 abstracts were meta-analysed out of the 1.731
abstracts submitted.

The international recognition gained by meta-theoretical analysis project
was the basis for obtaining the crucial co-operation of the organisers of the
conferences under study, to whom we are very grateful’.

S
Presentation of Data Collection and Analysis Techniques

Data analysis was carried out on various levels and with different goals:
1. first, a rather general descriptive review based on the exploratory analysis
of frequencies and cross-frequencies;
2. then, a much deeper descriptive analysis on the statistical/conceptual
structure of the reality of our study’s object, conducted thanks to the HUDAP
software package (version 1995-98) and an Analysis of Multiple Correspon-
dences (acM) performed with sPAD-N (version 4.3).

The logic of analysis of the structure from several perspectives has multi-
ple purposes:
— the possibility of integrating, strengthening, clarifying or reorganising what
emerges concerning the object of our study from analyses in various perspectives;
— and, last, but not least, identifying the points of continuity or divergence
of the two different qualitative daza analysis approaches;
~ exploring the potential of the HUDAP software package for meta-theoreti-
cal analysis of sr literature;

~ bringing acquisitions obtained thanks to this program’s procedures to the
AcM, even if only as a comparison.

6
The HuDAP Statistical Software Package

HUDAP (Hebrew University Data Analysis Package) is a multi-purpose software
package that contains programmes that carry out descriptive statistical studies
and contain methods developed by Guttman, that are, even if often unsystemat-
ically, widely used in the social sciences such as monotonicity coefficient or facet
analysis (Amar, Toledano, 1994). The HUDAP methods we used were:

— FREQ., MULTABS, CRST sections in the preliminary phase. Because of this we

calculated percentage, crossing frequencies and the Chiz tests for the intersec-
tions of some interesting variables.



_ MONCO section, to obtain the matrices of Guttman’s monotonicity coeffi-
cients, to be analysed and utilised as input for successive analyses.

_ wssar (Weighted Smallest Space Analysis). This is the procedure we used
the most. It provides a graphic representation of the relationships between
variables in a set of “n” objects. In fact, given a matrix {Rij} that contains co-
efficients of similarity between pairs within a given set of variables, the wWssAz
section enables us to study the matrix via its principal output, namely the
Space Diagram. It represents each Vi as a point inside the dimension chosen
by the researcher as the smallest possible distance from another Vj. Thus, the
points are located in the space in a way that best satisfies the condition of mo-
notonicity* and it is possible to show which kinds of variables result closer each
other, and therefore more closely correlated.

The accuracy of such a representation is valuable thanks to other outputs
of the same section: the Alienation Coefficient and the Shepard Diagram.

THE FACET ANALYSIS is based on the Facet Theory (Canter, 1985). Starting
from the Space Diagram, it is possible to obtain a Facet Diagram. This allows
the graphic visualisation of the correspondence in specific regions of the space
between the empirical distribution of data relative to the variables and the def-
inition of their facets. Each facet expresses its own domain, an area of the uni-
verse of content. Its definition will be provided by the set of variables and their
modalities (concept subsets), which in the researchers’ hypotheses are tied to
that domain and therefore go together.

The spatial arrangement of those regional correspondences implies an in-
terpretation as much in respect to the verification of the expected co-occur-
rences as to the relationships between the various facets.

Principal Results by Frequencies Distribution Analysis

First of all, according to the table 1, during the time span from the 1** Confer-
ence (Ravello, 1992) to the latest International Conference (Rome, 2006), one
notes a numerical growth in participation that we do not hesitate to define as
exponential. As the data clearly demonstrates, this growth included diversifi-
cation not only in the content, but also in the range of geographic/ cultural ori-
gins and theoretical and methodological interests.

The pace of this impressive growth does not slow down until 2006.

What emerges in relation to the variable Years is the result of this situation.

Tt shows frequencies of 18.61% for the period 1992-97, 45.39% for the period
1998-2002 and 36% for the period 2003-06. The decreasing percentage for the
third period 2003-06 is simply due to the categorisation effect related to the §
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or L. .

e of ICSR mcl‘udec‘l in this period (only the vir and v 1csr, com
previous periods including three conferences each) ’ -

TABLE 2

Language distribution i
guage distribution in the 8" International Biannual Conferences on sg

Langua, )
guage LICSR 11 ICSR IT1 ICSR IV ICSR

Italy Brazil France VICSR VI ICSR VII ICSR VI ICSR

X Mexico  Canad :
Engllsh @ @ 6 4 UK Mexico Italy
F h 4 68 58
renc ) 5 @ 6 gz @
@)

Spanish o
° °
46 47
45

We ; SERT .

o C\Z:uii also (liﬂFe to highlight the increase registered in the number of ab

e Wﬁh i}elmi/[ in the three languages (English, French and Spanish) be ?n_

s WL e1 exico City conference (1998), and the relations betweength-

dominanc efa;guag}:: ior the abstract and the 1csr country’s location 't}(:

e of French for the conferen i : > W

Fr - ces organised in Aix-en-P

coi?;:e I()IH ICER)I (zllgd in Montreal, Canada (v 1csr), and of Spanisinforr?};,ence’

the abstr:is sib HIII: MCXLCO (}I)V and V11 1csR), while the choice of Englis;t}zcr)
ssion has been domi i fead

and V11 1058) and UK (V1 108%) inant in the ICsR.s organised in Italy (1

FIGURE 1

Distributi i
ibution of frequencies the variable “Type of Communication”

19.7%

® Theoretical
B Empirical

—

80.3%
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The variable Type of Communication specifies the nature of the papers whose
abstracts were analysed. As seen in figure 1, the two modalities appear rather
weighted towards the empirical rather than the theoretical. In the corpus of re-
search composed of 1.629 abstracts, only 19.7% of papers result theoretical,
against 80.3% empirical.

Given that conferences are opportunities for presentation and exchange of
experiences concerning interests and research pursued contingently, and the
limits laid down by the conference environment (i.e. theoretical papers are
mainly by invitation, as well as key lectures and symposia introductions), we
do not interpret this data as evidence of a lack of theoretical interest, but rather
as an indicator of a prevalent practice in conference organisation for many so-
cial science fields and in most areas of social psychology. It will be more inter-
esting to compare this data with the results that emerge from the meta-theo-
retical analysis of the complete body of sr literature concerning the same vari-
able. This will help us understand if the approach to skt is used as a general
framework of reference for empirical investigation or as both theory driven
and a tool for research programs.

As the various types of reference to the SRT are not mutually exclusive, we
had to treat them as a body of dichotomic variables with present/absent
modalities. In figure 2 we provide a comparison between percentages for the
“present” modality of these 8 variables.

FIGURE 2
Distribution of frequencies for the variable “Type of Reference to SkT” (in percentage)
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What emerges from the percentages is a disproportional weight for General
rcjferencex to the SRT (55%). Among the more frequent specific references, the
highest values are for both Meza-theory Related (12.4%) and Structure Related
(10.5%). This is not surprising if we look at it in the context of the phase of
meta-theoretical reflection that has begun in recent years (de Rosa, 1994a) and
the widespread diffusion of the Central Nucleus Theory (Abric, 1976)

FIGURE 3
Distribution of frequencies for the variable “Thematic Areas” (in percentage)

The Thematic Areas (FIG. 3) are distributed in two large, relatively homogenous
groups across our corpus.

The first group, with more elevated frequencies, contains: Politics and Ide-
ology (11.6%), Theory, Meta-theory and Methodological Issues (10.6%), Devel-
opment and Education (10.5%), Health/Illness (10.2%), Econonzics- Work-Orga-
nization (8.1%).

T.he second group, with lower frequencies, consists of: Communication and
multimedia (51%), Gender (s%), Environment (4%), 1dentity (3.9%), Interper-
sonal and Inter-group Relationships (3.8%), Culture (3.6%), Deviance (2.9%)
Technology (2.3%), and Social psychology and other (1.8%).

ThG‘: modality More than one thematic area represents, in any case, 16.5% of
the entire corpus under analysis, showing the highest tendency of research pro-
grammes focused on an interrelated approach to more than one thematic area
(for example health and environment or development and gender).

’
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Some interesting results also emerged concerning the distribution of the
variable “nationality”.

FIGURE 4 o
Distribution of frequencies for the variable “Continent of Authors’ Institution”* (in per-

centage)
44.7

Bz

* We decided to differentiate the Continent America into two cultural areas related to North (us and Canada) aq;il
Central/South America (all the Latin American Countries) due to the different epistemological traditions in Soci
Psychology (cf. Moscovici, Markova, 2006).

Following the European contribution (44.7%) the strong Latin America.n pat-
ticipation in the International Conferences immediately stands out w?'th its fre-
quency of 43.2% of the total of papers presented in the entire series of the
1csr. Three of them were held in Latin American countries, i.e. Brazil and Mex-
ico. In addition to the North American contributors (6.5%), also appears the
participation of authors coming from other continents, like Africa, Australia
and Asia, where there has as yet not held an 1csr.

Looking more in detail at individual country participation, we note that
France is the most active with 17.3%.

Besides these two exceptional cases, we can identify three fundamentally
homogenous groups.

T}?e first groug is composed of the United Kingdom, Canada and Italy,
with 6.8%, 6.8% and 5.3% respectively. Portugal, with 2.9%, and Eastern Eu-
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rope, with 2.7%, represent an intermediate level between the first and the sec-
ond group, which is composed of Switzerland (1.5%), Northern European
Countries (1.4%), Belgium (1.1%), the United States (1.2%), Greece (0.8%),
Spain (1.9%) and the Middle East (1.3%). The third group, whose frequency
threshold is (1%), includes Germany (0.6%), Austria (0.7%), Australia
(0.6%), India (0.2%) and Africa and Japan (0.1%). Finally, the frequencies of
international and intercontinental collaborations are respectively 1.7% and
1.6%, showing collaborative research programmes and co-authorships at the
cross-country and cross-continental level.

8
Comparison between Profiles Presented by European, Latin American
and North American Papers for Chosen Indicators

Given a hypothesis of differentiation on the basis of geographic/cultural ori-
gin (relative to, at least, three areas: Europe, Latin America and North Amer-
ica) and according to the previous literature on the subject (i.e. de Rosa, 2002a:
de Rosa, d’Ambrosio, 2003), we think it is consistent to perform a very close
examination (“zoom”) of the data related to each of these three areas and then
compare them. For reasons of space, we decided to present only the figures re-
lated to the main indicators of the literature’s general profile.

The first indicator under consideration was participation in the confer-
ences.

We are not surprised by what figures s, 6 and 7 highlight in terms of the
number of papers presented at each conference. In the framework of a contin-
uous general growth in participation, each of the three areas have particularly
significant peaks corresponding to the conferences held in places more easily
accessible in terms of distance. These are, for Europe, the 1%, 3™, 6™ and espe-
cially the 8% conferences held respectively in Ravello, Aix-en-Provernce, Stir-
ling and Rome. For Latin America, these are the 2™, the 4" and the 7™, held
respectively in Rio de Janeiro, Mexico City and Guadalajara. For North Amer-
icait is the 5™, held in Montreal. Despite the presence of some researchers from
Latin America and North America, the ™ International Conference on SR in
Ravello saw significant participation only by Europeans. We think this is not
because of the geographical distance, but mainly because contacts started to
be established later on, thanks in part to the “snow ball” effect of the interna-
tional conferences in promoting scientific relations among the skT inspired
community on both sides of the Atlantic.
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FIGURE §
Distribution of frequencies for the variable “Participation to Conferences” in the Furopean
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FIGURE 6
Distribution of frequencies for the variable “Participation to Conferences” in the Latin

American Literature
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FIGURE 7
Distribution of frequencies for the variable “Participation to Conferences” in the North
American Literature

In the “macro areas” groupings, we also found it interesting to try and under-
stand what were the effective contributions of the individual countries that
make up the groups. For example, in Europe, the prominent role played by
France (38.8%) is clear, as its production represents a third of European pa-
pers under consideration. In decreasing order, the other significant contribu-
tions were those of the United Kingdom (15.3%), Italy (15.2%), Portugal
(6.5%) and Eastern European Countries (6.1%).

FIGURE 8
Distribution of frequencies for the variable “Participation to Conferences by Country” in
the European Literature (in percentage)
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FIGURE 9 . o
Distribution of cross frequencies for the variable “Participation to Conferences by Coun-
try” in the Latin American Literature (in percentage)
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Concerning Latin America, it is interesting to note the role of Brazilian re-
searchers (49.3%). In the North American context, the predominance of Ca’na-
dian papers is even more overwhelming: 80.95% compared to the United
States’ production of 19.5%.

FIGURE 10 ) ).
Distribution of frequencies for the variable “Participation to Conferences by Country” in

the North American Literature (in percentage)

Canada
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To deepen our cross-cultural comparison, as far as the variable Type of Paper
is concerned, we find a certain distance between Europe and North America
on one hand, which, although not even reaching 25% of the theoretical papers
produced, still shows a certain interest for this type of approach. On the oth-
er hand, Latin America definitely seems more oriented towards a more empir-
ical production.

FIGURE 11

Distribution of frequencies for the variable “Type of Papers” in the European, in the North
American, in the Latin American Literature
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The same kind of dynamic seems to surface again concerning the variable Ges-
eral Reference to the srT (present/absent), even if, in this case, some differences
arise between the European and North American literature. In fact, in this case
the reference to the srr is specifically linked to paradigmatic aspects with more
frequency in the European case (47% in European literature vs. 38% in North
American literature).

Therefore, it is clear from the above that a pattern is developing.

Compared with European literature production (more theoretical in style
and oriented towards the development of the skT via studies exploring certain
paradigmatic aspects), we find that Latin American literature, being prevalent-
ly empirical and referring in a general way to the SRT, seems more interested in
the applications of the theory as a tool to interpret social phenomena. There-

fore, there is a two-sided debate between two different ways to do research in
Social Psychology.
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FIGURE 12
Distribution of frequencies for the variable “Type of Reference to SRT” in European, North
American, and Latin American Literature
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But how does North America fit into this line of reasoning?

North America presents the highest value of theoretical communications
among the three areas. Concerning the second variable General Reference to
SRT, with 5% of papers referring to the ST in a rather general way, North
America is placed in an intermediate position in relation to the other two ar-
eas.

The first explanation that comes to mind is that the North American liter-
ature pays more attention to real or potential relationships with other theories
and constructs than to paradigmatic references to srr. Unfortunately, the pe-
culiar limits of our unit of analysis (the conferences’ abstracts) do not allow us
to explore this path. For the moment, we raise this question in the hope that
we will later be able to find a proper response, comparing these results with
those emerging from the meta-theoretical analysis of all the papers.

Let us turn now to the Thematic Areas. This is, perhaps, the aspect in which
the geographic/cultural context has the most influence. Let us not forget that
Social Representations are defined as a “product-process” which is elaborat-
ed in respect to socially significant objects. It would make no sense to study
the SR of an object that is not salient for the community of reference.
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FIGURE 13

Distribution of frequencies for the variable “Distribution of Thematic Areas” in European
Literature (in percentage)

FIGURE 14

Distribution of frequencies for the variable “Distribution of Thematic Areas” in Latin
American Literature (in percentage)
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FIGUERE 1§
Distribution of frequencies for the variable “Distribution of Thematic Areas” in North

American Literature (in percentage)
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The strength of the link between the actual social/cultural/economic context
and the choice of subject of inquiry clearly emerges from a simple observation.
The thematic areas most covered in Latin America are Development and edu-
cation (14.8%), together with Politics and ideology (14.4%). In Europe it is
Meta-theory (14%) and in North America, Development and education (19.2%).
Health/illness as a thematic area is relatively equally distributed, with high per-
centages in all the conferences.

This result is also visible in relation to the different significance of the var-
ious thematic areas of the papers for each conference (TABLE 3). It is true that
in certain countries, certain themes are more salient in SR research than in oth-
ers. Therefore, where those countries are more present, we find that in the de-
bate, these thematic areas are more central than others. This is again the case
of issues such as Polstics and ideology, that are very important for the countries
of Latin America and take on a certain amount of importance in the second
and fourth conferences. Development and education, in the forefront of Cana-
dian interests, is very important in the fifth Conference.

Concerning the methodological aspect, we note the prevalence of descrip-
tive designs in all contexts. Despite this, however, some differences exist. Prob-
ably thanks to the papers from the Aix-en-Provence School and more in gen-
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eral to the influence of the EAESP, in European there is a presence of experimen-
tal and quasi-experimental designs. In Latin American and, surprisingly, also in
North American (mainly Canadian) contributions we notice a strong preva-
lence of descriptive designs. However, a presence for quasi-experimental and
experimental research designs in all three categories is maintained, even if on-
ly minimally.

Before moving on to other analyses, a final result that we would like to
highlight is the distribution of studies conducted with the collaboration of
more than one nation. While not having particularly high frequencies and on-
ly 19 in number, they assume a particular significance in the framework of this
analysis.

FIGURE 16
Distribution of frequencies for the variable “International and Intercontinental co-opera-
tions”

Scientific Cooperation

International Intercontinental
Cooperations Cooperations
s1% 49%

In contrast with previous results based on the analysis of the Biannual Inter-
national Conferences from Ravello (1992) to Stirling (2002) (cf. de Rosa, d’Am-
brosio, 2003), here international cooperation (50.9%) is slightly increased, as
compared to intercontinental collaboration efforts (49.1%).

Looking more closely, we note how more than half of intercontinental col-
laborative research programs are between France and Brazil. Less than a quarter
involves other nations, specifically in two cases: the first case is the United King-
dom, Austria and India and the second, Switzerland, Mexico and Canada (Que-
bec). We wish to further specify that of the seven France/Brazil collaborative
trans-cultural research projects, three were led by Paris academic circles and
four by Aix-en-Provence. At this point, an observation emerges: when a refer-
ence to the structure of Social Representations appears — most often cited in
Latin American paper abstracts — it is actually related to the Aix-en-Provence
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structuralist approach. As Aix has participated in many collaborative research
programs with Brazil, we interpret these results both as a sign of that famous
“neighbour to neighbour contagion effect” that Sperber speaks about and as a
consequence of the multiplying role played by the increasing mobility between
France and Brazil of professors, researchers and even doctoral research trainees.

9
Cross Frequencies and Chiz Test Results Analysis

From the cross frequencies tables, it is clear how thematic areas are treated in
different ways in relation to the external variables Type of Communication and
Conference.

Furthermore, these differences in the distribution of the cross frequencies
have undergone the Chiz test in order to verify their non-randomness.

Table 3 shows that the most frequent thematic area for papers from the
International Conference on sk (Ravello, 1992) was Theory, Meta-theory and
methodological Issues. It was the subject of 11 out of 30 papers.

The other thematic area central to this Conference was Health/Illness (6
papers out of 30). On the other hand, Health/Illness shows relevant frequencies
in every international conference, especially the ones held in Réo de Janeiro
(1994) and Aix-en-Provence (1996), where it represented the most important
thematic area with, respectively, percentages of 16.66% and 14.72%.

Also taking into account that its frequencies are still high in the more re-
cent conferences, we can consider Health/Illness as a topical category for re-
search in sR. In the Mexico City corpus it actually represented 9.87%, in Mon-
treal 12.9%, in Stitling 14.87%, in Guadalajara 4.9% and in Rome 4.22%.

The 4™ s 6™ and 7" Conferences show instead the highest frequencies for
DPolstics and ideology (Mexico City, 15.45%, Stitling 15.24% and Guadalajara
10.41%) and Development and education (Montreal, 14.16% and Guadalajara
10.78%).

Finally, the last conference, held in Rome, shows the highest frequencies
for Communication and Multimedia (10.6%), consistent with the title chosen
for the conference. As de Rosa (2006b) pointed out, in the organisation of a

conference there are, in fact,

St

at least two decisions [...] particularly interesting to take: the choice of the main theme
(and therefore of the title) and the place, for the event venue, respectively correspon-
ding to the conceptual and the physical zopos, both related to the conference symbol-
ic space to convene the participants. The choice of the main theme of the 2006 confer-
ence, Social Representations Media and Society, was guided by the desire to stress the
importance of developing the research area in the field of Social Representation with
a strong connection with the Communication studies.
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Distribution of cross-frequencies for the variables “Thematic Areas” by “Conference”

TABLE 3

Rome

Guadalajara

Stirling
6.4%

Montreal

Mexico City

Aix

Rio
3.6%
1.8%
1.8%
6.3%
6.3%
15.3%

Ravello

18.3%
8.3%
2.4%
14.8%
1.8%
8.9%

4.9%
3.1%
5.6%
17.9%

6.4%
3.4%

3.3%
5.0%

5.4%

3.6%
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0.0%
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7.7%
3.0%
12.4%
100%

17.3%
1.9%
8.6%

100%

15.4%
0.4%
11.7%

100%

13.6%
2.9%
12.8%
100%

16.0%
2.7%
15.6%
100%

13.0%
3.1%
11.8%
100%

14.4%
0.9%
9.9%
100%

7.1%
3.6%
39.3%
100%
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Meta-theory
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It articulated a variety of societal issues, which were mediated and construct-
ed via interactions in a multi-media communication system.

Examining the eight scientific events, Politics and ideology appears as a sen-
sitive thematic area in all conferences except the r*t (Ravello, 1992) and the 8™
1csk (Rome, 2006). It is the second most relevant thematic area at the 3, the
s and the 7 1csR and the third at the 2™ 1csR (after Econonzy-work-organiza-
tion).

In addition, we would like to note two relatively «<new increasing» themat-
ic areas, namely Culture and Deviance, beginning with the s 1csr (Montreal,
2000).

As far as our data shows, both of these did not exist at the Ravello Confer-
ence, but they show a significant growth in later conferences.

We note an inversion of their positions during the last two conferences,
where Deviance decreases to 3.35% in the 7 1csk (Guadalajara, 2004) and to
just 1.30% in the 87 1csR (Rome, 2006) and Culture, that represented just 1.86%
in the Guadalajara corpus, reaches 4.55% in Rome.

Another area that has not been dealt with since the Rio conference is Tech-
nology. It seems that it represented an interesting research topic in the second
half of 90’s, but it is completely absent in the Guadalajara and Rome corpus,
where the topic of Technology — when present — was also treated as an element
of the more complex Communication and Multi-media system.

Another thematic area Environment, which was mostly dealt with in Rio,
also shows a negative trend.

One important thing to note is the role of the 2" 1csr (Rio de Janeiro, 1994)
as the most productive scientific focal point for the development of new #he-
matic areas. Also, for the 3 1cSR (Aix-en-Provence, 1996), it is possible to see
a quantitative jump in many thematic areas that were beginning to show uni-
form or growing frequencies. This is true for thematic areas such as: Develop-
ment and education which, showing a growth trend, went from 6.14% of pa-
pers at Rio to 9% at Aix; Gender, from 6.14% to 8%; and Inter-personal and
inter-group relationships from 2.63% to 6.50%. Both showed proportionally
stable trends in subsequent conferences. The same is true for Social Psycholo-
gy and other disciplines.

Cross frequencies and Chiz appear to highlight the association between
Thematic areas and Conferences (Communication and Multimedia by Confer-
ences Chiz = 22.994; d.f. = 7; p = 0.002; Culture by Conferences Chiz = 14.16;
d.f.=7; p=0.048).

In the following sections, we are going to deal with some of the most inter-
esting correlations between external variables (type of paper) and a few inter-

nal ones, namely, References to the SRT.
As far as the section References to the srT is concerned, the results show the
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importance of the relations between the General Reference sk and the Type of
Paper: Empirical. 87% of the communications showing a general reference to
SRT are empirical, and 30% of the communications with a specific paradigmat-
ic reference to sr are theoretical. Such a strong association is also confirmed by
the Chiz results (Chiz = 67.3; d.f. = 1; p = 0.01).

In addition, if we look at the percentages of both these variables in our
population (cf. FIG. 1), we realize how important this relationship is. If we con-
sider the dimension Type of paper, the modality Empirical scores reach 80.3%
of the entire sample and the variable General Reference to srT is present in
61.7% of the cases.

From a closer analysis of the cross frequencies of the variables Type of Pa-
per with the specific references to srT we notice first a general figure of partic-
ularly low frequencies (except in the case of M. eta-theory and Structure related)
and a lesser importance for empirical papers focusing on main aspects of skr.
This is particularly true in the case of Genesis related, Transmission, Functions
related and Meta-theory related.

The cross frequencies between Type of Communications and Meta-theory
related show, for the very first time, a major proportion of theoretical commu-
nications. This is not surprising. On the contrary, we intuitively would have ex-
pected an even larger theoretical dimension for this variable. We explain this
result as due to the prospective and retrospective reconsideration of interest
for theoretical issues in relation to the critical debate that has emerged in cer-
tain areas of research, as well as to the methodological inquiry that is encom-
passed in our definition of meta-theoretical reference vis-g-vis the theory in the
last decades (for example, the radical discourse analysis position: cf. de Rosa
20063). ’

Furthermore, the high percentage (12.4%) that this variable has in the pop-
ulation partially reassesses the reported figure for the variable Type of Paper
although most of the communication is empirical, it seems that this does no£
entail a lack of interest for theoretical and meta-theoretical issues.

10
Structural Analysis Based on the Results
of the Weighted Smallest Space Analysis and Facet Analysis

The results deriving from the statistical analysis based on the Facet Theory are
even more interesting, given the structural view of the data. Figure 17 is a Space
Dlagram, the output of the Weighted Smallest Space Analysis (wssar)’. In this
figure, the product of all the correlations between all the internal variables
jcaken with their sign and intensity, is expressed in spatial terms. The underly-,
ing assumption is that each variable in the conceptual space “object of study”
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(represented as a statistical space) assumes a certain POSiti(.)l’.l asa STI}IDCU'OIEI zf
the importance of its correlation with all others. Thls position will be in
enced by the stronger relationships as well as by their dl‘rectlon. _—
Given that each internal variable interacts not only with one other, but wit
all others, the relationships verified via “bivariated” an?lyses will not nes:es?]ar-
ily be maintained in their entirety. In the comprehenslve group dynatm.lcbt1 ey
can be reinforced, weakened or modified by the influence of other variables.

FIGURE 17 - . .
wssar Related to Internal variables: Thematic Areas Session and Reference to SRT Session

and to External variables: Empirical and Theoretical
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cloud of central variables, concentrically and in relation to the variables with
which they are most correlated.

These have less shared characters but, in a way, define the meaning of the
central variables.

Not surprisingly, in our figure the central variables are all the conferences
except the first. Ravello is off-centre because of the distinctly theoretical and
meta-theoretical character of the papers presented there, little correlated with
other aspects specified by the external sector in its zone of influence (the the-
matic areas Meta-theory and Social Psychology and Other Disciplines).

In the external sector next to the 2° 1csr (Rio de Janeiro, 1994), the 3™ 1csr
(Aix-en-Provence, 1996) and the 4™ 1csr (Mexico City, 1998) as well as Montre-
al, the thematic area Heath/illness is found in an intermediate position be-
tween these four conferences, since it played an important role in all of them.
Meanwhile, it sits on the opposite side of the 8% 1csr (Rome, 2006) and the 7
ICsR (Guadalajara, 2004), consistent with the decrease in interest registered
during these last two conferences.

Near the 7 1csr (Guadalajara, 2004), the s* 1csk (Montreal, 2000), the 4%
ICSR (Mexico City, 1998) and the 6™ 1csR ( Stirling, 2002), we have General Ref-
erence to SRT, from which all the other thematic areas radiate out to a more ex-
ternal sector. These are close to the conferences in which they found the most
space: Development between the s 1csr (Montreal, 2000) and the 7%
1csR(Guadalajara, 2004), Politics and ldeology between the 4™ 1csR (Mexico
City, 1998) and the 7" icsr (Guadalajara, 2004), Economy between the 2™ 1csr
(Rio de Janeiro, 1994) and the 4™ icsk (Mexico City, 1998), Identity between the
6™ 1csR (Stirling, 2002) and the 7 1csr (Guadalajara, 2004), and Technology
near the 3 1csR (Aix-en-Provence, 1996).

The central position of the variable General Reference to srT in reference
to most of the thematic areas and three of the four conferences held in the
Americas (Guadalajara, Mexico City, Montreal) highlights the contrast be-
tween this side of the data structure and the region embedded between the
four conferences held in Europe (Ravello, Aix-en-Provence, Rome and Stir-
ling). Here we find all specific References to the Paradigmatic Aspects of sr: sr
Structure and Transformation closer to the 37 1csr (Aix-en-Provence, 1996), SR
Processes closer to the 6 1csr (Stirling, 2002), s Transmission closer to the 8%
ICSR (Rome, 2006), and Meta-theory related closer to the 1 IcsR (Ravello, 1992).
SR Functions and Genesis are located at the very centre of this region.

Further out, in a more external layer, we find the thematic areas Socia/ Psy-
chology and Other Disciplines and Meta-theory close to the 1™ 1CsR (Ravello,
1992) and Communications and Multimedia, as well as Culture, close to the 8™
ICSR (Rome, 2006). This is consistent with the cross frequencies showing high
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values of these thematic areas during the 1 and the 8" international confer-
ences (respectively Ravello and Rome, both in Ttaly).

This structure leads us to expect some sort of differentiation between the
conferences held in the Americas (Rio de Janeiro, 1994; Mexico City, 1998;
Montreal, 2000 and Gualdalajara, 2004) which can be characterised as having
more “applied” interests, and those held in Europe (Ravello, 1992; Aix-en-
Provence, 1996; Stirling, 2002 and Rome, 2008) that seem more tied to interest
in the theory’s paradigmatic aspects. The conference held in Stirling plays an
intermediate role, located between the two regions.

Examining the positions of the external variables Theoretical papers and
Empirical papers that projected onto this structure can provide a new perspec-
tive that corroborates the interpretation we have given so far.

In fact, the external variables are distributed in a clearly antithetic and
bipolar way. Namely, the variable Enzpirical paper (Empirical), is outside the
cloud of variables, while Theoretical paper (Theoretical) is inside, even if not in
a central position. At first glance, this position is surprising, if we take into ac-
count the high frequency reported for empirical papers within the study pop-
ulation as well as the fact that most conferences confirmed the prevalence of
empirical papers.

On closer examination, however, we notice that the variable Theoretical pa-
pers assumes a special position. It is projected exactly in the centre of the region
tor Meta-theoretical and Specific References to Paradigmatic Aspects of SRT de-
limited by the four conferences held in Europe (Ravello, Aix-en-Provence, Stir-
ling and Rome) and by the thematic areas associated to these conferences (re-
spectively Meta-theory and Social Psychology and Other Disciplines, for Ravello
and Culture and Communication and Multi-Media, for Rome).

We can find an explanation for this result by looking at the cross frequen-
cies distributions for the variables Type of Paper and Type of Reference to SkT.
Here we notice that the most Theoretical Papers (total 18.70%) are also papers
presenting a Not General Reference to sRT (11.50%). Therefore, these are pa-
pers dealing with specific Paradigmatic Aspects of SKT.

Meanwhile, the total number of papers with Not General References to SRT
is much lower than the sum of papers dealing with all Paradigmatic Aspects of
SRT, since the latter are not mutually exclusive variables. On the contrary, a lot
of papers discussing a given paradigmatic aspect also take into account the
others.

This is why the structure of our data is organised around a very cohesive
“theoretical” region that avoids a division into theoretical and empirical sides.

Therefore, the variables Thematic areas and the variable General Reference
to srT are distributed in the most external layer of the cloud, in the sector con-
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cerning the four conferences held in the Americas that even while maintaining
a central position in the cloud, are distributed in the form of a semicircle in the
opposite half of the cloud.

The accuracy of this graphic data representation is confirmed by the Shep-
ard curve.

Given that figure 17 demonstrates our concept’s structure (corpus of papers
presented at the biannual international conferences) and considers as internal
only the variables related to the Thenatic Areas and Specific References to SRt
section, we can ask: how does this structure change if we substitute the vari-
ables related to Specific References to skt section with the Countries of Au-
thors’ Institution? The answer is given in Space Diagram 18.

FIGURE 18
wssar Related to External variables: Empirical vs. Theoretical Papers and to Internal vari-
ables Thematic Areas and Country of Authors’ Institution
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Even if the position of the external variables is the same (i.e. polarised with
Theoretical inside the cloud and Empirical outside), the distribution of the dif-
ferent thematic areas results rather differently. We notice how strong the links
are between different countries and thematic areas.

It would seem that the structure of our conceptual universe doesn’t change
so greatly. Again we find a modular sequential structure, where we can point out
atheoretical region embedded between the four conferences held in Europe and
the four conferences held in the Americas, together with the thematic areas with
higher frequencies for each one of them radiating all around this first region.

The first region surrounds the variable No General Reference to SRT (an area
where abstracts taking into account the paradigmatic aspects of SRT are found).
Here we find thematic areas like Meta-theory, Social psychology and Other dis-
ciplines, Communication, Inter-Personal and Inter-Group Relationships, Identi-
ty and Environment as well as countries like France, Italy, UK, Portugal and
Eastern European Countries.

The variable General Reference to sRT is located in an intermediate area be-
tween the first region and the more external sector.

In this latter sector are located thematic areas like Health/Iliness, Technol-
ogy, Economy, Gender, Development, Deviance, Culture, Politics-Ideology, as
well as countries like Latin America and Canada.

France, the Uk, Canada and also Latin America are in the centre of the
cloud. As they are the countries that present the highest frequencies, they
probably were active in a larger number of thematic areas and participated in
all the conferences.

The alienation coefficient, assumed as an indicator of the fitness of the
model, for this graph is 0,24788.

In figure 19, using as internal variables “references to skr” and as external
variables the eight Icsk.s, we find a structure already seen in figure 17, even if
here it is more marked. Namely, we find a concentration of References to Par-
adigmatic Aspects of ST all around the 1 1csR (Ravello, 1992) in contrast with
the General Reference to SRT that is outside of the cloud of internal variables
and has the 2™, the 6™, the 7* and the 8" conferences sitting in a borderline
position. This is evidence of the increasing trend of scientific production on sk
with a more applied and general perspective.

If, instead we examine the paradigmatic references to skt, we find that the
two axes that pass through the central Ravello conference, link the four con-
ferences located at the extremities of the data (Rio de Janeiro, Montreal and
Rome, Aix-en-Provence) and indicate four regions in this space:

- a first region embedded between the s 1csr (Montreal, 2000), the 1™ ICSR
(Ravello, 1992) and the 8" 1csR (Rome, 2006) represents the literature taking in-
to account the functional aspects of sk;
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FIGURE 19

Wwssa1 Diagram Related to Internal variables: the Session “References to SRT”
to External variables: Ravello, Rio, Aix, Mexico, Montreal, Stirling,

variables and
Guadalajara, Rome
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- in contrast to the first region we find the area defined by the 27 1csr (Rio
de Janeiro, 1994), the r** 1csR (Ravello, 1992) and the 3" 1csR (Aix-en-Provence
1996), where we find a literature concentrating more on the structural dspect;
of sr (consistent with the peculiar interest that the Aix-en-Provence School
gives to these aspects)
— in the third region, located between the 27 1csr (Rio de Janeiro, 1994), the
1" 1CsR (Ravello, 1992) and the 8 1csr (Rome, 2006) we find all the d;ymzmz"c as-
pects of sr with reference to the Transformation of s that represents almost an
overlapping between this region and the structural one. This is consistent with
the importance that the Aix-en-Provence structuralist approach attaches to
the theoretical elaboration on sr Transformation (Flament, 1987), but, also

with the importance that the dynamic processes of s acquire in resear’ch fo-’
cused on Communication and Meta-theoretical studies, the central theme of
the 8% 1csr (Rome, 2006)
— the last region, defined by Aix-en-Provence, Ravello and Montreal, is an \‘
empty space where the only the external variable projected is Mexico City,
which is, in any case, very close to the boundaries of the functional area. , '

’

: |
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FIGURE 20 . ) S
wssar Diagram Related to the 8t 1csr — Internal variables: the “References to SRT” variables,

the “Thematic Areas” variables, the “Methodological Profile”; External variables: Theoret-
ical vs. Empirical
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Related to the data of the 8% 1csr (Rome, 2006), the Space Diagram 20 shows the
well-known circular modular structure, but there is a reversed balance between
the external variables Theoretical and Empirical. Here the variable Empirical is
placed at the centre of the structure while the variable Theoretical is located
outside. What is new here is that at the centre of this structure we observe some
applied research features, such as the choice to use Qualitative an.d Qualz-
Quantitative Data Analysis and the focus on research objects related.wnfh inter-
twined Thematic Areas. This result can be understood as the beginning of a
new approach to psycho-social applied research, one that is more oriented to-
wards taking into consideration the complexity of social phenpmen? both in
the integrated poly-thematic dimension and the methodological d1mens1c?n
(with increasing multi-method research approaches). On the external ‘layer in
the direction of the external variable Theoretical we find the thematic areas
Communication and Theory, Meta-theory and Methodological Issues, together
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with some Reference to Paradigmatic Aspects of SRT such as sr Transmission
and Meta-theory related and France as an Author Institution Country,

1
Results of the Analysis Based on Analysis of Multiple Correspondences

In order to have a deeper understanding of the factors organizing the struc-
ture of our data, using the SPAD-N statistical package (version s5.0), we carried
out, a Multiple Correspondence Analysis (AcM) from which we obtained the
following histogram concerning the variance explained by each factor:

FIGURE 21
Histogram of Factors Figenvalues extracted via Multiple Correspondence Analysis
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12
Description and Interpretation of Factorial Axes

In describing and interpreting the factors and their intersections, we will pay
more attention to the first two factors. In fact, according to the values obtained
after re-evaluation via Benzecri’s Optimalization Formula, the first two factors,
alone, explain more than 96% of the variance.

The figure 22 shows the intersection between the first axis (abscissa) and

the second (ordinate).

12.1. The First Factor. Interpreted as the Opposition
between Empirical vs. Theoretical

The positive semi-axis of the first factor picks up the variables associated to
empirical papers. This is why the modality present for Descriptive Research is
located along this semi-axis. Descriptive research appears to be the most em-
ployed modality in the application of the skT and, according to the global da-
ta, descriptive research designs are in an overwhelming majority.

After the variables Open Instruments of Data Collection, Qualitative Data
Analyses and General Reference to ST, this variable is the one that most orien-
tates the axis, presenting the highest absolute contributions.

According to a decreasing order of test-values, within the illustrative vari-
ables that in their present modality are projected onto this semi-axis we find -
Empirical papers, Guadalajara (8 1csR), the period 2003-2006 Rio (2" 1csR) and
Mexico City (4 1csR). These contrast with the variables Theoretical papers,
1992-1997, Ravello (1** 1CSR), Aix (3 1csR), Montreal (5™ 1CsR), Rome (8t 1csR) and
Stirling (6™ 1csR) on the negative semi-axis, partially confirming the main ws-
sar results that show the different kind of literature presented at the confer-
ences held in Europe and those held in the Americas.

Mirroring the positive semi-axis, on the negative semi-axis we find vari-
ables like Reference to Meta-theory and the thematic area Meta-theory that
strongly orient the semi-axis. ‘

On the negative semi-axis there is also the variables More than one Con-
struct, SR Genests, SR Functions, SR transmission and France which have great
orientation strength on the axis, indicating that papers located on this semi-
axis deal with the theoretical and meta-theoretical level of analysis for the SkT.

FIGURE 22

Crossing First and Second Factorial Axes extracted with the ac
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12.2. The Second Factor. Interpreted as the Opposition between European
and North American Literature vs. Latin American Literature

The second factor extracted expresses the difference in cul.tural contexts and
its influence on literary production in various countries. This rgsult is in agree-
ment with the comparison of descriptive statistics, already_ discussed above
and reflects the polarity expressed by the axis bet\'veen :che literature of Euro-
pean and North American origin and Latin Amen‘can htefature. .
Such a polarity is immediately highlighted by its locatlor} at the extremity
of the negative semi-axis of the present modality of the variable Spamif.) lan-
guage and right after Latin America, General Reference to SrT (that on t ;5,1 ax-
is presents the highest absolute value) and No constructs and concepts, More
Thematic Areas, Politics and 1deology, Identity. _
This combination of modalities and variables leads.us to believe that:
_ this refers to the Latin American literature semi-axis; . .
_  on the level of paradigmatic development of skt and of comparison with
other theories and constructs, the type of papers outlined here is rather free of
specific paradigmatic references to the sgT. o
The modality General Reference to SR present on the same semi-axis rein
forces this reasoning. Based on the comparative statistics, in fact, this variable
characterises Latin American papers. . N '
The discussion is reversed if we take into consideratl'on the positive semi-
axis. Here the highest absolute contributions are associated to the variables
France, French Canada and, along with a specific refe.rence to almost all thce1
paradigmatic aspects of the s as well as oth’er theories anq constructs, an
frequency of the thematic area “meta-theor}f’ . Also, th'e varlable Iflz]tegratz?n
has a high absolute contribution on this semi-axis, consistent with the empir-
ical evidence that among the possible types of reference to ot}_ler theories,
those that sustain the possibility of integration among the theories represent
rity.
the zsa ]i;.lusi’rative variables, the variables Azx (3 1CSR), ]\/‘Iom"real ('sth ICSR)darzld
the period 1992-1997 are projected onto the postl}fwe semi-axis while Gua ala-
jara (7% 1CsR), the period 2003-2006 and Romze (8™ ICSR) onto the ne.ge(lit.lv.e;i "
Taking into account the four quadrants of the factorial plan in ivi 1}11 Y,
we can identify four diffel;lent kinds of literature on sk presented during the 14
m the 1** to the 8" ICSk:
}_leari;ftrl?e first quadrant (positive semi-axis for both the fir§t qnd Seconi fgc-
tor) we find literature based on applied research Wth dexcr{ptzve researclt Z-[
signs and dealing with a large range of methodological options, cross-ci ;Zla_
and inter-group researches adopting oper and/or strucnfreaf instruments o
ta collection and carrying out different kinds of qualitative, quantitative or
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quali-quantitative data analysis. This kind of literature was presented at the
second and fourth conferences held in Latin America (respectively Rio o
Janeiro in 1994 and Mexico City in 1998) and focuses on study objects related
to the Health-1llness and Development and Education thematic areas;
— in the second quadrant (positive semi-axis for the first factor and negative
semi-axis for the second) we find Latin American literature that again seems
to have an applied character, presenting papers based more on longitudinal-
developmental studies, mostly on issues related to Political and Ideological
topics linked with #zore thematic areas with a general reference to srr. In addi-
tion, the kT, is assumed to be the only theoretical framework, and does not
take into account specific relationships with other psychosocial constructs,
This kind of literature is predominantly represented in the 7% 1csr held in
Guadalajara (2004);
— in the third quadrant (negative semi-axis for both the first and second fac-
tor) we find mzeta-theory oriented literature, that concentrates on studying the
relationships between the kT and other psychosocial theories, with a thematic
focus on identity issues. This scientific production is mainly represented by
English and English language papers in the first and in the last international
conference, held respectively in Ravello in 1992 and Rowmze in 2006;
— in contrast with the second quadrant, in the fourth quadrant (negative se-
mi-axis for the first factor and positive semi-axis for the second) we find the
French, Canadian and French language literature on sR, much more oriented to-
wards contributing to the paradigmatic development of the sgr, especially con-
cerning structure and transformation aspects, but also sr Processes, Functions,
Transmission and Genesis. This literature is mainly associated with study ob-
jects related to Inter-personal and Inter-group Relations, Technology and Com-
munication and, even if it does have a strong theoretical interest, it is not nec-
essarily represented by theoretical papers but by theoretically driven empiri-
cal research. Here we also find the contribution to the development of the the-
ory provided by experimental studies or cross-national research. This kind of
literature was principally represented in the 3™ Icsr (Aix-en-Provence, 1996)
and the s* 1csr (Montreal, 2000), while the 6™ 1csr (Stirling, 2002) was located
in a bridge position between this and the first quadrant.

13
Conclufing Remarks

Consistent with Carl Graumann’s reasoning on the production of knowledge
and diffusion of ideas (Graumann, 1998), from the first International Confer-
ence on Social Representations (Ravello, 1992) to the 8% 1csk (Rome, 2006), the
constant growth in participants coming from an ever increasing number of
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countries is an indicator that the Skt has become established as a point of ref-
erence for a large cross-disciplinary network of researchers not only in Social
Psychology but also in other social sciences (Sociology, Anthropology, Media
Studies etc.).

We have also highlighted some specificities related to the socio-cultural con-
text in the phenomenon of the sgr’s diffusion such as the strong relation be-
tween conference location and language options for the papers presented at
the 1csr. Contrary to the tradition of the history of Social Psychology which is
based on the analysis of textbooks where «when the names of scholars,
whether typical or not, who marked the history of social psychology are asso-
ciated with spaces (countries, cities or institutions), the latter are considered
as mere labels» (Kalampalikis, Delouvée, Pétard, 2006, p. 37). Here the socio-
cultural context — considered both in terms of the conference’s “location”, and
with regards to the “authors’ institution Country” — shows a set of significant
results that allow us to assign more value to “place” than simply a physical lo-
cation. Places here are considered in terms of individual and collective scien-
tific activities associated with institutions and their location in a country or on
a continent and go beyond the traditional approach of «history argued for a
conception of scientific work and of science as independent of any geograph-
ic, historical, economical etc., context [...]» where «the history of social of so-
cial psychology is in its essence a history of scholars, who are very often dis-
connected from their workplaces, from their colleagues, from the socio-polit-
ical conditions in which they worked, published and theorized the psycholog-
ical and the social» (¢b4d., p. 39).

Taking into consideration only the first six ICSR, in a previous analysis by
de Rosa and d’Ambrosio (2003) the results of the comparison between both
wssAz and ACM structural analyses identified three profiles of scientific contri-
butions based on authors’ institution countries (European, Latin American
and North American). This mainly concerned the criteria of “thematic areas”
and the “empirical vs. theoretical” character of the scientific production.
Based on the analysis of the abstracts from the entire series of eight ICSR.s, the
results presented here show a new bipolar pattern focusing on the differences
between Latin American and European literature. This is also probably due to
the decrease in participation of North American researchers during more re-
cent conferences.

European origin papers are the most heterogeneous. Their common fea-
ture is an interest in the application of the theory, with a focus on the develop-
ment and articulation of paradigmatic aspects of the theory and meta-theoret-
ical interests.

The numerous Latin American papers are strictly empirical, favour an “ap-
plied” perspective with no interest in the development of the theory per se, but
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see it as a tool for understanding phenomena of social reality significant to
their community (i.e., democracy, social inequality, and socio-economic prob-
lems, health etc.).

Besides the differences, a shared trend emerges from our results in relation
to both transversal thematic areas (i.e., Health-Illness), and the influence of the
temporal dimension.

The structural change shown by the Space Diagrams (also confirmed by
the AcM results) provides evidence of a transformation in the papers of the last
international conference compared to previous ones.

Two clear patterns can be highlighted:

- the last decade seems to be characterized by a reduced distance between
interest in the meta-theoretical questions and empirical approaches inspired
by the skt, which also appears to make its assumption more critical in relation
to other theoretical constructs and paradigms such as Social Cognition, Dis-
course Analysis etc. (cf. de Rosa, 2006a); ’

~ there s still an important presence of general rather than paradigmatic ref-
erence to SR.

Here, some questions arise.

Given the cross-disciplinary expansion of sr literature and the new scenar-
ios projected by the future location of the 9* 1csR: in Asia, how is it possible to
correlate the “diffusion” of the theory and its researchers’ increasingly massive
production with its “development” in relation to social psychology?

To what extent and how did the impact of Latin American and/or Canadi-
an scientific production bring about a reaction or influence on the European
model and vice versa?

Which are the resistance factors in the paradigmatic development of the
theory?

st diffusion, obviously, was not a case of reproduction without change in
the various new cultural and scientific contexts.

For an example, in the corpus of Latin American papers (mostly from
Brazil), when a paradigmatic reference appears, the Structure of sr is what is
most relevant. As collaborative studies conducted by French and Brazilian re-
searchers constitute the majority of intercultural collaborations, it is possible
to go back and examine the flow of contacts and exchanges between these two
scientific environments. According to Sperber, it is a situation of «groups of
(exchanged cultural) representations that are mutually advantageous to one
another» (Sperber, 1990).

To conclude, a detailed reconstruction of the flow of researchers between
the various scientific centres now seems necessary. Also, to avoid easy conclu-
sions, according to the research plan created by de Rosa (1994b), it will be nec-
essary to integrate and compare the results obtained from the meta-analysis
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based on the paper abstracts presented at conferences with the wider resear‘ch
programme aimed at meta-analysing the complete corpus of the literatur‘e in-
spired by the sr paradigm, including Ph.D. dissertations, books and articles
currently under examination.

Notes

¥ Over the years, several schools and approaches have been developed and have grown in
the field of Social Representations. These include: a) the Structural Approach developed by the
Aix-en-Provence School, inspired by Flament and diffused begining with Abric’s 1976 seminal
work on the structure of sr. Several generations of researchers have contributed to the develop-
ment of this approach including: Abric (1993; 2001; 2003b); Deschamps, Guimelli (2004); Flament
(1987; 1994a; 1994b); Guimelli (1988; 1993); Guimelli, Rouquette (1992); Moliner (1992; 1995; 2001);
Tafani, Audin, Apostolidis (2001); ) the Socio-dynamic Approach, the so called Geneva School -
built on Doise’s work (1986; 1988; 2002a; 2002b; 2004a; 2004b) and including contributions from
Doise, Clémence, Lorenzi-Cioldi (1992; 1994); Staerklé, Clémence (2004); Staerklé, Spini (2004);
¢) the Anthropological Approach — basically inspired by Jodelet’s perspective on sk (Jodelet, 1984;
19893a; 1989b; 2003) and developed by Haas (2002; 2004; 2006), Haas, Masson (2006), and Kalam-
palikis (2007); d) the Narrative Approach, see: Harré (1989); Laszlo (2002); Contareﬂg, Yolpato
(2002); Jovchelovitch (2002) and Purkhardt (2002); e) the Integrating and Dz'ﬂ[erentm{mg .Ap—
proach developed by de Rosa (1987; 1990, 1992; 1993; 1994a; 1994b; 2002a; 20063; 2006b) inspired
by both the integration and the differentiation of several theoretical paridigms and methodolog-
ical approaches on the basis of their epistemic principles’ compatibility. S

* The European Ph.D. on Social Representations and Communication has a long institution-
al history of recognition obtained via programmes approved by the EU-DGs for Research and Ed-
ucation and Culture, Ministries, the prestigious European University Associations (like the Eua
and UNICa). The institutional network of 13 European universities in eight European Countries
aimed at training a new generation of researchers, and the annual International Summer Schools,
is described on the Euro Ph.D. website at www.europhd.eu and in an article available on line (de
Rosa, 2004: http://www.mariecurie.org/annals/index.html) currently developed in a forthcom-
ing book (de Rosa, 2008).

3 For the data collection related to the 7" and the 8% Icsk our gratitude goes to Joana Suta.

* dij < dj each time that the observed data indicates that R;; > Ry. ‘ .

> For more details about wssar and HUDAP in the theoretical and methodological perspective
of the Facet Theory see, among others: Canter (1985); Amar, Toledano (1994); Buschini (2002).
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