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Thematic Perspectives and Epistemic Principles in Developmen
Social Cognition and Social Representation
‘The Meaning of a Developmental Approach to the Investigation of Social

Representations
Annamaria Silvana de Rosa*

Introdoction

More than a quarter of a century has passed
since the publication of Moscovicis book on
the eocial representation (S.R.) of psycho-
analysi (1961) which reprezents a U-tura in
the investigation of the zocial foundations of
knowledge. S-Reinspired literature has devel-
oped so widely that it has become a “European
paradigm™ for the investigation of socdal wesld
knowledge. It places its emphasis oa a con-
structive and inferectionist perspective, which
regards the belief systems and theorics that
guide the social behaviour of individuals as
being ot merely cognitive but also the out-
come of social prmmﬂ:itismmgnhadnﬁan
alternative to the social cognition model pre-
dominant in the United States. The latier, in
fact, sdopts a fundamentally individualist per-
epective and attributes the geacsis of social
behaviour to individual cognilive processes or
o an internal mechanism, ac in the case of
“prototypes™ or “cognitive schemata™; these
remain in a =ense, pre-social. even when the
ohject of investigation is peculiarly social (For-
gas, 1981).

Recent sttempts to identify significant,
plausible interconnections between these two
ways of attsining knowledge of the social
waorld (de Paolis, 1986; Augoustinos & Inncs,
1087) scem to neglect the different heuristic
harizon of the concepl of sociery which inspires
American social cognition (anribution theory,
human information i and the
European social represeatation approach. The
former is based on 2 concept of socicty as asum
of dvadic inte relations 3
1988) while the latter refers the genesisof 5-R.
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back again to the re-claborative dynamic
cestes of knowledge activated in social

pani
set of class, group and sub-
have various ideological orientations and
different symbolic social meanings and cultural
valuex. However all this only serves to ik
lustrate the need to stimulate an integration
between cogrilive aspects oriented on the one
hand towards the contents and on the other
hand towards the processes which puide
knowledge of the social world.

Ower the last tén yoars there has been an
opening at an interdisciplinary level towards
heuristic horizons which have been tradition-
ally beld to belong to specific disciplinary
arcas. Social psychology has discovered “cog-
pition™ (Eiser. 1980, Hamilion, 1981: Hastorl
& Isen, 1982). or rather rediscovered it, if the
historical-epistemological studies of authors
who have revised the cognitive roots of sodal
peychology are laken into dus account (£a-
jonc, 1980, Taylor, 1981: Forgas, 1%83: Mos-
covici, 1986; Palmonari, 1937, 1989).

The emphasis placed on the social aspect in
developmental psychelegy (McGusck, 1978
Doise & Palmonari, 1984, 1988 Goodoow,
1988) has echoed this discovery/rediscoverny it
was already preseat, though with a greater
socio-determinist cutlook, in various theoretl-
cal and research approaches: for example, in
socio-cthological studies (Bowliby, 1303 Schaf-
fer, 1977; Hinde, 1978; Trevarthen, 1979), so-
cial learning studies (Bandura, 1977), social
behaviourist work (Staats, 1975) and psycho-
linguistic studics of interaction processes in
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language constrection (Bruner & Sherwood,

1981). -
Recognition of the importance of the

ciallv-connected meanings which individeals

and groups pive to social situations has led

¢hild psvehologists o question the natere of
children’s social knowledge and the wagit &=
eomstructed; this has also produced research
trencs which vary in terms of historscal arigin
and theoretical background such s

1) the trend derived from the Piagetian model,
which has shifted its focus of attention from
the study of the logical-formal structures of
thought to the understanding of sitsanions
and =ocial phenomena (Furth, 1978, 1979,
1980 Damaon, 1977; Waller, 1978: Berti &
Bombi, 1931); for some suthors the [atter
are particularly relevant for moral dewelop-
ment (Kohlberg, 1976). Reviews by Shants
{1975), Barker & Newson (1980), Flavell &
Ross (eds. 1981) and Butterworth and Ly
(ed=. 1982) provide a complele pa the
vaned Anglo-Saxon literature
thas line: Eckeeaberger and Sillbe
1950 do the same Tor Gorman

2) the line of research dealing with the devel-
opment of sodal competence in the child,
such as the ability to
others whether they be
and Bromley, 1973; Glick & Clarke Stewart,
1978) or deviant (Coie & Pennington, 1975
Marsden & Kalter, 1977; Dollinger, Thelea
& Walkh, 1950). T —

3) the hine of research derived from the exten-
sian of cognitive models from general psy-
chology, usuall ing an experimental
Iabn?ﬁnq awmﬁﬂﬂmq
H‘ -

&) research which Jooks to =hman mmiorms-

ton procesting theory™ (Klabe, 15980 Sic-
gler, 1983) and various i
like prototypes, social mata, scripts

ete. (Solso, 1979; Nelson, 1981 1966
Schank and Abelon, 1977: Abelson, 1581;
Siegher, 1983; Mandler, 1983; Arcan. De
Negri Trentin, Job and Salmaso, 1983).

The concept of “script™, which is derived
from the concept of “social schemata”™, is
defined as the conceptual representation
af stereotyped sequences of events which
are applicable 1o frequent coaveational

relatively Hmited. From this theoretical
perspective no distinction s made be-
tween social and non social knowledge
since the objective is to provide a unifying
explanatory picture of comprebension,
memoey and reasoning. Comprehension
and interpretation of an event (socal and
pon-social) are regarded as being the re-
sult of the activation of an organised struc-
ture in the form of “schema®™ or “script”
i.e. 8 stmpcture which involves the tem-
poral and causal connections between
events, including elements relative o in-
tentions, aims, rules ete. From the devel-
apmental point of view two types of pro-
blem are posed: 1) the modes of develop-
ment of the scripts; 2) the role of cognitive
processes and the gradual increass in so-
cial experience in the comprehension and
representztion  of routine  cpisodes
through the scripis.

b) rescarch derived from attribution theory
examined from a developmeatal point of
view (Kassin, 1981; Lalljee, Watson &
White, 1983). Although in much recent
regearch the processes of anributon po
longer only refer to inductive types of
operationbut also involve the mflucace of
pre-existing factors in the conscions sub-
ject (anticipation, hypothess, ntuilive
theories), it should be noled that the
analysis of the way in which the “naive”
subject explains, and explains to himself,
social and non-social events through a
category system i once more dealt with by
resorting 10 interdndividual mechanisms
a if the cxplanation of daily hife events
was taking place 1 a “socal vacuum”
(Tajfel, 1972; Semin, 1980; De Grada &
Mannetti, 1988).

4) the line of research into the sosio-genesis of

intelligence (Doise & Muzny, 1981; Mugny
& Carugali, 1985; Mugny, De Paclis & Caru-
gati, 1928) 2nd into the role of social inler-
action in cognitive development (Perret-
Clermont, 1980); within this trend the social
world i regarded more as a fundamental
element which takes part in Lhe construction
of cognitive processes than as an object of
kaowledge.

The emergence in Europe of a valid social

situations whose level of generalisstion s  psyehology of development (as sct out in the
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positions taken by authors sech as Doise,
Mugny. Palmonari, Carogsti, Emler, Duveen
amongst others) has highbighted the nisk of
how in somé cases Ihete imterdisciplinary
changes have merely “bommowed™ objects of
study rather than brooght aboot real integra-
tion of explanatory models.

Objectives

Thas paper draws upon a more general theoret-
ical model as a result of empincal rescarch
carmied out over the last ten years (de Rosa,
1984, 19872, 19370, 19332, 19880, 19884, 1991,
1991¢) and the recent critical debale on social
representation (Farr 1977, 1984, 1987; Bao-

bion-Broy, Lapeyr & Malrie, 1977, Ramog-
nino, 1984: Harré, 1984; Le Bouedec, 1979,
1986; Litton & Potter, 1985; Potter & Litton,
19835, 1957; Semin, 1985, 198%; Hewsloone, 1963;
Dotse, 19854, 1988, 1990; Doise & Palmonan,
1586; Betocchi Villome, 1986; Potter &
Wetherell, 1987; MeKinlay & Potter, 1587
Parker, 1987: Jahoda, 1988 Moscovicl, 1982,
1985, 1988, 1989, 1991a, 1991b; Jodeler, 1984b,
19892, 1991: Breakwell & Canter, eds. 1989;
Beauvois 1988, 1990; Trognon & Larrue 1988;
Palmonari, 1980, 1989, , 1989, de Rosa,
1990a, 1990b, 1990c, 1990d, 1990e, 199ib;
Fraser & Guaskell, 1990; Acbischer, Lipiansky
& Decoachy 1991).

Thizs article will attempt to 5ot oul some
notes; its Iwin objective i
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a) o make a critical comparizon belween de-
velopmental social cognition and social rep-
resentation:

b) o vnderline the importance of a develop-
mental approach to the study of socal rep-
ressnlation

A. Towards a critical comparison betweon
developmental social cognition and social
representation: thematic perspectives and
eplstemie principles

The table set oul above shows the thematic
perspectives which developmental and socal
psychology have followed whea ideatifying
common “social” objects of investigation. The
table ut=< a purcly thematic criterion for match-
ing and allempts to analyse a lange quanlily of
what might be termed “social cognition™ r=-
search; this rescarch is orieated from the devel-
opmeantal (incloding all the above noted tremds)
and the social represeatalion perspective.

It is clear that the table i necessanly sclec-
tive and therefore partial and incomplete; it
docs ot claim 1o provide an exhanstive pano-
rama of the literature on the subjoct or a criti-
cal review of it. The only aim of the table is o
underline certain thematic Enks which can be
found in the vasi amount of rescarch which
uzcs the IWo perspectives in question.

The social cognitionfsocial representation
subdivision which is atiributed to develop-
mentzl psychology/social psychology is mors
of 2 responss to the criterion of graphically
illustrating the perspectives than te that of

definitive bipolarisation: m fact, as is well
knowmn, there are both sooal

spired research trends in social ard
social representation-inspired trends in devel-
opmantal psychology

The contents of the “social represeatation™
section includes studies carried ouwi on both
adults and children: those carmed oot oa chil-
dren andfor adolescents have been marked
with an asterisk.

Aslable 1 shows thers is o doubt that many
broed connections can be identificd at ithe
“content” level between stadies which, though
usng different perspectives, investigate the
same areas of social world knowledge con-
struction and organisation.

Comparative analvsis of methodology and

resulis are essential for forther Investigan
and would be interssting O cury oot bk
would ot be possible 1o carmy out such a kan
scale review bere. The aim of this article is|
a thematic analysis but a companson be
the models and theoretical perspectives of =
cial cognition and social represcntations

The first observation to be made i= this
well as the parallelism betwesn
study in both the social representation and s
cial schemata approach,
scripts, the informative elements which |
ganise content through the subjects”™ ac
selection processes, are regarded a< being hie
archically organized around a central nocles
though with a different cmphasis oa

m<anings for the former and on logical-fio
ones for the kaiter

Moreover if the same imporfance ks attackhe
1o the sindy of “content™ as is attached o &t
the social representation model ([Moscow
19885), researchers will surcly be able o benes
from knowledgs of investigations which
the same object of siudy, despite the fact ih
theze investigations have their own theors
cal-methodological instrivments that are of o
ferent epistemological orientation and a8
weed within disciplinary areas hke socal
:.’-l:'lﬂu[m:m'a] psychology which are closc b
not identical in their hmmcal-hmrnﬁ::
spectives.

It shonld be noted however that in soc
represeniation the content of representatios
a vitally important element in the dynsmies
representation (sodsl represeniation is alwe
& represeriation of something (the objoct) B
someene (the subject), whoss respective chars

Dlgecit

Tt 5 pot the sature of the object which JifE
tioeship that is establihed with il There are S5
<atsand ssored houses while there are homan b
regarded a5 I-::n:ﬁ.nuhpﬂ.-.-_ﬁnrmmpl::h'
doctors. By bluwring the distinetion between
el=ments and intefpersonal elements, doobs --3
on A greal deal of the work dones in the ares of socs

o

cogmition™ (Mossovici, 1986: 36 — my transiation

Social represeniation rescarch tome

stress socially sagmificant variables
which ihe objecis of socal

L LR
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structured and give form to

which are shared by individuals and groups.
In a specific reference to ressarch on moral

judgement, Emler recently enticised Lickona's

claim that

“Content tells us wikat o person believes, which i
ohbviowmly dependent on culturally varishble experi-
ences, whereas siructore Lell us how a perwon shdniy
abour the aoatent of ki bebal: thit reasonine, sothe
theary gows, is aniversal.” (Lickona, 1976)

Emiler’s criticism is explieit:

*Comstructivists use Lhe oonlent-form Sslincbon
more generally as 3 way of handling caltural in-
Dueisoss on hought: cultune may alfect the costent
but et the form of m:tm‘(ﬂrm
374).

Apart from similarity in content and their
differing relevance for knowledge of the sosial
world, the literature alo shows, albeit ia an
unsysiematic way, other clements of coaver-
gence and divergence between the American
social cognition model 2nd the European =o-
cal representation one.

Allempls o wenlfly epistemolopcally sg-
nmificant fransversality between the o models
have been identified:

a) in wide-ranging theoretical which
compare large trends — all under the social
cognition heading, with the aim of tracing
the structural principles which characterise
their similarities and differences (Forgas,
1981; Palmonari, 1987, 1989; Ugazio, 1955;
Jodelet, 198%a);

b)in more detailed nnalyses which focus on
individual concepls (like schema, scopt,
profotype, representational  field  esco
Augostinous & Innes, 1987, 1990 Scmin,
1989) or theoretical models (like attribution
theory: Hewstlone, 1989) or thematic fields
(e g moral development, Emiler, 1987).

In this paper it is not possible to trace the
paths these various discussions take. It is suffi-
cient 1o vnderline that, although authors bave
different ideas as to possible integration of the
above theoretical approaches, they are all in
agrecment in recognising A COMmMON “oonsin-
mvist” approach to the social knowledge mod-

els of Amencan and Ewropean social cogni-
ton.

In fact these authors recognise that both
trends emphasise the “achive structuring of
knowledye by the subject”, both as “naive
scicntist” and “wehicle of common sense and
pre-cxsting knowledge™. However they also
stress” the different acceplance of the concept of
“socisl” present in the two approaches = the
one regarding il purely a= 2 criterion of inter
individual and eollective knowledge sharing,
and the other as an element which generates
that knowledge.

The concept of “social™ has often had vari-
ous ambippous or peneric interprelations
made of it in the lerature when placed aloag-
side the Lerm “representation”™ or the even
wvaguer lerm “eognition®. Moscovicl has re-
cenily clarified this point:

“By recognising that representations are at the same
time both geocrated and scquired, the prestabilied
stalic patupe which represeatalions uwsed to huve in
the classic interpretation can be avoided. Jr & o
bonger tee rubsirata buf the inferaction which ¢ounts.

There follows the correct observation tha:

=what enables us 1o call representatbons =social™ s
pol &0 much their individual r group supports a3
the fact that they are claborated during provesse of

and interaction® (Codol, 1583 27, (Max-
covid, 1989: 82 = my trapslation]).

Thus it is nol the eriterion of the common
object or of sharing which legitimises the social
nature of representations but the logic of the
social exchanges which produce them.

Ugazio (1988) rightly idontifics integration
between comtroctivism and interactionism as
the epitemic clement which characterises the
European approach 1o social representations
compared to the American approach which,

by adopling & sticily individual typs of conirueny-
B which regards cognilive structures as invanzal,
ends vp with & definition of sociad peychology 2 a
simple exiension of general cognitivisl psychology
for Lhe study of social stimeli™ (Ugazio, 1988; 22

Similar eniticidms have been made by Semin
aboul the making of & dutinetion between the
concepls of prototype and social represen.
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iation, although they are recognised as being
similar in their reality eatlegorizing function:

"while the wocial repretentation approach empha.
sk the nlicpessable aspect of the social element,
abowve all in it treatment of categorisstion processes
at irreducible o the individual subjective dimen.
shon, the prololype approach = based on precisely
the opposite. Despite its claim to be working on
social catagorios it objective is 10 examine tha or.
gam=ation and represeatalion of categories in the
mind of the individueal ... the cssential dffenenes

Table 2

botwean the bwo approaches derives o the e
that in the case of the prototype approach the pros
Hem is with "internal” mechanisms while inthe ciS
of social reproscntations the emphads & on [actoes
which affect the way in which w¢ order our caviros
meni™ [;Samin, 1980 245247 my I'.l:nuia.ﬁl:u},

Hewstone discucees the possible integratio
of attnbation theory and the socal represcee
taton model; he:mmum:hn.uh:m:ﬂ
resentation app-ma:h is different from i
<ial cognition one in that it stresses the base

SOCIAL COONITION

SOCIAL REPRESENTATION

constrocvisl pompective

Hﬂmm boctwren |
=l [nlerscliomist perspmecilve

individualist perspoctive (pocial
behavicur caplained tharoogh ioadivideal

procezzag)

melapker of e sulsssl a5 “Saive sSenbsl
BN "econofnise” of COpnRlUVE PessurcEs

—— -

ﬂm.pmm“-ﬂmﬂmmqﬁuud
wicicly sa cobection of Indbvidluals Saked
caly by inlerperacemsl relaiions

socix world treated in the me way ax the
manorsd workd, 8 an object of cogRitve opeTas
dons and carsporisason (soperiarisy of the

social concepds as aoquisition withis a2 oai-
verssl sogucne of mot socially deter-
mired Socdal nfMuense B caly rossgnled
o feeTimting loghcsd operaSons within
probles-tolving strascgis svailahls i
o aiturml conteat (o, Fagels onold-
ezl atedicy)

—— =

coprnigon s formal and logical precteres
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contents and social origins of knowledge: it is
from these that attribations are forged (Hew-
stone, 1985 261).

Thus social ¢ contribute Lo
clarification of the genesis of attribution pro-
ccsses and the widely shared nature of expla-
natory causal processes. This view seed social
representations not oaly as the product of cul-
tural determinants, bot also the ongn of cog-
nilive processes and their inter-individual con-
sensus, the socio-pormative background with-
in which the ings of the cxplanatory
mechanisms used by people to interpret reality
are codified.

The distincti itions of the two ap-
proaches 10 social CORSITICHOn 1n
the child can thus be summed up 5 shown in
Tabde 2.

B. Towards a developmental approach to the
study of Soclal Representations

An examination of the functions attributed to
social representations (familiarisation of mate-
rigal end social reality and intergroup com-
murication) will chearly reveal the meaning of
proposal oriented in the direction of a dewel-
opmental and genetic approach.

Anyone with experience of a relationship
with a child is aware of their increasing de-
mands for explanations about the world
(whether it be social or material) at every un-
known word, new figuralive element, ambigu-
ous perception or image of unfamiliar Stus-
tions: thev are attempting to ind a meanmg or
a meaningful coanection between their in-
finitely small already-known universe and the
infinitely large unknown universe opening up
in froat of them. How they construct their rep-
resentational maps day by day, moment by mo-
ment. interaclion by interaction and expen-
ence by experience is a fascinating question for
any researcher into social representation,
whether they be social paychologist, develop-
mental psychologist or lnlhmpﬂm

The part played by “the construction of lan-
guage-mediatled social meanings” (Gumperz,
1982; Rommetveit, 1984; Semin, 1987; Trog-
non & Larrue) in this has still 1o be
investigated by means of an integration which
would combine the approach of the develop-
meatalinteractionsist/psycholinpustic school

with the approach of social peychologists inter-
esied in the genesis of social representations
and ia social representations as generators of
socially shared cognitive mechanisms.
If we take up Doises recent expectation
(1988) ("A particulardy interesting way of
inp the natere of “social world images*
must be the study of their genesis in children
ea™ = my translation), which has often been
repeated by Moscovici (1984, 1986, 1990), the
importance of a developmental approach lo
the stody of social representations can be sum-
manised as follows:

a) the importance of carrying out research on
populations (like classes in various institu-
tional eavironments or the sibling subsys-
tesn in the nuclear family ¢tc.); these provide
an ideal opportunity for studying the degree
of sharing of representational systems be-
causc of their nalure x5 groups with a history
(sce inter alic Cook-Gumperz, Corsare &
Streck eds,, 1986; Corsaro, 1990).

b) the importance of ﬂud;.rmg the processes of
social consensus consiricrion i.¢. the com-
municative-interactive means by whxh a
picce of socig] representation data is trans-
mitted and re-slaborated in relation to the
various primary and secondary child social-
isation contexts; the reasoas for this are the
following:

- on the one hand the importance of sym-
bolie mediations which intervene in asy-
mairic exchanges between the cognitive
and represeatational world of adults and
of children and betweea the universes of
children of diffesent ages (see inter alia:
Emiliani, 1982; Chombast de Lauwe,
1986; Molinari & Emiliani, 1990; Semin &
Papadopoulou, 1990,

= on the other hand the negodiasion of pol-
yremows models of consensual or alierna-
tive definition of reality during adultichild
and chiklichild interaction of social cate-
gories which are different in terms of age,
sax, socio-economic cultural level) (see
¢.g: Emler & Dickinson, 1985; Emler,
Ohana & Dickinson, 1990).

In this sense, a developmental approach (o

the study of social representations provides

a good opportunity for examining the dy-

naemics between $-R development and social
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influence theory in a bi-directional perspec-
tive of social exchanges, given that:

"children make wp 2 socio-genctic calegocy
which is dominated but emotionally tied at an
interindividual level 1o member= of the codri-
spoodingly dominant cztegory — the adelis
{Chombart de Lawse, 1956 101 - my rzeslaton)

The micro-ethoographic study (Corsaro,
1990} on children's mnd:rr:dpﬂimm 2=
adult social rules in American and Italian
nursery schools is an interesting illnstrative
investigation on the development of social
representations as a collective proocss in-
volving childrea’s interaction with peers and
adultx.

“First, the analysis of chikiren’s secondary adjest-
Mot provides evidence that the chilkdren share
a bads wnde of adult social rules. Sec-
ondiy, secondary sdjustmenls provide a forem in
which childscn are able to elnborate their owa sl
of social represestations. In the process of ac-
quiring 8 sense of mdult social sireciuee, chikdren
simoltaneously come o prodoce their own
vnigue peer cultere. ... Knowledge of the con-
Lent of o rubs is never sulficicnt for its application;
rules must be applicd and inteproted in sacial
context, In this sease children’s social repacion-
tation of adull rulcs docs Dok involve smply
thinking (or cognition} abowul socal life; rather it
involves childrens psychologcal activilies in
their social lives. Children's social represcniation
of sdule reles and cullure B inkkally, in lne with
Vypotsky (1978), always a collective process. So-
cial representatioss become peychologically ac-
tive for individueal children a= a resalt of their
reconstrocion of prior shared cultwal expen-
ences with adults and peers. To understand fully
children's catogeodsts of sodial representations it
15 neooisary for rescarchers to be willing 1o enter
children’s worlds and poer culmures™ [ Corsaro,
1990 14, 25).

c) the importance of stodying at a young age
the processes of anchoring and objectifying
through which childrea begin to construct
their symbolic order of reality by organizting
new information into a mosaic of clemen-
tary representational maps whose Gestalten
acquire values which are increasingly more
significant at & social level over ome (e.g.:
the investigations on 5. K. of mental fllncss

from chilkdhood o Sdubthoosd:
1987b, 1990a: or on 5. B of radic:
mmmm
nauﬁml:tﬂgm.ﬁnh&ﬁnd:hnhl
Unlike traditional socal o
rmrch,Ser:mthﬂwhtﬂﬂ
much cogaitive aspects as symbobc 2
Wlbuﬁ:-d‘:ahmwiﬂlinmgnlim
conscious and BENCODSCIONS n-h:lnll
non-rational Mopsoovicl has writt

= thes cOBCEP l:lfm]-ﬂﬂgl'llhm.nq:ﬁeﬂi
scioes logical process . This s mot rmos for s
:wmﬁﬁ:mhmdm
and symbols and ioclude conscioos,
rativaal and irrational aspects. The resull of th
i% that the lefm “cognilive” i Do procise whe it
s applicd 10 s0cial phenomena. [t would be owore
appropriats o os= the word “symbolic™, which

not the sams thing, [t i thes wrong to say that
social representalions are oOognilive re -
tations. Peyvehososiolopit lend to confuse copnis
tive and symbolic. If. as is claimed, the cognitive
revodution s behind them, the symibodic ol
Hmmﬂmarﬁ\rﬁmﬂﬂﬁsahninvulm -
crﬂwmmwmhrm
represnlalions can nnhr provide = small &
tribwtion™ (Moscovict 15855 T3 = my wans =

d) the importance of studying by longitudinal
and cross-cultural research the conyistency
over time (stzbility versus variability) and
across cultures (urbanfrural, wesicorn and
noo-wesiern cic.) of concepts relative Lo
deteminate social objects from childhood t6
aduithood. This is particularly important
from a transcultural point of view, 2o ths
the “comparative by definition™ nature of
social representations (Moscovid, 1 98A: T6)
can be taken into due account (e.g: do
Roza, 1984, 1987; Ayvestcran, de Roaa, Pacx,
1987:; Emler, Ohana & Moscovid, 1967; de
Rosa & Schurmans, 1990a, 1990b);

¢) the importance of studying social koowl-
edge construciion in relatioa to
variables such as (individual and social) ex-
pericntial proximity ro/distance from the ob-
jecis being studied. This point is well sap-
ported comsiderations suggesied by
Markova £ Wilkie, 1987: ot =l 1959 as
regard the powerful souree of influence of
social representations of people with
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HIV/AIDS and baemophilia in parents and
close friends:

1) the importance of investigating “ab origine™
the social genesis of tes belween represen-
tatianal syitenms and Behavioural sorotegies
(von Cranach, 1982, 1989 Amerio, 1991)
regarding socially relevant aspects such as
the processes of inter-group stereotyping
and category discrimination ete.

£) the importancs of using open methodologies
which integrate studies based on semi-di-
rected interviews, unitructured matenal or
conversational analyis with stodies
observational techniques for the analyss of
the interrelations between verbal and poa-
verbal, thought stratepes and plans of ac-
tion (see: de Rosa, 199%08; Bellelh, 1950;
Manneti, 1990).

Conclusions

The notes contained in this article, which bas
the twin aim of providing a critical companson
bealween develomental social cognition and so-
cial representation and of underlining the im-
portance of 2 developmental approach to the
study of social representations, docs not claim
10 be exhaustive or original. In fact there arc
several contributions which have asticpated
aspects of the above objectives.

As regards the critical comparison between
cognitivist approaches — albeit in m:iu-plj:hu-
logical terms rather than deve

- it was the specific subject nt':pap:rﬂud
by Moscovia 1o students at the Universté
d'Lté in Aix-en-Provence (1981) and pub-
hished in English (1932) and French (1986) in
it the representational model was conceived as
the third phass in the cognitive revolution (or
reform?) in social psychology, ing oa
from the attitede era and the social cogmition
1 N

However, although a few firm contacts have
been made in this comparison (Forgas, 1581;
Moscovicl, 1982, 1986, 1968, 1959, Palmonari,
1987, 1989; Emler, 1987; Ugazio, 1985; Jodclet,
1989a; Scmin, 198%; Hewstone, 1989), it has not
prevented ambiguity and blurnng of the con-
fines between the two Helds.

Editorial work has produced a kind of
epistemic confusion: for example, in social rep-
resentation “readings™ or “bibliographiess,

contribetions can be found which are directly
inspired by different cognitive psychology
models (prototypes, schemata eic.) and where
no attention has been paid at a theoretical level
to their conpection with social representation.

This article has attempled to mark out the
thematic horizons and epistemic principles
which maks up the ground for mecting and
diffcrentiation between social cognition in its
warions expressions and social represeatation.

As regards the objective of defining the
meaning of a developmental approach to the
study of social representation, empineal werk
bas beea appearing for some years and a few
readings specifically oriented in this direction
bave started to appear recently ( Duveen &
Lioyd, 1990 ).

Stucdhes which combine a developmental
perspective with an intercultural one (in terms
we have already suggested: de Rosa, 1984)
aimed at studying the variations in the social
representations of specific objects over time
and across cultures (such as in the investiga-
tons of Ayesteran, de Rosa, Pacz, 1987, Emicr,
Ohana & Moscovici, 1987; de Rosa Schur-
mans, 1990a, 1990b) are being wsually com-
pletcly disregarded (see: “Bibliographic
génerale sur les représentations sociales” odit-
ed by Denise Jodelet & Jocelyne Ohana (Jode.
let, 1989a) and bibliography edited by Woll-
gang, Wagner in periodical newsletter disinb-
uted to the parlicipants of “Social Represen-
tations’ Communication Network).

We hope that in future an increasing aumber
of studies onented towards integratioa of con-
tnbutioas from socal psychology, develomen-
1al psychology and anthropology, can contnb-
gle to the development of the tridimensional
mature of social representation, defined by
Deniee Jodelet (1989) as vitaliry, transversality
and complexily.

We conclede with Doise’s note:

*Omly by cxplcitly studyisg the articulation be-
pween syslom and meth-system, belwoen oognitivg
and socinl, and peowvidimg them with a more
elaborsse theoretical platform will studies of the
develooment of sochal copnition be lurmed into
authentie studies of social coguitoa™ (Dote, 1955
103 - oy transistion)
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Note

A preliminary version of this paper has been
presented - with M. Amman-Gainotti - in the
Samurelband der Zusammenfassungen der Re-
Jerate, 1. Kongress der Schweizerischen Ge-
zellzchaft fur Psychologie — Soziale Vorstellur-
gem und die sozialen G des Wisens
(Bern, 31 August-2 Sepiember 198%).

The French version of this article was pub-
lished in Lex Cohicrs Internationa o de Psy-
chologie Sociale, 1990, 5: 69=109.
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