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Presentation 

• Serge Moscovici approaches Mexico and LA 
(1960-1970) 

– SP in Mexico 

 

• Mexico approaches Serge Moscovici (1980-
2015) 

– Forms of diffusion of SRT 

 

• RENIRS/CEMERS 



Serge Moscovici approaches Mexico 

and LA (1960-1970) 

: encouraging PS 



The Transnational Committee of Social 

Psychology (TCSP)  

• The Transnational Committee of Social 
Psychology (TCSP) : Festinger and Lanzetta 
projects on late 50s. 

 

• TCSP in Western Europe: recreating postwar 
European SP (60s) 

 

• New members of  TCSP: Moscovici and Tajfel, 
among others, integrates TCSP, plans for 
expansion of SP international network to East 
Europe and LA. (late 60s and early 70s) 



SP in Mexico 

• SP did not emerged as an autonomous discipline 
in Mexico, but as an extension of individual 
psychology (Department of Psychology at Faculty 
of Philosophy, 1928).  

 

• Even if SP works (Wunds Vps, McDougall, Le Bon, 
Tarde…) ǁere kŶoǁŶ, theǇ did Ŷot haǀe aŶ 
impact. 

 

• In 1958 was created a specialisation of SP at the 
postgraduate program of Psychology.  

 

 



• Influence of a social perspective of 

psychoanalysis by Erick Fromm influence 

(1949-1975).  

 

• The creation of the Faculty of Psychology in 

1973: opportunity of development of SP. 

Strong influence of USA SPs, as a science 

studying human behaviour.  

 



TCPS in Latin America (1968) 

• Three members of TCPS, Festinguer, Lanzetta and Hereford 
(Universidad de Texas), visited psychologists with social orientation 
in LA:  

• Uruguay: ¿? 

• Venezuela: Prof. Bayley  

• Brasil: Prof. Rodrigues   

• Argentina:  Prof. García Bouza  

• Chile: Prof. Ramallo   

• México: Profs: Rogelio Díaz Guerrero, Héctor Capello, Luis Lara 
Tapia y Gozman Jezior, all of them trained at US on an psychological 
experimental tradition .  

 

• They formed the Latin American Committee, with Lanzetta, 
Moscovici and Lehmann, as representatives of TCPS.  



First LA meeting in Mexico City (1969) 

Objectives: 

• Organization of the Day of SP at the Congreso de 
la Sociedad Latinoamericana de Psicología at 
Montevideo, 1969.  

 

• State of art of SP in AL 

 

• Creation of Asociación Lationamericana de 
Psicología Social  

 

• Summer school of SP at Valparaíso, Chile, 1970  

 

 



Some reflexions about PS in LA countries:  

• “ĐieŶtifiĐ ͞pure͟ “P is a luǆurǇ for LA researĐhers faĐe to 
complex social problems (cultural specificities, poverty, 
ĐorruptioŶ, politiĐal authoritariaŶisŵ…).  
 

• Applied SP was more necessary and useful than 
experimental SP.  

 

• Many of us believe we know a good deal about how 
abstract man will behave in abstract situations, but we 
know very little about how particalr men behave in 
particular situations. We know little about how different 
sorts of people behave in the different kinds of situations 
that populate their everyday lives. (Deutshch, 1976: 5, 
citado en Markova and Mosovici, 2006: 220).  

 



• The Asociación Lationamericana de Psicología Social (ALAPSO) was 
born in 1973. ALAPSO journal appeared in 1974.  

 

• Moscovici remembers these facts in an interview with Prof. Teresa 
Acosta (2006): 

  

• ͞I ǁeŶt to MeǆiĐo for the first tiŵe ǁheŶ ALAP“O ǁas Đreated. The 
reunion took place at Díaz Guerrero’s hoŵe; Festinger, Tajfel, 
Ramallo were there too. After that, the Transnational Committee of 
Social Psychology members went to Tepoztlán, a nice town. I think 
that ALAPSO journal appeared at 1975. It was not as formal and 
specialized as the journals you have today. Honestly you should 
honor to those few pioneers, who did not have resources, and had 
to faĐe draŵatiĐ eǀeŶts, like PiŶoĐhet’s cout d’état iŶ Chie. TheŶ ǁe 
helped some people to scape and also others who remained. Luis 
Ramallo was obliged to transfer the Facultad Latinoamericana de 
Chile to Buenos Aires. Three years later came the coup d’Etat in 
Argentina. At the moment (1976) I was president of TCSP, financed 
by UNESCO. All those political events had influence over our 
aĐtiǀities aŶd our ŵoral streŶgth… .͟  
 

 



The context: 

• While some Latin American countries were 

under the power of dictatorial systems. 

Mexico had a particular political condition. 

Vargas Llosa used to say that in Mexico we did 

not have a dicta-͟dura ,͟ ďut a diĐta-͟blanda .͟ 
Mexican government used sophisticated ways 

of politiĐal ĐoŶtrol, like ͞deŵoĐratiĐ͟ eleĐtioŶs 
to maintain the same political party for more 

than 70 years, the PRI.  



SP development: fertile soil for SRT 

• At the beginning of the 70s, SP had an 

important development at UNAM 

 

• The Asociación Mexicana de PS (AMAPSO) was 

born in 1984.  

 

• The Sociedad Mexicana de PS (SOMEPSO) in 

1985.  



PS Programme at UAMs created in 1974 



Dissemination of Serge Moscovici’s work  

(1980-…)  

• Mexican trainees/visitors at European universities 

 

• Publications: limitations for translation to Spanish 

 

• Academic exchanges and international projects 

 

• International conferences 

 

• National Network of Researchers on SR/Mexican 
Center of SR Studies (2010) RENIRS/CEMERS 

 

 



Sharing knowledge and contacts 



SRT: Jodelet, Farr 



Academic exchanges and international research projects 

• Moscovici in Mexico: 

– 80s: UAMI 

– 1998: IV ICSR 

– 2003: Honoris Causa UAM  

– 2004: VII ICSR 

 

 

• Denise Jodelet (1990-2000) 

– Honoris Causa UdeG 2006 

– Conferences 

– Workshops 

– International projects 

• Social memory 5th Centenary 

• Social Imaginaries 

• Qatsi Trilogy  

 





2010 

 

Universidad 

Autónoma de  

Nuevo León 









Reflexions about works presented at RENIRS:  

 

• TRS used as a comprehensive tool for social problems anchored in 
LA/Mexican reality: social and institutional functioning in a cultural, 
historical, economic and political local context. (NO UNIVERSAL 
THEORIES)  

 

• Multidisciplinary perspective: researchers coming from different 
disciplines and professional fields: relation with other theoretical 
knowledge, other methods, non academic problems.  

 

• Multi-methodologic perspective: combination of methods. 

 

• New generations.  

 

• Fruitful field of research in Mexico.  

 



Imaginaries and SR 



Ciudad de 

México, 1998 



Mapa del Centro Histórico: funcionario en la SRE, residente desde hace menos de 1 año, edad: 30-35 años 





Relación entre los lugares con mayor presencia en los mapas cognitivos y niveles de construcción simbólica 

RS

Praxis

Imaginario

Zócalo

Palacio Nacional

Catedral

GDF

Eje Central

Templo Mayor

Alameda

Calle 20 de Nov

Calle Corregidora

Bellas Artes

Calle Pino Suárez

Calle Donceles

Torre Latino

Calle Correo mayor

Calle Madero

Bandera Nacional

Calle Isabel la Cato

Merced

Calle 5 de mayo

Plaza Sto. Domingo

Calle Bolívar

Calle V. Carranza

Calle 5 de febrero

Calle Uruguay

Calle Tacuba

Escuela de Medicina

Calle 16 de SepPortales Zócalo

Sanborns Azulejos

Calle Circunvalación
Iglesia Sto. Domingo







Collective memory and SR: life trajectories 
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How can we study the urban memory? 

• Methodology:  

 Semi – structured interviews about collective memory 
and social representations: 
Froŵ the past…  

 Social frames of memory (Hallbwachs):  
 Time: personal (life stages) and historical (city past)  

 Space: city, neighborhoods, particular places 

 Groups: family and community context, education and job trajectory 

 Sketch map of the spatial memory 

 Family genealogies and biography  

To the preseŶt… 
 Their daily life in the city 

 Their social representations of the city  



Esquema 1. MoDIMENSION PSICO-ESPACIAL DEL ENVEJECIMIENTO

RELACIONES SOCIALES VIVIENDA Y SERVICIOS

Pareja y familia URBANOS

Grupos de pares

Ocio y tiempo libre

TRABAJO Y 

MEDIO AMBIENTE VIDA LABORAL

Calidad de agua Situación laboral

aire, áreas verdes Ingresos

ruido Pensiones

EDUCACION

Trayectoria educativa

Capacitación SALUD

Sistema de atención a la 

ESFERA POLITICO-JURIDICA salud de los ancianos

Programas de apoyo Público/Privado

Derechos

Participación política

Organizaciones de la sociedad civil

CULTURA Y REPRESENTACIONES SOCIALES DEL ENVEJECIMIENTO

CIUDAD Y CALIDAD DE VIDA

       

    Adulto mayor
  Trayectorias de vida    



Applied SR 

• Transportation projects 

– Observation field 

– Focus groups 

– Questionnaries 

 

• Social Program child care 

– Open inverviews 

– Questionnaries  


